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PREFACE. 



In presenting the following work to 
public notice, the Aathor is unwilling to 
omit offering some remarks by way of 
preface — pot sq jqiiuck in conformity with 
custom, as for the satisfaction of the reader, 
and in justice to himself ; .for in most pub- 
lications there are some peculiarities, either 
in their execution or in the views of the 
writer, with which it is desirable the reader 
should be acquainted, before be enters 
upon the perusal. 

In reference to the subject, in a biogra- 
phical point of view, it will, no doubt, be 
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admitted that it is a good one; exhibtting- 
a greater abundance and Tarietj than are 
usually met with in real characters : — and 
taken in a moral light, whilst that illns* 
trious personage exemplified^ in a remark-* 
able manner, the deprayity of the natural 
Bian, in him was also eminently displayed 
the wonderful efficacy of Divine grace. 
Tkus, in a paraphrase on the life of David, 
oppoxtttintieB are afforded of combining 
plettmre witii moral and religious instruc* 
tioft.' Row leir the author may hare 
ayailed himself effectually of tiie means lie 
possessed^ lie dares not presume to deter* 
miM$ btrt he has the satisfaotion to he^ 
lieve, tdiat he presents to the leader, 
nothing that can have a tendency to viliate- 
his cfaaraeter or his principles. 

Perhaps some readers may be ready to 
query, whether it quite accords with the 
character of one much beyond the meridian 



of Hfe, io attempt acoii9idenMj» eompoBi- 
tion of this kind ; such pursuits seeming to 
be more congenial with the feryonr and 
Yi?acity of youth, than the sober period oS 
adtanoed age. Such a sentiment, eve» 
should we admit its general correctness, 
d4>ea not fuUj apply in the present iii«*< 
stance, since the work was written chiefly 
in early life, for the author^s own amuse^ 
ment ; but it may be recollected thi^ for 
poetical composition oil religioas suhjcets, 
we have the sanction of Tery high authority 
— ^ihat of many of the prophets themseWes, 
and their contemporary contributors to tho 
sacred Tolume, many parts of whose Wftt*« 
ings exhibit beautiful specimens of their 
natMjpal portry. This mode of communi* 
cation has a powerful influettce upon tho 
finer sensibilities ; and thus, when employed 
on the side«of virtue and religion, may be- 
come an osrful instrument in engaging the> 
heart* 



Yl PRXFACE. 

To some descriptions of his readers^ tbe 
Author is apprehensive it would haye been 
more agreeable to meet with a greater 
display of inventive imagination; but 
the writer is a lover of truth, and not 
desiroas of wandering into tbe labj** 
rinths of fiction : for instead of indulging 
in snch unlimited reveries, or making any 
allusion whatever to the wild theory of 
Ihe heathen mythology, they have been 
carefully guarded against, as well as the 
use of hyperbolical expressions; yet so 
far as is generally understood to be admis- 
sible by the nature of a patmphiase, tbe 
freedom has been taken. 

This work being on a religious subject,, 
and one of universal interest, it is cal- 
culated in that respect for general reading ; 
especially as all sectarian opinions are kept 
out of view, and no attempt is made either 
to espouse or invalidate any; the broad 
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principle of Scriptere being only, ^nd 
clbselj, kept to. Yet if any should appre- 
hend that the sentiments exhibited on tlie 
subject of war, may in some measure border 
on an exception, let such be reminded^ 
thiit these reflections do not constitute 
an exception' at. this day ; when many 
philanthropic individuals, of almost all 
religious denominations, are unitiag in 
jtrdgment on the inconsistency of that 
depopulating and deplorable system with 
the Christian Dispensation. 

4 

The leader is now referred to the work 
itself; and if it afford him an agreeable and 
innocent recreation, it will be so far grati- 
fying, to the writer ; but he would finally, 
and earnestly, recommend to considerations 
of a still higher nature :-^should he have 
cause in future to indulge the belief that it 
has tended in some measure, to the in- 
latt^ion of inexperienced youth^ imd to 
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eiteite in thtn a doe^r attentiaft to thf 

nuMiy valaaUe oontenta of the inestimable 

Yolnme frem which these fitetshare been 

derived^ it will be to him a snperior and 

pleanw reivardL 

C.F. 
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ARGUMENT. 

Introdiictioii.—- Saul yet reii^ Kinff* though rejected.-* 
Reasons for his re!Jection.^Hi8 gloomy state of mind 
described. — Samuel is directed to go to Jesse's house, and 
to anoint one of his SODS Id the room of SanL — Hesttates 
thronf^ diffidence, and fear of Saol. — Is relieved ftt>m 
fear, and goes.— The Bethlehemites are afraid of him, bnt 
become reconciled, and Join with him at a sacrifice. — Sa« 
miiel*s fklse judgement on the sons. — David is fetched from 
the field, and approved. — A description of him. — Samuel 
anoints him privately. — Saul's horrors, and disquietude of 
mind. — His servants propose music to him, to revive his 
spirits. — David proposed as an expert harper, and sent 
for. — SauFs approval and love of him. — David returns 
home. — ^The Philistines renew the war, with their cham^ 
pion, Goliath, in front of their army.— -A description of 
him. — Jesse sends David with presents to hb brethren in 
Saul's army, — ^Their interview. — Goliath's advance, and 
threats. — David's courageous and zealous conduct in spite 
of oppositions.*— After several conferences with his bre* 
thren and Saul, he accepts the giant's challenge. — Refuses 
Saul's armour, and equips himself with only his sling and 
pebbIes.-^The different speeches which pass between the 
combatants.— They meet —David slings one of his peb- 
bles.— TLe giant falk, and dies.— Pavid cuts off his head, 
and runs with it to the Iciog. 
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While present deeds the mass of men engage. 
Bound to the period of the passing age, 
Let us a range of wider views essay ; 
Go ages back to ancient things snrvej, 
And from these times in grateful numbers bring 
The pious life of an illustrious King, 
Who from a shepherd, low in rank, became 
The first of Monarchs in the rolls of fame ; 
Whose chequered days, and many conflicts, yield 
For contemplation an abundant field. 
There strange events we may observant scan. 
And hold the mirror of mankind to man. 
Where he may view the scenes reflected pass. 
That mark his steps as on a sea of glass ; 
And hence in fear and cautious care be led 
His path to ponder, and a slip to dread. 
Verse will attract, and oft attention ^ain 
When, if in prose, it would be done in vain ; 
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4 DAVID. 

Then may this work a two-fold sense impart, 
To please the taste, and to improve the heart : 
Since here we have to trace from page to page 
Examples to all ranks, and every age, 
Which will not only bring to present view 
What to avoid, but what we should pursue. 

The Hebrew nation was a favoured land, 
Govern^ by judges in supreme command, 
Where, freed from Pagans, Jews select abode, 
And paid their homage to one only God. 
Yet they grew discontented when they saw 
Contiguous states enjoy monarchial law. 
And kings in splendour with high honours crown'd 
Bask in the blaze, and cast a glare around. 
Too envious then, they wish'd to emulate. 
And raise a king, e^en in superior state, 
W^ho elevated, might, with sovereign hand, 
In dazzling grandeur matchless awe command, 
Assert their rights without control, afar, 
Aiid raise their banners over all in war. " 

In this they err'd ;-— and yet the grant was given . 

_ • 

For gracious purpose by indulgent Heaven ;. 

' > r ' 

A gift that might each flattering view have gainM, 

* 

Had every one his proper rank sustained ; 

■'■.'••■'* 
For things go well, when kings through all 

maintam 

A righteous conduct, and wi(h justice reign, 

^nd faithfiit sulijects prompt attention pay 

To every duty, BS\d the laws obey. 
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The sacred choice at first was fix'd on one 

Well qualified to occupy the throne ; 

On Saal^ the son of Kish, of meutals bright, 

Of arm athletic, and superior height;, 

» 

In whom at once commanding awe was seen, 
A sovereign grandeur, and a graceful mien. 
And whose pure life, and humble, ductile mind, 
Gave proof of fitness for the rank assigned. 
Thus raised to power, he for a season proved 
The people' s blessing, and a chief beloved ; 
But ah, alas ! — he came in lapse of time. 
To slight his favours, and increase in crime. 
And bj refractory deeds, with pride elate, 
At last to forfeit his imperial state ! 

Yet on Saul's brow the sacred crown remains, 
He wields the sceptre, and o'er Israel reigns ; 
lu outward rank of majesty appears. 
Now well arrived at reverential years. 
Pity indeed, where gifts so great combined, 
Both of external, and the mental kind. 
There should in him, alas ! be wanting still 
To Heaven's injunctions the subservient will ; 
But these rejected, halcyon days are o'er ; 
Aid is withheld, and he is blest no more ! 
His helm thus gone, his shatter'd bark is tost 
By jarring winds, as on a troubled coast. 
Disquietudes within hb breast are bred, 
And floating visions occupy his head ; 
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Not friends, nor feast^ bis gloomy sadness cheers^ 
Bat horrors haunt, and fears succeed to fears. 
His views are cross'd ; — in vain he bears the shield; 
For waiv overpowering desolate the field, 
And all his forc6s^ which had conquerors been 
In matchless arms, now tremble at the scene* 
A mournful change ! for that great Power wbo 

brings 
To retribution all the deeds of kings, 
Had thus withdrawn his holy help from Saul, 
Fail'd him in war, and doom'd his final fall ! 

But, ere proceeding, let us first rehearse 
What in conclusion brought the sad reverse, 
For potent reasons vire may clearly see 
Do prove the justice of the dire decree. 

After forbearance long, now came the time 
That Amalek had fill'd his cup of crime, 
For oft we find that sin o'erwhelming brings 
Ruin to empires, and the fall of kings ; 
Their sius to such enormous height had come, 
As drew upon them this decisive doom ; 
^^ That war should cause exterminating death 
To blot that nation from the face of earth.*' — 
Hence Samuel was sent to charge their fall 
To be inflicted by the hand of Saul, 
And so complete as to include the least 
Of human species, an4 of every beast* 
He went--»and wrought in part the high command, 
The work performing with a partial hand,. 
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Saving their king, the best of cattle too, 
And stores of spoil that glittered in his view. 
Retaining with this train, he Samuel meets, 
Whom thus the monarch with deception' greets : 
<< Blest of the Lord be thou ;— whilst to fulfil 
His high behest, I have perform'd his will." 

But Samuel knew more— he knew, and moum'd, 
Then thus in question to the kingretum'd : 
^^ Why then these sounds, which strike mj 

feelings deep. 
The lowing oxen, and the bleating sheep ? 
These are sad omens that mine ears assail, 
And bode events that must o'er thee prevail ; 
For I am bound by high command to call 
Thee from thy station, and denounce thy fail ! 
Hemember times now past, and thou wilt find 
For thee, alas ! a mournful change of mind ; 
Then thou wast humble, little, meek, and wise, 
And saw'st things clearly with unclouded eyes. 
Favourite of Heaven; — ^thy merits gain'd thee love 
And kind attention from thy God above ; 
By whose direction, and by whose command, 
I crown'd thee Sovereign o'er this honour'd land. 
But sad reverse ! for I must now declare 
Thy deeds are changed, and future ills prepare ; 
For disobedience and rebellion move 
The Lord to wrath, where He had blest with love. 
Hence He decrees thou shalt no longer stand 
A king deputed o'er his favour'd land, 
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Bat ihttt thy &eatiofi shall be giten to on« 
Of flfidrfe' desert to occapy the throne.*' 

Saul heard with sad dismay this dread fol new 
That sofnk at once his self-exalt«d Tiews ; 
From shift to shift he was eompell'd to fly, 
And'scarcely coold with trembling lips reply. 
At last he own'd his sin ; but now too hite •^ 
To change the purpose, or improve his state ; 
His doom was seal'd, and soon, alas ! it cama 
To stamp disgrace, and stigmatize his name ; 
F&t^ i^ercome in nlilitary strife, 
He lost his crown — and with his crown*— hite iife ! 

As Saul was doomed to yield (lie sacred crown, 
One was selected to ascend the throne, 
Wh«B« virtoons life might in th' historic paga 
Be an example worthy every age, 
And- show to fatare times how Heaven can raise 
From low degree to dignity and -praise, ' 
Advafiee In life the worthy and the just, 
And prostrate lay the pride of matt in dn^. ' 

TiMfsttd^t^ntshot^'Hkelyto'bi^fiH « ' ' 
0*ercame the Prophet — ^he lamented Sanl ; 
Biiriiidinot >ddg M^ain a irotA^l^d bi^ast^ ' ' 
Ere from ori^ffn torhe this Divtee'beh«(S^': *<^ 
<< How long, OStftauH; WlK'tHk ^^V^ft^'Sniit, 
And moarn'^r4Mi^s>M4i)«hihii^'ltfteg'bef«]H ' 
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Sare thoa hast seen him thus unfit to stand 

The guide and guardian o'er my favoured land, 

Whom for his crimes, aod for that cause alone, 

1 have decreed to dispossess the throne. 

I bid thee, then, to fill thy horn with oil, 

And set thy foot to tread another soil : 

To Bethlehem go, and there anoint me one 

Of Jesse^s sons to occapy the throne. 

For I select him to succeed to Saul, 

And rise proportion'd to that Monarch's fall.*' 

This seems not pleasant to the Prophet's ear, 
For thus he answers, and betrays his fear : 
<^ But how can I, O Lord ! fulfil thy word 
And not draw on. me a revengeful sword ? 
For if Saul bear, so great his rage will be 
That death, most certain, will be wreak'd on m«. 



His gracious God with condescension hedrs, 
And thus returns, to pacify his fears : 
^' Go theo, and to the place an heifer take, 
And say, I come a sacrifice to make : 
To this call Jesse, and his household train. 
And I wiU show thee whom I choose to reign. 



n 
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Encouraged tbofS, the kithCul Prophet went 
In solemn musing on the great evept 
On his arrival all sovprised appeal^ 
And panio-stsnck with univ^ssal fiearc 
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Some pending jadgment now they thought wis 

come, 
And Samuel charged to bear the dreadful doom* 
Hence, anxious for the worst, or for release, 
The elders question, '^ Art thou come in peace ?" 
^^ I come in peace," said he ; '' with me partake, 
For I am come a sacrifice to make ; 
Then sanctifj yourselves, for all to prove, 
Bj sacred tokens, our devoted love." 

Glad of such news, they soon in crowds unite 
And join in zeal to pay the solemn rite* 
With fervent hiBart old Jesse leaves his home, 
And, sanctified, he and his children come ; 
Present themselves, and readily prepare 
In all the duties of these rites to share. 
The Prophet's eye Eliab first beheld, 
A portly person, fit the sword to wield, 
In whom the aspect of a King was seen. 
Nobly depicted in his stately mien ; 
In such externals, to the views of all, 
A~ faithful transcript of ejected Saul : 
And hence the Prophet, from the sight alone, 
Deem'd him, as sure, to be the chosen one. 
But how misled ! although a well- versed sage 
Through intuition, and experienced age. 
Yet when off steady watch, thou wast inclined 
To wrongful bias, and to swerve in mind. 
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A proof to us this by example brings, 

Hov weak man's judgment is in sacred things. 

Here SamaePs thoaghts, of superficial kiod. 
Soon found a check to rectify his mind, 
For thus the Lord, in language understood, 
Corrects his error in convincing mOod : 
^^ Look not to stature, countenance, or mien, 
Nor set thj judgment God and man between ; 
For know that I refuse this son to bear 
My people's sceptre, or the crown to wear* 
Man sees as man, charm'd with the outward part ; 
But I regard the influence of the heart, 
For there alone the holy virtues spring 
To fit a person to become a King." 

By this reproof, the Prophet awed with fear. 
Gives to his Lord a strict, attentive ear ; 
Surrenders self, his only wish to find 
The perfect purpose of th' Unerring Mind. 

Now one by one all Jesse's sons appear, 
'Till seven pass on before th' attentive Seer, 
Who now is able, clear of sight, to see 
That none of these the favoured one must be* 
Convinced of this, he doubts that all appear, 
And questions thus, <' Are all thy children here?" 
The parent then replied : ^^ I still have one 
Thou hast not yet beheld ; my youngest son, 
Whose province is a rural life to share. 
And in the fields to tend my fleecy care, 
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^^ Go fetch him theo,"' — is Samuel's commaind, 
^' For till he come my missioo makes a stand." • 

Dispateh'd in haste, n messenger was ^ent 
To bring the stripling from his homely lent. 
David appealed : — he stood, a ruddy youth, 
Adorn'd with looks of innocence and truth : 
Of comely aspect ; healthy, strong and fair, 
Well calculated storms and toils to bear. 
Where spirits seemM with corporal stength to vie 
In the prompt action and the sparkling eye. 
He was approved :— " Now," said the Lord, 

" arise, 
Nor age nor stature in the youth despite ; 
Anoint him King ; — the rest I will dispose, 
For I select him for a noble cause." 

Obedient to the high and prompt command 
The Prophet took the horn and raised his hand. 
Then poured the oil on David's youthful head 
To rule a kipgdom and its armies lead ; 
Ob whom now came, from that eventful hour, . 
A holy spi4t from th' Almighty Power, 
Which, added to his former state of tomd 
Prepared l^Qp .e«rly for the work design'd*. 

The task petf^imi'^y withoat the if ampof fame. 
The thoughtful prophet back to Ramah came ; 
Poi|(|^^ t^ i^ogs t W .were te Ymm sh^wn, 
Aud mottn>'4 h «tt«afi<^ fpr his kingja'lenhrovm . 
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SauPs probpcrons days are now for evtt fl«d, ' 
And woes uiinttmberM occupy his head ; 
An evil spirit mukes all dark appear, 
Racks all his thoughts, and fetters all with fear ; 
For so the Lord had will'd — sostretch'd the chain, 
But bound its influence, and confined Its reign ; 
Yet thus allow'd it banefnl gloom to raise, 
His nights to sadden, and eclipse his dajs, 
To let him feel, e*en in the present time 
Part of the evils consequent on crime. 

The watchful servants now their king beheld' 
Beneath th' oppression of this spirit yield, 
AVho were all anxious to remove the cause. 
Or at the least to mitigate his woes ; 
H^nce, as they such commiseration feel. 
They meekly thus their sentiments reveal : 
^^ We see, O King ! an evil spirit come 
To blast thy blessings, and o'ercast with gloom ;' 
Then let our lord be pleased to give command 
To seek a harper chief in all the land, 
That when these glooms perplex in future days. 
He may the charms of lively music raise, ' 
Its soothing notes by yarylng sonnils display, ^ 
And drive the horrors that distracft away, - "* 
For we conceive, of all external things. 
Music io noan leannnation bring^.** 

The pMiwsitioii. pleased; thus glttS fo -find '' 
A^ T»j of hop0 to his beinghtM biiodj 
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From any outward means to quit the pest 
That so intruded, and destroyed his rest 
Hence be replies : ^' Search then, select^ and 

bring 
A hand expert to tune the trembling string. 
That hap^y by his soft melodious strain, 
1 may the sweets of former times regain**' 

A servant then rejoin'd : ^^ One I have seen 
Well versed in music, and of comelj mien, 
Son to one Jesse, skilful in the art ; 
A man of prudence, and of martial heart, 
Whose head with wisdom for his years is stored. 
Beloved of man, and favour'd of the J^ord." 

Most grateful this ; — an errand quick is sent, 
While on the issue Saul is deep intent. 
To Jesse's house the messengers now came. 
And thus addressed him in the royal name : 
^ We come to thee in peace, sent bj the King, 
And this petition from thy monarch bring ; 
That for a season thou wilt kindly spare 
Thy son, the shephenl, from his rural care ; 
For he has heard of his proficient art 
By cheering music, to revive the heart ; 
And one he wants a while with him to stay 
To entertain him with his lively play, 
For in some lonely hours he's overcome 
With drooping spirits, and is prooe to gloom.* 
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Mild Jesse soon agreed : — and now prepares 
To part the stripling from his little cares, 
His humble cot of mad and straw to leave, 
For a grand palace near a king to live ; 
Change simple scenes for elegant resort, 
And arts, and actions, and intrigues of touri ; 
His pastoral hymns forego, to hear the jar 
Of active life, and marUal songs of war, 
And see, instead of peaceful flocks surveyed. 
Thick ranks of troops, with glittering arms 
displayed. 

The thoughtful father now equipped the lad 
In his best suit, with presents best he had,. 
A compliment, in his parental view. 
On such occasions from a father due. 
A stately ass, of all his stock the head. 
He loads with wine, the fattest kid, and bread. 
For such his stor^ ; and, though but plain to bring 
To please the great, and even here — ^a king. 
Yet they bore witness of his hearty zeal 
To grant his utmost for his sovereign's weal. 
'Tis not by cost such tokens we approve, 
But as sincere, and as the pledge of love ; 
Hence smaller things are often valued moT« 
Than splendid gifts from an abundant store. 

Provided thus, the youthful rustic goes 
To niMt he knows not what-*of bliss — or woes; 
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But in the sequel such as rarely can 
Become the miDgled, changefal lot of man. 
These 'tts onr task, in retrospective view^ 
Faithful to trace, and on the page ren^w, 
Which will in us our mixt sensations raise, 
T' admire — condemn — to honour, blame, and 

praise ; 
But paramount, we shall be pleased to find 
A noble, virtuous, and a zealous mind. 

The Ring received the youth with open heart 
In hopes of comfort from his soothing art. 
His best he tried, prompt or by night or day. 
Whenever call'd before the King to play ; 
Which for a season tended to comprise. 
To lull his passions, and to blunt his woes. 
Thus captivated, Saul in warmth began 
To prize the music, and to love the man. * 
Hence he requested Jesse now would spare 
His son still longer from domestic care ; 
For he acknowledged, to the parent's joy, 
He grew in favour under his employ. 
The father granted : — Da^id now became 
The royal favourite, and a youth of fame. 
Promoted to the armour-bearer's place, 
Each station filling with becoming grace. 

A gleam of sunshine rose; — the King improved. 
The music grateful^ aud the youth- beloved ; 
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But time ere k»g bj sad experiettce show'd, 
The gall laid dormaiit, aad was soim renew'4 : . ' 
Peace was bat transient ; — music could not go 
Down to the root of his conflicting woe; . . 
The cause- laid deeper far, and call'd for more 
Than harp or timbiel could to him restore; 
And even music, which may sweet appear, 
In time grows dull, and satiates the ear. 
Thus may the dusky Ethiopian try 
To change the colour of his sable dye ; 
But vain attempt I^— no wash can change the skio, 
Too deep the tincture takes its seat within. 

Here many comforts David might enjoy, 
Yet strange to him was such a changed employ^. 
Changed from th' engagements of his early youth, 
Sweet times of peace, of innocence, and truth. 
To these his favourites oft his thoughts he turn'd^ 
And at the loss of what he loved, he moura'd* " 
At last he sees the favoured season come 
To leave the palace fmr his peaceful home, ; 

AVhich he embraces with an anxioas mind 
The placid comforts of past scenes to find*. 
Home he regains^ his solid peac*^ and ease, 
Where irksosietraramels and eottrt-*bufitks cease ; 
Resuming there his ibvmer sacred strain > • 

Of hymns. and psalms, he tunes his harp again, 
Ajid theFe,\beiiealii a sw.oet eeruj^a^n ;skjr» ) * 
He quiet ^VwhikA«JlsiiW6r,#4M^ug^|rt 
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Aod oft be sang : — ^^ When I the heavens sarrey 
Which thy great ivorks, Almighty God, display, 
The sun — ^the moon — ^the stars — ^by day and night, 
I'm lost in Thee, thy majesty and might, 
And think uf man, that tbou from beav'n shoaldst 

bow 
To visit him — a worm on earth below 1 
Yet thott hast given him a capacious mind, 
A little lower than th' angelic kind, 
And crowned with honour, whilst at thy command 
He rules creation over sea and land." 
While David thus ; — Saul is at active war 
With pagan forces mnster'd from afar, 
Whose chiefs into the field vast armies draw. 
And keep the Hebrews in perpetual awe. 
Th' opposing hosts on adverse hills are seen 
Divided only by a vale between. 
While from the ranks on the Philistine side, 
Issue the vaunts of insolence and pride. 
Who now, buoy'd up, roll the triumphant car, 
And spread their banners as the chief in war, 
Where first in front, to lead and awe command, 
Goliath takes his elevated stand ; 
A giant famed, who, since the world began, 
Was never eqnalPd by the race of man. 
Six cubits and a span his towering height 
With limbs proportioned, and of equal might ; 
Whose savage looks to all around impart 
The certain marks of a ferocious heart. 
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Thas this huge champion with grim visage standi, 
And braves the mightiest of the sacred bands. 
Day after day his challenge he renews, 
And all around with eye indignant views. 
At whose high stature, and gigantic frown, 
SauPs troops recoil regardless of renown ; 
They hear with terror the loud vaunting foe. 
And sink desponding ere he strikes a blow. 

Here in Saul's army, checked by these alaroii, 
Two sons of Jesse were employ'd in arms. 
From whom the father often wishM to hear, 
As their known perils raised parental fear f 
And anxious too some tokens to. convey 
To those who now in camp and danger lay, 
David he calls, his youngest son, to bear ^ 

His pledge of kindness to these sons in war. 
*' Go now," says he, " and^ to thy brethren take 
These small memorials for their father's sake : 
With these provisions to the army tread. 
Of cheese, parcb'd com, and latest batch of bread; 
And in respect, (for such the great receive,) 
Ten of the cheeses to their captain give. 

Soon as the morn, with oriental light 
Diffused its beams, and chased away the night, 
The youth arose with prompt and pliant will, 
His father's orders anxious to fulfil* 
With one of trust he left his bleating care 
And sped with ardour to the field of war. 
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Arrived at camp ; loud shoutings rend the sk j^ 
To dare to battle^ and the Jews defy. 
David intent ; his charge with one he leaves, 
The carriage-keeper, and his care relieves ; 
Then with fraternal haste he darts among 
The glittering ranks and railitarj throng, 
And finds his brethren, whom, in part by guess, 
He recognizes in their martial dress. 
He asks their health, if well in war they fare ? 
And kindly tells them of their father's care. 
They in return ; — but while they talking stood 
Their foe advanced, and, in terrific mood, 
Defied their armies with a thundering roar. 
As oft repeated in the days before ; 
Daring in challenge, at his usual post, 
The strength and courage of the sacred host. 
^* Accurs'd," says he, " now from my vengeance 

fly, 

Or meet your fate, and be content to die. 
You I defy I — but why this gathering power, 
To end the conflict of a single hour. 
When here alone, to you advanced I stand, 
And dare the bravest of your mighty band ? 
Then if you boast a hero, let him come^ 
And here together we will seek our doom. 
If death I suffer from his nervous hand, 
Henceforth your slaves ^hall be oar prostrate land; 
But if I conquer, it shall be our due 
As fairly won, such servitude from you/' 
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At this stem language, all the host to dare, 
Nooe durst encounter such a risk in war, 
But panic-struck, they look'd in sad dismay, 
And let him reign the tyrant of the day/ 

David beheld, and,-fiU'd with holy zeal. 
His bosom panted for his country's weal, 
When he no longer could inert remain, 
And thus broke forth in an emphatic strain : ' ' 
^ What is yon foe that he should thus appear,' 
With 'head uplifted, and defying- spear, " 
To come in. arms array'd, and vauntin<^, boost. 
To be the terror of Jehovah's host, 
Affright your warriors with his martial nod, 
And scorn the armies of the living pod ? 
What ! — not an arm that can the monster slay, 
To take from Israel this reproach away ? 

His brethren heard him, (as they stood not far,) 
Thus speak with courage like a man of war ; 
.Who judge as men, and gladly would persuade 
To keep at distance from the tyrant's blade ; 
And stem Eliab, whom it ill became. 
Thus chides with rashness to repress his flame : . 
^* Why com'st thou here ? — rwhom hast thou left 

to keep 
Amidst the desert thy neglected sheep ? 
I know thy haughtiness, thy schemes of art. 
Thy lofty notions, and thy pride of heart ; 



M DAVID. 

For thou art come, where ^thoa bast no •mploj, 
To see the battle^ and the sight enjoj/ 
Harsh was the charge^ a poor requital made 
For all the kindness which the youth convey'd ; 
Enough indeed to quash and keep lum still. 
If prompted only by the human willy 
But close he kept to his more certain guide. 
That check'd resentment, or retort of pride. 
And, in the room of irritated ire, 
More warmly raised his supernatural fire : 
Hence short he questioned, (pointing to their foes,) 
** Where have I err'd-.-See ! is there not a cause ?" 

Meek, and yet firm, all oppositions fail. 
Nor can persuasions to retract prevail. 
For now he offers to accept the call 
To single combat for his sovereign Saul ; 
To meet at once in the unequal fight 
To hurl the tyrant from his towering height, 
And free the army from their long annoy. 
To the king's comfort, and the kingdom's joy. 

Thus David's firmness close attention drew. 
And strong sensations moved the trembling crew, 
Where all admired the energy and zeal 
Profess'd so warmly for the public weal ; 
And though a judgement from external view 
No sanguine hopes could in their breasts renew, 
(Such disproportion struck at once the sight. 
In arms, in armour, countenance, and might,} 
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Yet on their gloom this cast a cheering raj, 
That Toid of hazard they might win the daj, 
Bj favour gain, if Heaven the zeal instilPd^ 
Or lose hut little, if they lost the field. 
Hence to eocoarage, in alluring strain, 
Thej state rewards that such a deed would gain, 
^ Our Lord the King," with emphasis they said, 
*' This price has fix'd upon the tyrant's head ; 
The victor, and his father's house, shall be 
Clear of taxation, and for ever free, 
With riches — ^hooours*<-and the gift of one' 
Of his fair daughters, to become his son." 

Thus some endeavoured to augment his flame 
By sounding freedom— wealths — alliance^— -fame ; 
Whilst some, who proud of news like this to beai^, 
Rehearsed it quickly in the monarch's ear. 
And soon return'd, commanding them to bring 
The cheering youth before the drooping king ; 
Who, now bereft of better sight, as man 
Look'd on the deed, and doubting thus began ; 
'^ Thy valour's great, but thy experience' far 
From needful knowledge in the arts of war. 
Thou art a youth, and of inferior height ; 
He a huge monster of o'erwhelming might : 
Thy habits peaceful, free from bloody strife ; 
He versed in slaughter from his early life, 
Whose very aspect, and high fame in arms, 
Fore-nm his deeds, and far diffuse alarms. 
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In such a case can I then entertain 

The smallest hopes to have the giant slain ?'' 

Thus Saul; — when David undismayM began: 
'^ O mighty monarchy thou exalted man, 
No more despond, nor let thy courage fail, 
Fqr kdow this tyrant never can prevail ; 
Though for a while he may, with fierce command, 
Diffuse alarms, and paralyse the land. 
Yet his career must end ; — ^his time is past, 
And all his boastings will receive a blast. ^ 
I will go fight him, and my lord shall see. 
Where blessings fall — on pagans, or on thee ; 
For Israel has been raised with mighty hand 
To root pollutions from the sinful land. 
Youth that I am, unknown to public fame. 
Yet what I've done the future shall proclaim ; 
For once, in tending 'of my father's stock, 
A lion rush'd pmidst the trembling flqck. 
And stole a lamb ; — with eager haste I ran. 
Ami to engage the king of beasts began. 
He roar*d and struggled through the deadly fray, 
But I was favoured, and I won the day ; 
I made the monarch of the woods to bleed. 
And life to forfeit for th* audacious deed. 
So once a bf*ar, upon one closing day, 
PurloinM a sheep, and thieving slunk away ; 
But I pursued him with his suffering prize. 
Tore out his life, and left him to the skies. 
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•Tbj servant ihas, in single-handed ^trife^ ' 
Bereft the lion and the bear of life ; 
I^ike one of these, th' uncircumcised shall die, 
And his vast armj shall like cowards flj, 
Since h^ pofaneon sacred things has trod. 
And scom'd the armies of the living God ; 
For that great Powbr which held the lion's paw, 
Will lay in dust the proud, triumphing foe, 
Through means unlooked for will diflfuse alarm. 
And send his vengeance by a feeble arm,'' ' 

Thus David spoke, and by his cheering strain 
The King revives, and feels some hope again ; 
His fears 'k'educe — a martial glow succeeds. 
Raised by th' heroic>speQch, and promised deeds ; 
'^ Go then 5" says he, ^^ and be the Lord with thee, 
To bless thy efforts, and the nation free; 
And sure reward shall to the act succeed 
To crowq the prowess of so great a deed." 

But ere he goes, the King his care extendi, 
And the young hero for the fight defends, 
Placing dependance on external things, 
For such, alas, are carnal-minded kings. 
Ail his owq armour o'er the youth he spread,^ 
His coat of mail, and helmet for the head. 
With his grand sword :--^but David quickly found 
He must not venture on such slender ground ; 
Hence these he casts — protection lays aside, 
And keeps close governed by his surer Guide. 

G 
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Thus Saul he left ; then from a neighbouring brook 
Into his bag five flii^tj pebbles took. 
These, and his sling and staff, his arms compose ; 
With these he faces his tremendous foes, 
The chief of whom, tho' high in martial fame, 
Ne*er moved tlie tenor of his noble aim : 
Praise-worthy task ! the loftj to pull down, 
And to restore the sceptre to the crown. 

Meanwhile the Gathian, conscious of his power. 
Strode on, unconscious of the fatal hour ; 
Vaunting aloud the dread of Israel stood, 
Big with the thoughts of slaughter and of blood. 
A helmet, carved, of brass high poli&h'd made, 
Claspt round his locks, to save his brawnj head ; 
A metal target, cumberous and strong, 
Betwixt his shoulders, force-defying, hung ; 
A well-proved mail his frame surrounded, bright^ 
Of size amazing, and of ponderous weight ; 
Five thousand shekels weigh'd the bullion mass 
Composed entirely of refulgent brass. 
From his hi£;h knee, continued to the ground. 
Metallic greaves his legs environed round ; 
Whose limbs for muscles ne*er were match'd 

before. 
Nor the whole system for athletic powen 
Proud in his hand he held a monstrous spear, 
And often wheePd it to excite a fear. 
Six hundred shekels weigh'd the weapon's head, 
And high-proof steel composed the glittering blade; 
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The ponderous stafif of which, alone, might seem 
Once to have heen an ample weaver^s heam. 
A dan|i;ling sword hung sheath'd, and o'er the field 
A page before him bore a studded shield, 
More for a pageant show, and high parade, 
Than any safeguard from a warrior's blade. 

Thus clad in arms the champion paced tbt 
ground. 
And with high scorn survey'd the powers around ; 
Holding defiance in his sanguine hand. 
He deem'd the Jews a servile, conquer'd band. 
As some wild steed, in lux'rious pastures fed, 
Snorts at the crowd, and flings aloft his head ; 
So stretch'd Goliath — prancing — ^frownmg— -vain, 
And on opposers look'd with high disdain. 
But David fear'd not ; — ^nor he longer stood. 
But rush'd to combat for his country's good ; 
With active step, to meet in duel, came. 
Regardless of his might, or mighty fame. 
And bravely scom'd the loudly sounding shield. 
Or all the shoutings of the high-flush'd field. 

Behold the meeting combatants !•— see here 
A rural youth, without a shield or spear, 
Stranger to war, who never learnt to throw 
A death-wing'd arrow from th' elastic bow. 
No coat of mail to save his person on, 
But fhepherd-like, in humble dress alone ; 

c2 
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No martial aspect, nor a frowning brow. 
Bat cornel J fealnred, and in statnre low* 
This only he, (which all his looks proclaim,) 
A jouthful, meek, an auioflfending swain. 
But there opposed, — Goliath ! — man of might ! 
Of frowning aspect, and stnpendons height ; 
High-skiird in acts attendant on the shield, 
And flush'd with conquests in the martial field. 
Of military port the dread of all. 
From the raw plough-boy to experienced Saul, 
Graced out with ponderous arms, of polish high, 
That flash and glitter, dazzling to the eye. 
And clad in mail, which never man before 
Could bear the weight of, nor in battle wore. 

Thus stood the two ; — whilst David's state and 

Swell'd up Goliath with redoubled rage, 
Whose starting eyes roll'd with convulsive fire. 
And a ftush'd face betray'd his inward ire ; 
Vppn the topmost pinnacle of pride, 
Aloof he stopd, and all the world defied ; 
In high disdain he held our warrior's age. 
And thus he vented his iodignant rage : 
"Am I a dog?! — where does my weakness lie, 
That with thy staff thou i^nean'st my power to try i 
Coaae (lere, rash boy t tp ^eel mj ponderous blade 
And death shall hover o'iCr thy swimming bead ;, 
Then tor devouring beasts thou shalt be food. 
And ravenous dogs sball lap th/ streaming blood, 
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Wild hungry vultares tear tbj mangled frame, 
And future ages stigmatize thy name, 
Who dar'st thus come, with arrogant design, 
To tempt the vengeance of an arm like mide." 

Thus having said, some steps advanced he trod, 
And cursed our warrior by his idol-god. 
When he had ended, David then began 
To answer thus the dread-commanding man : 
^ Thou com'st to me with sword, with shield, 
and spear, 

Presuming — cursing — and devoid of fear; 

Not so I come to thee ; few are my arms. 
Nor calculated-to excite alarms; 
Butin the Name, and with the chastening rod, 
I come to thee, of our Almighty God, 
The Lord of Hosts, that ruling Power, denied 
By thee and thine, and in your pride defied. 
But know !— for this He will his might reveal. 
And right of vengeance on your armies seal. 
When all shall see, as they behold th' alarms, 
He can chastise without the aid of arms ; 
For to the Lord belongs the righteous cause, 
Whose indignation will o'erwhelm his foes : 
And, spite of all, in this unequal field, 
Thou and thy army shall be made to yield. 
And thy prediction, so severe on me, 
Shall in fall force be hurl'd on thine and thee ; 
For at my feet thou soon shalt tumble dead, 
And thine own sword shall sever off thy head, 
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When thoa dnd nambcrs of ihj host shall lay 
To ravenous vultures and wild beasts a prey. 
'Tis not myself, I know, (poor, weak, and frailO 
That can o'er thee, thy arms, and power prevail : 
Ah, no indeed ! — but 'tis decreed on high 
That thou and thousands of thy host shall die. 
Assured of this, I take the field alone ; 
I face thy fury, and your gods I scorn, 
From whom I fear no ill, I dread no fall, 
For our Jehovah rules and reigns o'er all. 
Who will by this to aftertimes disclose 
Where man for safely can alone repose, 
And show that all who in their idols trust 
Depend on shadows, and confide in dust. 

This language vex'd the overbearing foe, 
Who now prepared to give the deadly blow. 
And, swinging round in air his massive lance. 
With murdercus mien, he makes one step advance ; 
But David, who the brandish'd sword defied, 
Still firmly on Omnipotence relied. 
And having in his weapon fix'd a stone^ 
A simple pebble, and but only one. 
He, all alert, made every muscle spring. 
That plied the force of his unerring sling ; 
When from its fangs the whizzing bullet flew. 
By secret gnidauce in direction true, 
And in the giant's head, with ringing sound, 
ImpresB'd the brain, and struck a deadly wound. 
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He reel'd confused, as if the shock to brave^ 
But 800D he fell, beyond all power to save, 
With thand'ring sound, prone from his tow'rtng 

height, 
And eyes that snnk in death's eternal night, 
To close his long career of blood and strife, 
And end in forfeit his feroc^ious life. 
As the tall cedar falls with crashing sound, 
And far extends its shatter'd boughs around ; 
So fell at once this vast, stupendous frame, 
And left oblivion to entomb his fame* 

The clashing fall, and clang of brazen arms. 
Flew through the host, and spread the dire alarms, 
JFor far they roll'd, by distant echoes tost. 
And died away in tremulous murmurs lost. 
All were deep struck, confounded and amazed, 
While each on each in wild disorder gazed, 
For in despondence, and overwhelming grief. 
All hope departed with their fallen chief. 

Behold the monster now along the ground, 
Expanded laid, with scatter'd arms around ; 
Ontstretch'd in death, and all his boastings fledf 
A useful caution to presumption laid. 
To him th' heroic youth now nimbly ran. 
And stood elated o'er the fallen man, 
Unsheath'd his sword, and^ with the glittering 

blade, 
B J bold incision, setefi off his headt 
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ReanimatioD now with rapture ran. 
Through Israel's camp, diffused from man to mao^ 
Whose hearts no longer palpitate with fear, 
Nor former terrors in their looks appear; 
For when, through aid of oTer-ruling Power, 
Success attended in that happy hour. 
Alacrity unbound, and vigour new, 
With martial yalour through the army flew, 
And to th' illustrious hero then arose 
Alrifanultaneous burst of high applause ; 
Loud acclamations rang throughout the band. 
Reverberating o'er the joyful land. 

Ere the meridian of that morning's sun 
This highly favoured, brilliant deed was done ; 
And when the host of adverse power beheld 
Their mighty hero slaughtered on the field. 
And all th' opprest emerging from their fear. 
Rushing impetuous in a full career. 
The lately hectoring warriors began , 
To fly their stations, and for safety ran. 
Swift from the field, o'er the retreating plain. 
The rescued host pursued the vanquish'd train. 
And in the rout, the flying troops o'erthrew 
Unnumber'd wounded, and vast numbers slew. 

Meantime the victor (while the army fled) 
The campj the treasures, and the arms surveyed, 

s 

Where spoils awhile employed bis busy care. 
As due to conquerors in the field oi war^ 
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Bat done with speed, he quickly turned again 
His keen attention to the monster slain, 
Whose head he takes, and hears along the groond, 
As hlood fresh issues from the recent wound, 
Holding this token in his hurden'd hand 
Of the deliyerance of their suffering land. 

Thus jouthful David, chief of heroes found. 
Was early with exalted honours crowned. 
For even females, with their harp and voice, 
Could with the soldiers in the joy rejoice. 
And now, while victory raised th' exulting song, 
With nimhle step he huoyant tript along, 
And to the king with joy triumphant ran 
To give this trophy of the conquer'd man. 

Whilst David thus convey'd the member slam,: 
He met with Ahner as he crossed the plain. 
Who, struck with rapture at so brave a deed, 
(Which all at once had thus his country freed,) 
Praised his high valonr, and advanced his name,, 
As^Well entitled to the meed of fame» 
•Uniting thus in triumph o'er the dead, 
fie to the king the youthful victor led^ 
Where David at his feet transported cast 
The pleasing signs of what sa, lately passed; 
At sight of which the late desponding Saul 
Gave rapturous welcome to the tyrant's fall, 
With pleasure looked npon each woanded pore^ 
And thought the time of aU bis troubles oVi 

c5 
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Grateful io David, he unites applause 
For such exertions in the public cause. 
And will not grant him anj more to lea^ 
The royal palace with his sire to live, 
But place assigns him underneath his dome 
T' employ his future days and make his home, 
Intent to raise him and advance him stilly 
As qualified the higher ranks to fill, 
For thus relieved as by a single stroke. 
It transient thanks and gratitude awoke. 

Thus closed the huge Goliath's hostile IKe, 
A chief and champion in Philistine strife, 
Who long had stood their guard and guiding star^ 
And mighty bulwark in the front of war, 
Whose acts and death have, in the sacred page, 
Been handed down from thence through every age^ 
Due cautions and instructions to convey^ 
E'en to the people of the present day* 

Who was it that events like these did send ? 
Who worked these wonders, and produced this 

end? 
Is it of chance we can these things relate ? — 
Of fickl^ fortune, or determined fate ? 
No ! — spurn the thought ! — nay, almost let the 

name 
Suffuse the Christian with a blush of shame t 
It was the Almighty's work; that great First Caniii 
From whence all being to ejusteoce fpie; 
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Whose powerfal Fiat^ and creative migfat, 
Formed earth, and ocean, and the solar light ; 
Who made this globe know its diamal race, 
And whirl'd the planets in the field of space. 
Hence, He who gave to all its wondrons birth, 
Can all dissolve, and sink at once in death : 
That Sovereign power, who said, " Let there be 

With equal ease could say, « Let there be night," 
When sun and stars to darkness would be hnrl'd^ 
And chaos-horrors overwhelm the world 1 
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ARGUMENT. 

Jonathan bein; closely attached to David, a strong and 
mutual love commences.— David's great advance in faronr 
with the people and at court. — SauFs gloomy darkness, and 
envy of David.—He meditates his death, and casts a 
javelin at him. — David is reduced in office and credit, aafSur 
as Saul can accomplish it. — He attempts his death in a 
dangerous exploit in war, under promise of his eldest 
daughter, Merab. — David succeeds, but Saul gives her to 
another. — David and a younger sister, Michal,are mutual! j 
attached. — She is offered him at the price of another 
hazardous engagement. — He again proving successful, has 
his favourite given him. — The marriage. — Saul renews his 
hatred to his now Son.in-law.— Fresh war with the Philis- 
tines. — A battle, in which David and his forces are victo« 
rious. — His praise excites fresh envy in Saul, who orders 
his servants to kill him. — Jonathan informs David, and * 
they propose a plan to souod the father's real state of mind. 
— Jonathan pleads with his father on David's behalf.— 
He succeeds, and Saul grants David's life with an oath. — 
JVll now reconciled at Court, David resumes his musical 
services. — War agahi with the Philistines.--A successful 
battle raises David still higher in esteem, and proves a 
trpsh excitement to Saul's ill win towards him. — He agaio 
throws a dart at him. — David flies home to his wife» 
but is sent after to be slain there. — Michal contrives and 
effects his escape. — He goes to Ramah. — Saul's servants 
are deceived by Michal, with an image instead of her 
husband.— Saul goes himself with threats to his daughter. 
—•Samuel takes David to the school of the Prophetb.-^ 
Saul sends different servants after him, but none return.—- 
He goes himself, but is detained, and prophesies like tha 
rest. — David slips home again to his wife. — Saul re- 
turns. — ^Jonathan and David contrive another time, after 
he has had this experience, to judge of his disposition at a 
feast— They renew their eDgagements of friendship b^ 
tweea themselves. 
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At the late ioterriew, when grateful Sanl 
So greeted David at the gentile's fall, 
The kiDg^s next heir, in an attentive mood. 
And strict observance of their oonduct^ stood ; 
The lovely Jonathan, a noble yonth, ^ 
Compound of wisdom, innocence, and trath. 
Who, from the victor's mien and deed acbiefed, 
A high opinion of his worth conceived ; 
From whence the prince in sympathy began 
To feel attraction and to love the man. 
Of noble parts himself, he joy'd to find 
In this fine youth similitude of mind ; 
Hence, mutual friendship, kindly cherished, gvesr^ 
Free and refined, as ever mortals knew ; 
At last so fixed and oft so strongly proved. 
That times and changes neither party inoved ; 
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Wtih rippling waves, of aznre, dappled o'er^ 
That sweetlj murmur as thej reach the shore ; 
But when the storms arise their heauties cease, 
The winds and waters know no longer peace. 
Bat raging hillows, though so calm before, 
Roll mountains high, and foaming dash the 

shore, 
When stately barks are oft confusedly horl'd 
To wreck and ruin in a watery world : 
So realized in Saul ; — ^to calms succeed, 
Storm after storm, and many a desperate deed. 

Time now for David came to bid adieu 
To all the grandeur which he lately knew; 
For he must flee that court where darkness 

reigns, . 
And thought of murder an admission gains. 
The king grown jealous of increasing fame, 
With grief he heard the oft-repeated name, 
While at the praise upon the youth bestow'd, 
With fear he trembled, and with fury clow'd. 
And now to view, with aggravating thought, ^ 
The former honours to his mind are brought, 
When Hebrew matrons, in their burst of joy, 
Could harp and song exultingly employ. 
As from the field where great Goliath bled 
The chieftain back their conquering armies led ; 
" And did they not," says he, " upon that day 
On harps and tabrets in their raptures play, 
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WiihiODgs of triumph, and of blazing fame . 
To raise above his king the victor's name. 
Proclaiming loud that on th' Embattled plain 
He had ten thousands — I my thousands slain ? 
Advancing thus the subject o'er his lord 
As thej the minion for the deed adored. 
What higher favour then can now be shown ? 
What but the kingdom, and with it — the crown?" 

Thesejealous fears haunt Saul, and feed his strife, 
Which prompt him to endanger David's life, 
For this supplanter he resolves to slay. 
And at one stroke drive all his griefs away. 
But sad mistake ! for, if this pest were gone, 
He soon would find they centred not in one, 
Nor in externals ; for his griefs are bred 
Within his breast, and by the passions fed. 
One restless night he pass'd, and soon as day 
Broke early light, he call'd the youth to play, 
Who, ever ready at his king's command, 
Brought forth his harp, and took his usual stand, 
And soon began enlivening tunes to play 
To drive the horrors of the night away; 
But ere a word Saul's quivering lips had pass'd, 
A barbed dart he snatch 'd, and fiercely cast. 
When quick to David, as it went, he said, 
^ Now to the wall I will transfix thee dead I" 
Bat the keen weapon failed t' inflict the wound. 
And spent its fury on the marble ground. 
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FoiPd In bis aim, he now attempts again 
A second time, bat still attempts in tain. 
Fop that great Power that oyermleth all 
Gate not bis chosen to the will of Saul, 
But interposed, with providential care, 
His favoured one for fatare work to spare. 

David, confounded at so vile a deed, 
Now for bis life fled with his greatest speed, 
And deeply pondered to find out the cause 
From whence sucb hatred undeserved arose ; 
But, free from guilt, nor feeling conscious smart, 
Peace gave some comfort to a troubled heart 
Here then commenced with thee a share of foils ; 
A life perplex'd with multifarious toils. 
In which thou hadst a weighty charge to bear ; 
Much to enjoy — ^but signal griefs to share. 

Saul was confused — chagrin'd — in grief and 
shame, 
When thus abortive his designs became. 
As such attempts in that well-favoured hour. 
Exposed his will, as well as futile power, 
And gave the injured, unoffending swain^ 
Warning to gua^, and shun the like again. 

By degradations David now must fall 
At the stem mandate of capricious Saul ; 
From placo and honours now, alas ! he must 
Descend tQ stations of inferior trust. 
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Forbtd the rojal presence, he no more 

Mast stand in credit as in days before ; 

O'er the whole nation's troops no more command, 

But.o'er one thousand only take his stand* 

Invention's rack'd — ^no means are left behind, 

Disgrace to foster in the public mind, 

.His fame to tarnish, his just rights disown 

And all his merits in obliyion drown. 

3at vain attempt l — for though so great a fall 

Was thus inflicted by revengeful Saul, 

Y.et .here his patience, and his self-command, . 

Still gain'd the favour of a Heavenly Hand ; 

For the same Power which had been pleased to 

raise. 
Would not desert him in his clouded days, 
l^ut grant him wisdom and superior light, 
His steps to order and direct aright ; 
Hence more he shone in each contrasted thing, 
When set in view with the bewilder'd king, 
Whose .dark inveterate plans all blank became^ 
That blasted not, but much increased his fame. 
And let the nation see, in clearest view 
Their, favours had been placed where iustly due ; 
That, whether high in life at court to rest, 
W^itl^ royal favours and chief honours blest; 
Or thus depressed, degraded, and o'erbome, 
He humbly drooped, the offcast -of the throne, 
He still was favoured through the whole to move 
Their admiratiooy gratitude, and love ; . 
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Aod far more fitted, court and kingdom saw. 
To sway the sceptrey and dispense the law ; 
To grace the throne, with counsel most sedate. 
And wisely guide the weighty helm of state. 
Saul thus perplex'd, began his schemes anew, 
To art^ to guile, and stratagem he flew ; 
^' These fail," said he, '^ but others I will try, 
And to the chance of doubtful battles fly, 
For there some dart, wingM from a favoaring bow, 
May prove his end— -and end with him my woe, 
By which I may my hand from death restrain. 
And yet completely such a riddance gain.'' 
To war he turns ; — and just as far succeeds 
As brings fresh honours on the hero's deeds. 

Two daughters had the king, and right of oQe 
Belonged to David for his service done ; 
A public contract unfulfill'd by Saul, 
In due requital for Goliath's fall; 
But now this recompense he brings to view. 
In hostile dangers David to renew, 
To whom at last, as if in generous will. 
He owns the right, and will that right fulfil. 
Hence he contracts, if David will but fight 
The adverse hosts with all courageous might. 
In deeds of prowess keep alive alarm. 
And break the vigour of the pagan arm ; 
He will on him his eldest child bestow, 
And in fair Merab all his claim allow. 
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This sure was favour of superior kind, 
And yet not grateful to the heroes mind. 
This maid had not his close attachment moTed, 
It was the younger he admired and loved, 
Who on her part had not in secret seal'd 
A tender passion which a blush reveaPd. 
This lively nymph by deep impression warms, 
And oft he wanders o^er her lovely charms ; 
As well he might, for in her face was seen 
The placid smile, and in her air — ^the queen ; 
While in each sphere in which she had to move, 
Love she excited, for she lived in love. 

Propitious change ! (such turns there are in life !) 
For Merab now becomes another's wife ! 
By schemes and whims, unstable as the wind, 
The wavering Monarch changed his fickle mind, 
And, by his absolute parental sway, 
Consign'd her thus, perhaps unwill'd, away ; 
While David at the turn was well content. 
And joy'd in secret at the kind event. 
Beholding now that if he may have one, 
His dearest Michal it will be— or none. 
The mutual passion in the two had been 
Amongst the courtiers evidently seen. 
Who now to Saul the tender news impart, 
Union to urge of hand, as well as heart. 

The king received it with a look benign, 
But smother'd in his smile a dark design, 
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And thoughts like these : ^ I will not now forbear. 

Bat grant the damsel to become his snare ; 

He shall, to gain her, in unequal strife 

Engage superior power and risk his life; 

Tes, I will now again to battle flj, 

And, all arranged in safer order, try, 

Where may some bow a poisoned arrow send^ 

To crown my wish, and all my sorrows end." 

Terms he proposed — and David to fulfil 

The proposition, met the royal will. 

No less were these than, ere a certain day. 

He should one hundred of the Pagans slay. 

And bring a proof, if he should so succeed. 

Before the blessing crown'd the venturous deed. 

Thus he must now take up offensive arms, 

And fight through blood to gain his Michal'a 

charms ; 
Terms not ungrateful, for by such a strife 
He show'd his ardour to obtain his wife ; 
And females like it not in suitors* eyes. 
To yield unpurchased, and too cheap a prize, 
Still more in her, (so high in rank to be,) 
To stoop to one of sach a low degree. 
He went^>-*he fought — successful was his caas«. 
And death was doubled on the heathen foes. 
Elate, be hack retum'd with cheering pride, 
Tho' doubly doubtful to obtain his bride. 
For in the king he knew it would destroy, 
Rather than prove an animating joy, 



BOOK II. 49 

Since he retnrned alive with added fame, 
And with such views of recompense to claim : 
Tet to his word Saul due observance paid, 
And granted him the captivating maid, . 
In pride, as honor, did the grant fulfil, 
Though much opposed to his ill-govem'd will. 
Thus great reward to David now succeeds, 
For love and honours crown, his prosperous deeds. 

The globe roU'd on, when the returning light 
Broke forth again successive to the night. 
O'er Palestine diffused its early ray, 
Arousing mortals to enjoy the day ; 
A welcome time, which so auspicious proved 
As join'd our hero to the maid he loved. 

The nuptial morn thus brightly usher'd in, 
The bustling scenes throughout the court begin ; 
A royal feast attends the marriage rites, 
And every heart in general joy delights ; 
E'en sullen Saul, as wines upon him steal,* 
Feels transient mirth, and thinks the pleasure real, 
For now well-fiU'd the silver vases shine. 
While golden goblets deal the sparkling wine. 
And music adds, as nimble fingers play. 
Exhilaration to the jovial day. 
Thus, after many a check, and doubt and feu*, . 
All they surmount, with pleasing views to cheer. 
And on this day in consummation prove 
A happy union in the bonds of love. 

D 
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Prospects now flatter, and to David rise. 
Like an ascending sun through spotless skies | 
But ah ! how oft, before the vivid light, ^ f t 
Clouds intervene as with the shades of oigbt I 
So proved it here ;— ere bliss was long>.enj«7'd,. 
Th^ cup of pleasure was with paia alloj'^ c. 

Fr^h deeds of war now rose from pagan strife^ 
Thalt e'en of thousands cut the thread of life, 
For these proud infidels, once more, again 
Their camps erected on a spacious plain ^ 
E*en all their princes gathered from afar. 
And brought their- quotas to the geneiiii. war« 
Roused by reverses, and their Hero's fall,' • 
Through David's conquests^ and the arms of Saul, 
Retaliation now thej breathe, and boast 
Of dealing vengeance on the Hebrew host, 
When their swoln armies spreading wide and far. 
Form a dire aspect in the field of war/' 

David must now give up his bridal charms. 
To face the fury of this horde in arras. 
His troops he raised, prepared with eager might 
For king and country all opposed to fight, 
But not like them, with vain assuming boasts, 
For his dependence is ^' the. liord of .Hosts." 

Just at the' dappling of the dawning Kght 
He rose, all anxious, from a thoughtful night ; 
Aroused to arms — ^graced with his studded shield. 
And with his forces faced th' embattled field. 
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Soon t|ie load clang is heard as troops engage } 
The shields are flourished, and the javelins vige ; 
The Jews, all-vigorous, deal their vengeance butp 
And send around their missile bolts of irnr, . 
When soon, behold, their foes defeated yield, 
And with lost honour quit th' ensangiii'd iield| 
While these victorious, in reward of toil, 
Are recompensed with golden heaps of spoil. 

Such gallant deeds repeated o'er and o'er, 
Advanced their leader higher than before ; 
The rescued nation knew not how to raise 
Their gratulations to his worth of praise ; 
E'en livelj girls, and many a Hebrew dame. 
Again with music his great deeds proclaim, 
Exalting him to honour's highest post. 
While Saul is nearly in their fervour lost. 

As smothered flax, when hidden sparks remam. 
May soon to raging flames burst forth again, 
So thus with envious Saul, whose latent ire 
Again re-kindled with increase of fire. 
For when he saw the youth's achievement yield 
Such brilliant honours in the martial field. 
And him return (so late a shepherd swain) 
Midst songs and plaudits to the court again. 
He conld not brook it, but now overcome, 
Increased his rankling hate, and brooding gloom.. 

D S 
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Perplex'd at schemes thus baffled o'er and o'er, 
I)evice seemed fruitless^ and he tried no more. 
Nearly coDTuiced that a controlling power 
SuccesS(defeated in each flattering hoar, 
And that ,the youth, as Samuel had shown, 
Was thus advancing to possess the crown* 

At such deep wounding views, Saul felt the smart 
Of festering horrors to convulse the heart. 
Work'd to the highest pitch, he now no mpre 
Tries to conceal as he had done hefore. 
But, reigning king despotic of the land, 
He orders David's death with prompt command ; 
His son and servants hids the youth to kill; — 
He spoke ! — ^'twas law — and who dare check 

his will ? 
Yet, shock'd at such a hase, unjust decree, 
All feel as one ; they all as one agree. 
And now for once, though hazardous, delay ; 
Withstand compliance ; silent, disohey ; 
Will not for him, though chief and king he stood, 
Imbue their hands in unoffending blood. 

Well may the mind conceive what this would 
bring, 
What rage transport the disappointed king, 
And add (if it could add) malignant ire 
^To burn more furious with outrageous fire. 

Here Jonathan stood mute, overcome with fear, 
Whil^ secretly starts up the trembling tear : 
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A crowd of thoughts rush on him, but all tend 
T' arrest the action, and to save his friend, 
A friendship seldom parallePd on earth 
Glows in his breast to ward the stroke of death. 
By any means, with promptitude to stay 
His father's rashness, and his rage allay ; 
But seeming then in vain to try to find 
Access t<^lead, and tranquillize his mind, 
He left him so, but with a heart of pain, 
That, unopposed, his wrath might cool again. 

What joy would sparkle many a prince's eye, 
When a known rival was condemned to die ! 
But noble^r here, the heir preserveth one 
To take his rank, and fill the royal throne ! 

Retiring from the klrg, the faithful youth 
Bears to his friend the voice of naked truth ; 
In sad dejection tells the mournful tale, 
While feelings almost make his utterance fall ; 
For hard the task his father to expose! 
Yet death was threaten'd, and he must disclose. 
A scene gf grief ! — David o'erwhelm'd appears, 
Nor heals the wounds by copious floods of tears ; 
Nor least his pain to see the suffering youth 
Unbosom thus a deeply trying truth, 
Yet he was pleased amidst the griefs to find 
Such noble friendship, and so firm a mind. 

Great was their strait, and mutual feelings deep ; 
Tet not a season to delay and weep, 
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For they nmst now their active thoaghU engage 
On present safety from the threatening ra^e, 
Lest Saul himself, or some assassin, speed 
With hasty step to perpetrate the deed. 
Then soon they fix, that till another day^ 
David at distance shall seqnester'd stay ; 
In some untrodden spot, unknown to light, 
Pass the dull moments of the tedious night. 
While the yonng prince his father's mind shall 

sound. 
And to the bottom probe the grievooa wound, 
Using each tender and persuasive art. 
To soften rancour, and assuage his heart* 

The plan thus laid, they parted, sore oppressed. 
While each the other at the parting bless'd. 
Into a rugged rock, where arching stone 
Was clad with brambles and offensive thorn, 
Through which the lamp of night could never 

gleam. 
Nor lively lustre of a solar beam, 
David all-mnsing went, the night to spends 
Without the comfort of a soothing friend, 
But ruminating on the things to come 
Whilst the drear cavern nourished up his glooi 



Meanwhile the prince, with anxious thoughts 
and pain. 
Moves pensive back along the silent plain ; 
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Ifelp tli# cottrt wHb perturbation goM^ 
And -tor the field his angry father drairS) 
Where^ by mild means^ and ^ith a filial «w«^ 
He tried from him the latent cause to draw^ 
Why such aversion could so heated rise 
To one whose' merits they should highly ptise. ^ 
Obtained in meamre : — then to calm the m^ 
He thus addressed his irritated sire 3 ' 

^ If ytNitbfol reasoning ere might age aasail, 
O royal father ! let a son prevail, 
A son in grief, and witness unto woes ; 
Ah ! suffer him to plead in David's cause, 
Speak what is just, and by that justice won, 
Gain thee to treat him as a worthy son. 
For he deserves it, and may then thine eyes ' 
Be clear to see it, and his worth to prize; 
For did he not, subservient night or day, 
To cheer thy spirits all his powers display 
Did he not venture, ere thou gav'st the call, 
And gained the conquest by the giant's fall, 
Inspired thy armies wonders to display, 
lYhen sunk in terrors, and in great dismay ? 
And ever since, a warrior at command, 
Has raised his ensign to protect the land. 
In which success has crown'd thy royal car 
With matchless triumphs in the field of war* 
Nor less was he, when wars were brought to eeate^. 
In every service in the times of peace ; 
Yea, ever ready at thy beck to run ; 
A faithful subject and a duteous son* 
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Of sach an one how canst thou entertain 

A. thought of injury, or to haye him slain ? 

Nay, tempt not Heaven, by such a dreadful crime. 

To blast thy blessings, and cut short thy time. 

Offend not so that God that raised thee high, 

And made thy throne the chief beneath the sky ; 

Who placed thee here in such supreme command 

To rule uprightly, and to bless the land. 

Ah, mayst thou rather, in deep reverence bow'd^ 

Return due thanks for favours so bestow'd^ 

Esteem the agent in the blest employ^ 

And all around with gratitude enjoy ; 

Then thou mayst hope thy comforts to restore, . 

While to each blessing will be added more ; 

And when the jtime of thy sojourn is run, 

The best of blessings to be then began* 

Such is my prayer ; and happy shall I be 

All these to witness realized in thee." 

Such tender language and convincing truth 
Brought o'er the father to the pleading youth ; 
His anger softened ; — ^and when well assuaged. 
He for the future by an oath engaged. 
And in retraction firmly did. ordain, 
" As the Lord liveth, he shall not be slain.*^ 
A happy change, if faithfully maintained ; 
But short the time this brittle bond remained. 

The prince, elated at such good success. 
Now flies, the bearer of the news express^ 
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Calls DaYid from the cavern where he lies, 
While e'en he thinks more placid seem the skies; 
But ere to speak his cheering voice essaj*d 
His altered features what he bore convey'd, 
For gratulations with strong feelings hung 
Full from the heart npon the ready tongue* 

The whole that pass'd he now rehearses o'er, 
And deems his father friendly as before. 
Not doubting but he spoke his genuine will. 
And that his conduct would the whole fulfil. 

As one condemned unjustly joys to hear 
A grateful pardon sounding in his ear, 
Such was the case with David, thus to gaih 
Sentence revoked that doom'd him to be slain, 
And not be pardoned only, but restored 
To former state with his relenting lord. 
And as in grief they both alike became. 
So better moments found them still the same; 
Here then thtiy felt as one, without alloy, 
A sweet release, and animating joy. 
Firmly believing that the rage was o'er, . 
In Saul they trusted as they did before ; 
And being thus relieved from anxious pain, 
Were soon re-settled, in the court again. 

* 

Once more'thns qneilch'd the fierce inpassioDed 
flame, 
Tho welcome moments gently flew and came^ 
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Domestic; cotnfortB seemed throiigfadat'to Hov, 
Aodkind oblivion bar4ed alltlvefr-woe';' * 
When, as beforei' tlie Ifttely- badidiedi num 
To play his harp before tbe kio^ bej^sfn, ' ' ^ '^ 
That when his spirits ^reop'd he might impart 
All he could render to revive the heart. 
Blest might ye thus remain ! but, sad to tell, 
The bliss soon vanished, and the music fell. 

Philistine powers again, in restless rage, 
Began invasion, and fresh war to wage. 
Hence David now must face them in the field. 
Throw down the lyre, and raise the fencing shield. 
The peaceful music of the court give o'er 
For the shrill trumpet, and the clarion's roar. 
A dreadful scene came on ; — the arrows flew 
And countless numbers of the Pagans slew. 
When, lost to hope, their chief in heartfelt pain 
Grounded his spear to quit the hostile plain : 
He darts away in galling grief of mind, 
J^for turns to see the direful work behind. 
Self-preservation now alone his aim. 
And paramount to every sense of shathe. 
For such the conflict that the conquered foe 
Laid in wide carnage on the plains below : 
But ah recoil \ — and let a veil display 
Shades o'er the slaughter of that fatal day. 

. This conquest gained through David's cMef 

command, *' ' 

It raised hiiD still on higher ground to stand ; 
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He more and more the .prid^ of aU becMae^ * 
Nor spared they honours to increase hia fam;' 
Bat these brought theur alloy, for eaf lous^Sanly / 
Finding no hazards would produce his fall, * 
But that each splendid act and enterpriM • 
Still raised his greatness in the people's eyes; ; ■* 
And viewing too that favours had so run 
As brought hioi near his throne — to be his son ; 
His eyes, though dim, were opened now to see 
What had occurred, and what, alas ! might be^ 
On such a view, Saul saw it clearly shown. 
That he might tremble for his tottering crown. 

Theae strongly pictured to his brooding fnitid. 
While to best interest he was void and blind, 
Hood-winked he pass'd from erring still to err^ 
And paths of darkness to the light prefer. 
Because his deeds bore not the search of light 
He tried to keep them from the proof of sight ; 
But vain the shift ! — there is an eye can see. 
And retribution is laid up for thee. 
Ah foolish man ! how loth to seek to find 
What would restrain and would restore the minJ^ 
Gnrect thy devious steps, so falsely trod^ 
And reconcile to an offended God* 
Good times have been, but now the season's o'er; 
Thy day's sina'd out, and thou art blest no morcf". 
Bat 1^ unto thyself to grope inrnight^ 
And what belongs to peace hid from the sight! 

1^6 
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Thus left, aad lost, and darkened, Sanl is still . 
A slave. devoted to his. rabid will; « . 

He then resolves again to slaj bis son 
And end a rival ere too near the throne ; 
Bat vain th' attempt bad been, and now agaio 
It proved abortive, and as fully vain. 

. As a lone traveller who is wont to have 
His rest at times benealh some ragged cave, 
Who once escaped when a suspended rock 
In shattered ruins fell, with awful shock. 
Yet still oft takes lis rest within a shade. 
By some impending craggy arches made, 
Thinks himself safe, and yet his late surprise 
Gives frequent cause to cast ap jealous eyes; 
Such was the case with David ; — ^all was o*er, 
^ And safely seeming as it was before ; 
Yet his escape would oft across him fly, 
To cause an instant and a jealous eye. 
This proved his preservation, for he found 
By it the means to shun a fatal wound ; 
For though a Heavenly hand, another way, 
By measures more direct, could quickly stay. 
Yet thus from second causes oft* succeed, 
Some blest prevention, or important deed. 

Early one day, as horizontal light 
Drove to the west the moving shades of night, 
The wearied king rose from his downy bed^ 
Where gloomy dreams had filTd bis fl^ituig head. 
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C^Pd bis musician to his former play 

To chace the visions of the night away; , 

But mere pretence — ^not music to renew, 

Death was the object that he had in view ; 

For/soon.as David at his music stood 

The King surveyed him in a sullen mood, 

Then quick upstarts, while vengeance mark'd hii 

brow, 
To give f| final and decisive blow. 
Forth from his hand now flies a chosen dart 
With his best aim to penetrate the heart, 
But David's ready eye, and watchful ear. 
By rustling garments, found the danger near^ 
And when by glance the dark design he fonnd^ 
He slipt aside and shumi'd the threatened wound* 
The weapon miss'd, but came so fierce from Saul 
As fix'd it trembling in the injured wall. 

The lyrist now, the music leaving, flew, 
And bade the court a long and last adieu : 
To peaceful quarters and a loving wife 
He fled to shelter slA endangered life ; 
Where to his Michal, with a heavy heart, 
He tells how nearly they had been to part ; 
Who in the grief unites, and sheds her tears. 
Mourns for the father — for her husband fearr; 
But firm and ardent in unaltered love. 
Nor king nor parent her adherence move,. 
For, through the whole of all conflicting ttrilt^ 
Sk% acts the tender and the faithful wifa» 



Vexed wone and vone at hi» frustrated wttl. 
The rojal raffian vow'd his vengeance stilly 
And now more calkms grown, at close of day, 
He bids his servants go and DaiM skj : 
<^ Go to his house," the furions monarch said, 
<< Obej mj voice, and bring the traitoi^s head." 

The evening came, as solar light withdrew. 
And o*er the land its shadowy mantle threw. 
When' some, obsequious to their orders, go 
Tet with reluctance and with signs of woe } 
But Saul had spoke !— 'twas death to disobey, 
And hift dire aspect threatened for delay I ^ 

All now was still, and David luU'd to rest 
On Michal*s circling arm and soothing breast. 
When her attentive ear perceived a tread, 
Which roused her feelings, and excited dread : 
She gane th' alarm ; and David told in fear 
That dangers threatened, and were very near ; 
That, life to save, he must abruptly fly 
By quick escape beneath the favouring sky« 

At this his courage flamed--4iis spirit rose 
To prompt his arm to venture and oppose, 
To make th' assassins, in their mission, feel 
A recompense from his defending steel ; 
But Michal's tearsy in sappUaatstraiB, assail. 
And sweetly o'er Us martud haste prevaiL 
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He droptthd tkobght; then dse attention paid 
To her saggestions, and contrivance made^ 
Which now at once the favoured means afford. 
To shun the ruffians, and to save her lord. 

Tha' stars were hid.- a pitchy darkness spread. 
And w..ry.mortals wr-pt-m lumbers laJ, " 
The men not seen^ ndr^se^Rg^ — ornotthere. 
The thougbtfol Michal plies her active care; 
A private window )»peas, void of sound] • " 
Whence Topes are fixed descending to the ground. 
Bj these the faithful wife, with watchful ear, 
Lets down her husband with a trembling fear, 
While from her breast a sigh steals forth its flight 
Amidst the stillness of the solemn night. 

David escaped amidst the silent gloom 
In anxious fears, and pondering what might c6me ? 
O'er pathless ground, through thorns and briars 

stray^-d, 
T' elude the sight, and all pursuit evade, 
But knew not where in all the world. to find 
A place of rest to his bewilder'd mind. 
One place presents — another soon ip brought. 
While others crowd and rack his harassed 

thought, 
Tet none seem right— ndne fix with hini as sora 
To shield his head, and prove a I'est secure ; 
At last on Ramah tura'd his final vieiTy 
Fairest id hope of any part he knew i 
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To Ramah then his steps laborious bend, 
Where Samuel dwelt^ his never-failmg friend. 

Now from the east appeared the early dawn. 
And softly flowing brought the dappled mom. 
When came the time intended for the stroke, 
Quick to dispatch him, ere, perhaps, awoke. 
The servants knock'd ; — obedient to the call 
The mistress waited on the spies of Saul, 
Who, as in peace, and for good purpose come, 
Mildly inquired, " if David was at home ?** 
She answered quick, ^^ My husband is in bed, 
Borne down with sickness, and an aching head." 

The guards relieved, now back returning, went 
To carry tidings of the kind event, 
Supposing they should now release obtain 
From such an errand of so foul a stain ; 
But not so freed ; — for their vindictive lord 
An answer thus unto his vassals roar'd : 
" Return, ye disobedient ! — ^bring the bed. 
And him, the sleeper with the aching head : 
Begone ! — in haste — that I the stroke may give. 
For such a traitor has no right to live !" 

Astonish'd at the charge, the servile train 
Beat back their footsteps to the house again, 
And, not to manners or court-usage b^ed. 
Fash to the chamber to attack the bed. 
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In haste preparing, fearful of delay, 

To bear their object and the bed away ! 

But, strange to tell ! when they their work began^ 

The man was but the likeness of a man ! 

For, in the place from whence the chief had fled. 

An image only, occupied the bed ; 

The scheipe and act of an assiduous wife, 

To screen hier husband, and to save his life. 

The ruffian strangers now thus duped asad freed, 
And somewhat chagrin'd at the artful deed, 
ReturnM again to meet their master Saul, * 

With doubtful spirits to relate the whole. 

Meanwhile, the king, on expectation borne. 
Impatient, waited for the men's return, :' 

Who now arrive, and discomposed, express 
Their second failure, as they Saul address. 
They briefly said that, searching all around .. . 
An image only in the bed they found : 
That David in the dark from home had stray'd ; 
And it was Michal who the tricks had play'd. 

'The madden'd king, once disappointed more, 
Prew worse (if that could be) than heretofore:* 
His daughter's art, and tender scheming care. 
After he gave her to be David's snare. 
Provoked his honour ; — ^yes, he deem'd it vil« 
To be o'ercome-'-^nd by a woman's wile I 



Then to his child io furioas rage he rao^ 
And sternly thos to her id tears began: - 
•^ What hast thou done ? a crime the worst of allf 
To mock thy Sovereign, and thy father, Saslt 
And in disloyalty to freedom giye 
To one nnwortby in the land to live ! 
Nay, 'tis a parent doom'd the grief to know, 
Or life for life for such a deed should go l*^ 

The^ trembling daughter, while adovB ber 
cheek 
The tears ran copious, thus attempts (o speaks -» 
<^ O ! blame not me for what this day I've done^ 
But clear thy daughter, and condemn thy son. 
Was it not better to perform his will 
Than rashly suffer by his brandish'd steel? 
Self-presenration is in nature strong, 
And if I yielded was I doing wrong ? . 
And yet consider in what place I stand. 
How strait to move, and err on neither hand^ 
For both are near ; — a father I've in thee ; 
In him a husband close attached to me. 
Consider then, and calm thy sudden glow. 
Cast off thy own, and ease thy daughter's woe; 
Forgive the deed, if tears and prayers can move. 
And let me still enjoy a father's love." 

She gain'd her point ;— for thus in teQrs and 
mildy 
It toach'd his feelings for a weeping child. 
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The father was appeased ; and when become 
More calm^ he left her, and returned home. 

■ i -4 ■ . ■ 

Thoagh MicHal was forgiv'n, yet keen in 
' mind, ••■ - 
Saul turas again his wandering son to find, 
On whom his thoughts with envy never cease, 
But rob hts life of every hoar of peace. 
They occupy him each succeeding day, 
And dhn the lustre of the solar ray, 
Or in his slumbers form nocturnal dreams, 
In mimic actions and romantic schemes ; 
For, as the restless heaving oceans roll. 
So ceaseless passions toss the monarch's souL 

Thus Saul's affairs ; — ^while David lonely trod 
The path direct to where the Seer abode. 
Arrived at Ramah, there he Samuei meets. 
And as a father and a brother greets ; 
With whom he now consults, and tells him all 
That he fs suffering at the hand of Saul. 
The reverend prophet, at the sad disclose, - 
Sighs with his friend, and dips into his woes, 
Kindly considering wheire, in present hoor,' ' ^ * 
To place the wanderer free from threats and 

power. 
Naidth presents^ as certain there to find 
A true asylum foi{an'hi}nyedl mindp - •' ^'■ 
For sure, he tliiidLs^ beireathcthe .sacred dome. 
Wrath dare loote'en in royalty to come« 
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This ponder'd, and resolved, without delay. 

They onward bent their solitary way : 

To Naioth travell'd on the youth and sage^ 

Where wisdom dwelt in reverential age, 

And there, with prophets peaceful and sincere, 

Join'd the pure Cluirch relieved from anxio»us 

fear, 

» 

Where in sweet fellowship they worship paid,^ 
Old Samuel stationed as their honour'd head. 
Blest school of saints ! a union here on earth 
Link'd — ^and to reign beyond the bounds of death. 

Sw«ejt, but short peace ! — ^for flying news ere 
long 
Reaches Saul's ear by some invidious tongue, 
Swelling the tale that David was become 
Himself a prophet, and there flx'd at home. 
The Monarch thus informed, in wrathful mood 
And haste, pursued th* infernal work of blood ; 
But unavailing, for now foil'd again. 
He toird with ardour, but he toil'd in vain. 
Quickly he chose from his domestic crew 
Those well adapted to the deed in view. 
And soon dispatch'd them, with all speed to bring 
The pre-jadged culprit there to face his king. . 

These in obedience went, — ^but here the hand 
^ Of David's God annull'd the King's command, 
And interposed, most evident to all, 
Betwixt his chosen and the wrath of SauU 
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When to the place the servants holdly cain« 
And saw the prophets in religious frame, 
Some prophesying, pthers'deeplj hound 
In adoration, though unheard in sound, 
A quick, spontaneous, and resistless Power, 
By them unwitnessed till that signal hour, 
Entrancing seized, as when in mind and frame 
They like the prophets in their deeds became, 
The same in words, iu actions, and in mien, 
Reluctant captives in the holy scene. 

Of this Saul heard, then sent another band 
Of dauntless veterans with his strict command ; 
But as the former, so alike are they, 
Bound by restraint, that they unwilPd obey ; 
And prophesying in that changeful hour. 
Amazed, they wonder at so strange a power. 

These not returning too, fresh choice was made, 
Their orders given ; and Saul thus sternly said : 
'' Go ! and return I Go— execute my will. 
Or disobedience shall my vengeance feel !" 
They went, resolved to execute the whole. 
To ^hun the wrath, and favour gain of SauF, 
And not like those, the former men he sent, 
Who had so loiter'd, careless of th' event. 
But strange deception ! when, approaching near, 
They saw the band in solemn acts appear, 
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The former inflaeoce seised npon the whele, 
Changed every tongue^ and chained the power 

of Saul; ' ^t*" 

That even these, so anxious to fulfil, 
Moved not a finger to perform bis will, 
But, like the former, rest composedly here. 
Forget their master, nor his anger fear. 

For these, in flattering hope the whole to bring, 
All is impatience with the restless king : 
He looks, and waits^^he waits, and looks again, 
But all is blank, and every look in vain, 
For none return to gratify his view, 
Nor for detention any reason show ; 
Then wild he storms, vows vengeance against ail 
Who 'dare thus dally, and frustrate his call. 

Enraged beyond all hounds, he now must go 
Himself to deal the oft-defeated blow. 
He arms ! — then onward bends his hostile way^- 
Big with his views, and spurning at delay« 
At Sechu now arrived the violent king, 
Where coolly gurgles a refreshing spring. 
And near this fount a travelling man he meets, 
Whom with a question he abruptly greets, 
^' Where David and the prophets then abode ?' 
Quick he retom'd, " At Naioth still, my lord.' 
Great news confirmed, which whet the edge of 

strife, 
And urged him on with renovated life ; 
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When as be forward thu3 elated sped, 
UoDumber'd sending to the silent dead, 
Enjoying all secure, so near at hand, 
When wrath should feast, and victims stain the 

land, 
Behold, alas I o'er royalty now came 
Unusual feelings, and a change of frame ! 
A sweet composure o'er him gently steals, 
And eyery wound that rack'd his bosom beab« 
His fervid blood that wrought in every vain, 
Now softly flows, and mildly cools the pain^ 
His rolling eyes that flash'd with angry fire. 
Now easy motion in their use acquire ; . 
Each hostile thought is lulPd, so wont to rove, 
And all is peace, and innocence, and love ; 
While mental vision, freed from filmy sight, 
Expands and roves o'er objects of delight. 
And makes the soul in rapture to adore ; 
For all seems heaven to wliat it felt before. 

Thus calm Saul moved, and far as powe^ b« 
had, 

Amazed, and wonder'd how the change was made. 
But now no more his stubborn will can rule, 
Become a pupil in the prophets' school, 
Where his offended God, without control, 
Chain'd down the freedom of his captive soul, 
And made the wretch, who came intent on blood, 
Forget his errand, and reverse his mood. 



i 
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Broaght him from fury, mtresbting, o'er, 
To bow 10 dost, to honour and adore ; 
For thus o'er-mled, at sight of Samuel now 
He casts hisYobes, and lies in ashes low ; 
Now prophesying — ^next in silence laid. 
While warm devotions seem to fill his head. 
Thus the remainder of the day he spent, 
His garments lying all aronnd and rent, 
And the succeeding night thus pronely laid, 



j| 'Till light again its morning visit paid. 

While thus devout by force, th' intiuder's time 
Past peaceful on, without th' intended crime. 
The rescued David, overcome, adored, 
For all these favours, his all-gracious Lord, 
Who thus, through timely interposing care. 
Was pleased from harm his helpless one to spare, 
And show to all his over*ruling power. 
By signal means in that eventful hour. 

« 

Then, having ask'd the counsel of his friends, 
Thankful he Naioth leaves, and homeward beoda. 
With quickened step proceeds, for thoughts of 

home 
Revive the comforts underneath his dome. 
Arrived — to M ichal he must first relate 
The favours wkaess'd, and his present slate; 
Then to his brothef* and dear friend he goes, 
To count his blessings, and defHct bis woes. 
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To whom he ofieos the Ofitfteiidtb whole 

Reoew'dly suffered froni the hand of ISflttl ; 

And from the aspect of the clouds that lo#«f, 

He qnestioDS thus the younrjj viceroy In poWel^ : 

<< Sajy O my friend ! what^mighty cHm^ I do ? 

And why pursued thus like a hunted to^ ? 

What have I done, that I am doomed to fli^l % 

Th' inflicting tengeanco'of thy fathei's aMiV* 

The youth replied : ^ Think not of such a deed, 

And heayen forbid it that my firlend should Meed ! 

But I know every project ; — ^in the whole 

I am consulted, and he tells me all ; 

For his affdrs lie open to my v|ew, 

The past occurrence, and inteotioD new ^ 

And of such purpose he designs oo thee, 

I'm unacquainted, nor the dangers see, 

And silence would be strange ;— *it then appears 

Thou art too haaty in thy many fears." 

Cool seem'd this speech, from that mild- 
temper'd tongue 
On which so oft the voice of khidness hung ; 
Yet David well considered, that in tm^ 
He knew the father better than the youth; 
And to imprint this knowledge on the aon, 
A sacred oath he took, and thus begun : 
<< In solenw mamier facts I bow declaim, 
Tt> thee, my bretbf^r, andi^y Esther's behr. 
'Tis surely hard a parent'6;ianlt to beat. 
But dangers prompt me ;'^*tis the spur of fear. 

E 
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Thea know-^tb^r father has so much inclined 
To mark oar friendship with a jealons mind, 
That if such secrets he reposed in thee, 
He would conclude them sent direct to me, 
For he might judge that, to the latest breath, 
Our friendship, at all risks, would save from death. 
Then shortly hear the total sum of all, 
From one unperjured, of thy father Saul, 
And grant it, if a remedy there be, 
< For one step only is 'twixt death and me V " 

The prince confounded stood to hear the tale. 
And see such anguish o'er his friend prevail, 
And this in one not wont to feign or fear. 
Brought home conviction to his heart and ear. 
Thus in his sire deceived, that thought overcame 
His filial breast, and stung with grief and shame. 
While for his brother and his dearest friend, 
His sorrows gather, and his bosom rend ; 
When sighs, half smotherM in their progresf , 

hung, 
To check the freedom of his trembling tongue. 
A pause ensued ; when silence loudly spoke ; 
But soon that silence he thus plaintive broke : 
'^ The keenest sorrow that a son can find . 
I feel in full to hear my father's mind. 
I have no room to doubt ;^^I credit all 
Thy declarations on my father Saul ; 
And oh I my thoughts for thee, my brother — friend. 
Confuse my reason, and my feelings rend ! 



1^ 
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IIow can I act ! — O tell me what to do ! 
But only ask, and glad I will bestow." 

Freed from restraint by language so hamane^ 
DaTid resumed, and thus retum'd again : 
<^ Since with such generous views thou bast been 

kind, 
I will disclose what occupied my mind : 
As I from Naioth came, with sorrows torn. 
And meditating on my case forlorn, 
A quick contrivance in my musings rose. 
Which, in submission, I to thee propose: 
To morrow is new moon, when I should faro 
At our great feast, and occupy my chair ; 
Then let me not to rank at table come, 
But first absent, and keep myself from home. 
When mias'd, the king will turn his thoughts 

on me, 
And how he, bears it thou wilt quickly see : 
FortC his words do not, his looks betray 
The lurking ills that in his bosom lay. 
This let me ask, slill further Cor our nse. 
To plead in favour, as a fair excuse. 
To let me go onto my native plain. 
Where livmg all my relatives remain ; 
To Bethlehem vi8it-^--nptice how they fare. 
And join the feafsj^ now celebrating there ; 
For at this time o^r families unite, 
Pcisfc^nptag yi^Tlya rrfigious ritq, 

e8 
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This tell thy father ;— farther let him knov^ 
That asking this thou gavest thy leave to gow 
Then if he say, ^' 'Tis well," without a frowo^ 
It will convince that be is peaceful grown.; 
But if he answer in a tone severe. 
And iorid flushes in his face appear^ 
They will in proof, to thy convfction, rise^ 
That yet the rancoor in hi3 boaom lies." 

The prince replied : ^^'I like the plan for 
thee, 
And it will yield a certainty to me ; 
And ah, may such a proof most grateful piove, 
To he a change to settlement and love ! 
But nice indeed these things to me appear, 
As they must come not to my father'is ear ; 
And here we know not who is lurking laid. 
With ear attentive ; — ^we may he betray'd* 
Then let us to the open fields repair, 
IV here we in converse may a freedom share, 
And listeners cannot with us interfere, 
To gather matter for the royal ear* 

This said — they go, the subject there renew. 
And fully settle all they held in view, 
W hen, by a mtual covenant, they both 
Confirm attachment by a sacred oath, 
A friendship fix'd, to last through every stage, 
Down from the sire to son, from age to age. 
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<« WM meaiA ^Miild teM him hortr t!ie tnaHers 

The prince tepHed : ^< Retire bakdown to ally 
While I commune thus with my father Saul ; 
Then unohseryed at proper season come 
To yonder cave, and learn thy future doom : 
If favours be thy lot, this token know, 
Some arrows I will shoot, both near and low ; 
But if sent far, and whizzing o'er thy head. 
Conclude, in sorrow, that enough % said. 
But lest the arrows catch nor ear nor eye^ 
I will direct aloud to where they lie ; 
And only these observe, and they shall prove 
My father's hatred, or return of love." 

David well-pleased, with faultering words 
exprest, 
And trembling lips, some feelings of his breast^ 
But much remained, which he could not impart, 
Imprest as graven on a grateful heart. 

The prince, as oft before, so now again. 
Shared in the feelings of so keen a pain ; 
Admired the patience paramount o'er all, 
That kept him faithful to his sovereign Saul, 
While such firm virtues pn the sufferer's part, 
G>nfinned th' attachment he possess'd at heart. 

e3 
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Thej parted now ; — ^when in a mood forkmi 
David withdrew, and moamiDg went alone : 
Theprince, with thonghtfal mien and heavy heart. 
Sigh echoed to his friend's in grief to part * 
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The Sim now rose bright horn its eastern bed. 
And tipt tl^ cedars with a glow of red ; 
The marble palace giitter'd to the stght^ 
And golden turrets blazed with Tivid lights 
Th' offidoas senraats, and the cooks in faaste^ 
Prepare the dainties for the lunar feast^ 
For which the deer, the lamb, and timid hare^ 
Have bled their last to grace the sumptuous fare. 

Saol was returned, who, in relapse of miod^ 
Had left the prophets and his zeal behind ; 
For all renewed again, his passions gloit 
With equal rage to execute the blotur, 
Anticipating, with elated breast, 
That David will not miss the royal feast ; 
For though he fearM, yet, with such narabers 

near^ 
He would oondade there we no room for fear; 
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And never had be ever dared before 

To ihnn the banquet, or to miss the hour. 

Thus big with hope, Saal now resolveSi no 

shame 
Nor people present shall defeat his aim, 
For he will strike at once a fatal blow, 
And send him promptly to the shades below. 

Sanl seats himself within his splendid chair. 
And the rest following range at feast to share. 
First comes his son to take his nsnal place, 
And captain Abner next the board to grace ; 
The rest in conrse : Sdul looks for Diivid too, 
With loweribg aspect and a wrinkled brow. 
Fruitless suspense ! — he glances round with paiA^ 
But looks and frowns in silence smdin vain. 
Nq David still appear'd ; — ^nor ever more 
Came in his presence as In times b^fok^e. 

Painful suspension ! yet, in siletat rti6odj ' - ' 
Saul, by best efforts, his chagrin withi^ood. ' 
Thus seaUd his tongue with thoughts Inteht fotry 
Another banquet with a patient eye ; ' 
For David a long journey had to come, 
O'er tedious road, ere he could reach His home, 
And might, perhaps, some cross occurrence it^ ' 
To uause delays and disappoint his ihindt ' ' 
. Or might arrive opprest, unwell, ^r^iate^ ^^ " ' 
Unfits ths(t seasoti on the court to wiA I 
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Or^ as unclean Done at' the feast must b^| 
He might be so, and hence an absentee. 

That day's occnrrence o'er, the downy bed 
ReceWed the monarch with an aching head, 

* For peace was lost ; — ^in restless state he lies. 
While mocking objects in his slumbers rise ; 

He dreams and wakes — awakes and drtami 
agun, 

* Bnt all these visions only feed his pain ; 

For though a grateful sight oft meets his eyes, 
Yet the grasp fails him, and the phantom flies ; 
That^ sleeping or awake, alike he's toss'd, 
His will frustrated, and his wishes crossed ; 
No David comes within his reach, to feel 
Wounds from his language or bis ardent steel. 

At last the morning came in bright display. 
And chased the shadows of the night away. 
When the ]l^og,xose as frpm a bed .of woe^ 
And joy)es^ eyed the oriental glow ; 
For in alVsea^ons, as they went and came. 
His miad was c)iafed,i dnd,stiil in gloom, the same* 
\ • • • 

Theii^ adifapced, when soon jtbefeaatfbl board 
Again wjith luaada is profusely stored, 
Where upw tf^ king with. anxious tboughls again 
Awaits the. moment, but awaits io:raio ; 
No David casieto jiotn th? assemblers mond^ 
T'enjoy the dainties, or the music's sound, 



M DA¥II>. 

But 8tiU'w«f ttbsoit •§ the cb)ri»fo»; 
Nor eTier ituHtd with the mooaich num. 
Thus foil'd again, his frantic rage and pride 
StixA conldoo looger in hU boMm hide, 
But egilatied^ soon he sileiioe btoke. 
And that, with quivering lips, in qoestkiA fpol^ : 
<' Whjr does thi» soo of Jess* thta:dftj fowbmM 
A second time to ocOipy his chitir.'^ 

The pladd prhioey ir ho eyed Wkh grief tar loiig 
The gathering storm that had portentove buiigy 
With AUal awe and diffidence expressed, 
In mildest aeeents thus his sire addressed :. 
^^ May't please thee, father, and I 8oon*ciii'8ay 
IVhy David's ahsent on this public day. 
When late from home, thou left'st me here alone^ 
He craved a favour from the regent- throne. 
To go some days unto his natal plain 
Where many kindred still in life remain ; 
To Vi8it.them, to notice how they> fare, 
And with the sacrlicecs take a share ; * 
Tor at this time, join'd in a he^y rite, 
And solemn feast, his families unite. 
'He mk*d it hnmbiy, and I thought it beet 
To grant the favour of this small request.'* 

Tbnsnieek the son, with gleam of hope, repliod^ 
Bnt, oautievB, as he spoke, the moMireh crjnody 
When he beheld hift ffenay, kr«owmor«- 
With r8|oheswel}'d than he hftddone before i 
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Hts ejM gfeW flery^ and tkey-wilflty vblYAy 
That all the workhigs of Us hiaota told ; 
When from his lips a tremnlons smswet^ brohe^ 
And thas hi fhrj and confused he spoke :• 
^' Perverse, rebellioas, thon I Iseoitt-^rshanie*-- 
Ftom sitch a son to hear a fathei^s name ! 
I know ihe leagne in which thou art combined^ 
And thou wilt soon thy bitter error find^ 
For 'tis his aim, and should excite thy fear, 
To wrest onr rights, a diadem to wear ; 
And while he lives no safety can be known 
Tolling, to people, kingdom, or the crown. 
Go ! fetch him then ; nor let him jostiee #f ^-^ 
Death is his- due, and he shall surely ^e 1^' ^ 

The sneering yondi knew not what words' to 
frame. 
For e'en the mildest only fed the flame. 
At last, with faoltering tongue, ccMifosedand sldw, 
He ventured thus in question more to know : 
^' What then is David's guilt, I humbly crave, 
That thus thoudoom'st jim an untimely grave^'^ 

t 

9 

Enough ;r-^for now renew'd to rapid pAce, 
The blood rushed upy and sweird the father's 

face; 
His choler slided him, and chained' hts tongue 
Fkmh nttarittg. vengeance which, upon tt hung t: 
He strove no more, but with convulsive arm ^ 
A |ave,lia snoich'd^and raued utaUaiami)^ 
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Then from his hand, in spite of all aloimdy 

He thirew the dart, his precious son to uromid^ 

Bat Jonathan, who strict attention paid, 

And all the madness in the king snrvey'd) 

Had stood on guard ; — ^he saw the rising hand, 

Then.slipp'd aside, and miss'd.the fatal waod. 

Indignant at the deed, he left the hall, 

Tet moum'd in anguish for his father Saul, 

Who in his turpitude so far could go 

Against religion, moral right, and law* 

In Tain for htm the feastful board was stow'd^ 

Or.sparkling wines in golden vessels glow'd ; 

In none of these restoring balm he found, 

To heal or to assuage his mental wound, 

But all were left untasted and refused. 

While thus in pensive mood he moum'd and 

mused : 
^' Why was I bom to see this woful dajy 
When thus a parent seeks his son to slay i 
Why heir-apparent to a kingdom's crown 
In riches nurtured, and of high renown, 
If thus I'm doomed more piercing griefs'taknow 
Than any mortal ic a state below ? 
If so — these elevations. only bring 
A keener suffering, and a sharper .siu)g* . 

'' But why such roving thought^ ? be still, my aoal ! 
Andl let reflection have its due cojatrouU . .. 
For what am I ? — like other mortal^ hf^. . 
No right by nature to an higher spfc^re ; . 
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For with ail men I came the same at birthy 
A weeping infant ;— nor am more at death : 
And what between ? — oar states alike remain 
In fellow-weakness, trials, toil, and pain« ' 
Why then should I from these exemption claim, 
Throngh empty riches and a sounding name ? 
Forbid it Heav'n ! these wayward thoughts 

( snbdae. 
And tnm my vision to a better view ; 
Teach me aright to steer through adverse strife, 
And treat with patience all the ills of life ; 
For all who live, or high or low, must bear 
In their sojourning an allotted share ; 
And well when tending, or in slaves or kings. 
To loose their shackles from terrestlal things, 
Fixing their minds on objects that will last. 
When all the conflicts of this world are past, 
And in another sphere afford a rest. 
For ever glorions and supremely blest. 

i. 

Then let me eease to murmur or repine, 
Nor think in trials none can equal mine. 
But thank the Ruler of all heaven and earth. 
For his regard to mortals here beneath. 
In fixing thus the di€erence so Small 
Betwixt the monarch and the least of all. 

*' Though trials change in nature and degree, 
Yet what tor thousands come-— come not to me ; 
What corrie tome as my allotted doom, 
Come not to thousands, nor will ever come. 
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ThoAgh much they imrf, jet |irol^tieB8 faD 
To emry stite, and are the Idt of all» 
Y«i!-^-Mrer still I see the gflded txfjSy 
Ye fleeting pleasures, and ye fkdii^ J^J^f 
Fofi nnd^ spfecioos, unsnbstantia] shoify 
Yoa often hide the heavy heart of woe. 
Aht what can you with all your pofnp avait, 
When sinking sorrows the weak mind assail ? 
Not all your pageantry can give relief, 
Ifor drive an atom from a mass of grief, 
But rather add, — ^when expectation's crossed 
And in the grasp the flying phantom^s lost. 
Then, O my sonl ! retire, and hence depend 
Upon a better and more certain friend.- 
Leave earth for heaven ; to heaven snbnxit thy 

cause, 
And on the arm of m^chless might repose i 
For all below are fluctuating things, 
Alil^e to peasants, warriors, and kings ; 
To-day possessed, — to-morrow life and alt 
May close together, and for ever fall : 
But heavenly treasures are a bHss while here. 
And bliss for ever in another sphere. 

" Yet — yet, to thee, my father, thoughts return 
And make a son with tender feelings mourn. 
And sure 'tis pardoned if for one so near 
I heave the sigh, and drop the fih'al tear ; 
For oh I how keen remembrance touches me 
To think of such obduracy in thee! 
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could I rrise to HeaTen effectual prayct^ 

1 would no ardour nor an effort spare^ 

That ihoa might'st now from all thy enroncealey 
And studj onlj what belongs to peace. 
O ! may the Lord thy rancoor far remove^ 
And free replenish with a fund of love;. 
Bend thy strong will submissively to stand^ 
In all obedience at his high command, 
That in thy reign thon may'st his cause defend, 
Live to his praise, and in his favour end." 

Such his soliloquies amidst his woes, 
Tending to reconcile and re-compose, 
Yet hard they bore ; — hence, ere the day was fled, 
He sought some comfort from an early bed; 
But still the horrid scene would often dart 
Wiith keen sensations on his wnunded heart. 
In wakeful musings hours were past away. 
Till near the summoDS of another day ; 
For now his father, then his brother, rose 
To breaik "the comfort of a ntghfls repose ; 
When soon as dawn first broke Its dappled light^ 
And westvavd dvove the vanquii^M shades of 

night, 
He pose all thouj^srtfiil for his friend of^yrest. 
And left &m naosion with am anxious breast ; 
For now by dear esqieriencO' well he knew. 
That Da'sid^s judgvent of t\m king was true ; 
Tkei^ BH ppe«iz,'d, with faslteiiftg.fittsp h# goea 
To gae tbe.sigQal9 and ^ivenls djadosis. 
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A lad ran on before, and bmsb'd the dew^ 

To seek tbe arrows as they distant flew : 

Come' near the . place, (where none the canam 

could know,) 
He exercised with sighs th' elastic bow. 
When the fleet tokens took their aiiy speedy 
The sad proclaimers of th' atrocious deed, 
And OTer David's head high whizzing flew, 
That spoke a language which too well he kneww 
^^ Fetch those beyond thee sent to dbtant gnHmd^** 
The prince commands the boj, with sonorous 

sound. 
In voice extended, which he knew would go 
Confirming tidings to the cave of woe. 

r 

Th e scatterd arrows in the quiver stored,, 
Tlie boy in waiting took them from. his lora. 
With charge to straightly back again repair^ 
While in a walk he took the morning air. 

The lad now gone — and still but early day 
Too soon for man along the fields to stray^ 
The prince concludes, as it may private be^ 
Amidst his pains his sorrowing frimd to see^ 
That from their mingled feelings, some relief 
Might be experienced to their mutual grief. 
Toifards the rock he bends ; downcast be goes^ 
An4 finds his friend involved in equal woes. 
Past power of speech with gratitude and palUy 
David boVd low bis head^ and bow'd again \ 
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He bow'd a tbird, and with it met the gfoQiid^ 
While Jonathiin stood mute, id silence bound. 
RecoTer'd from the maze in which he stood^ 
At last be found a Tent — ^he wept a flood ; 
And thus, while streaming tears roU'd down hii 

facei 
He clasp'd his favourite in a warm embrace* 
They wept and kiss'd in undivided woe. 
While down the cheek the briny currents jlow : 
Their tears thus mingling, as in griefs agreed, 
'Till David did his royal friend exceed. 
Pathetic scene ! — effusions how sincere ! 
How firm ! — ^how generous, dignified, and deer! 
Love, which reverses never could estrange, 
Nor turn of tide nor overtumings change. 

A time now caitoe, when they again must part^ 
And leave each other with an aching heart; 
When Jonathan, his friendship to renew, 
Thus in endearments gives his last adieu : 
^^ Gp then in peace. May blessings ever sbino 
Upon thy future days, and all of thine ; 
And may the Lord a righteous witness be 
To all the love profess'd by thee and me ; 
Which vows have seal'd to keep, and to descend 
Down to our children till successions esd*'* 

David overcome, some words unutter'd huo|^ 
Beyond expression on his trembling tongue j 
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Bat HkiBj must part ;— th^y separate now ftgifift, 
Ab^ weeping wander </er the dewy plain, 
PttTMlag different paths. Off Darid goes, 
A loet Uioeratit, an4 without a cause ; 
Whilst towards home (thoogh not a home of f^et) 
The prince moves slowljwith a loaded hreast, 
For tlireefold causes now his bosom rend, • 
Himself— his fatlier^-and his honoured Mend. 

^8 an attached and ever fi^thful wife^ 
The J07 and comfort of her husband's life, 
After a porting md a melting shock. 
Ascends the summit of a sea-beat rock. 
And eyes all-anxious, lest the storms prevail. 
To toss the vessel and o'erpower the sail ; 
While her loved partner, in like state of mind. 
Gists many a look on all he leaves behind : 
So part the two ; — ^thus as their paths divide 
Each by the other is reluctant eyed. 

David decides ; — ^but had he ponder'd all, 
Paused strong in faith, and less in fear of Saul, 
His feet, perhaps, might on that very day 
Have been directed in a better way ; 
But wandering forth desponding and in dread. 
Bereft, he thought, of all-consoling aid, 
No place, in haste and such a state, he saw 
To which he could with speed or safety go ; 
No place to hide his over- burdened head 
And quit a portion of bis pani&idread* 
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Thus sore perplex'dj it prompts his niiiid to on^ 
Aod act a part the cause of deeds severe. 

Oh rash, most fatal step ! what mortals are 
Whea off their proper guard and watchful care ! 
For guiding his owq steps he now proceeds 
To stoop to subterfuge and desperate deeds* 
To Nob, forlorn, his devious waj he bends, 
Where dwell the priests, his ever-constant friends ; 
Ahimelech the chief, supreme in awe, 
The great dispenser of the sacred law ; 
Who would not then have left him dark and 

blind, 
If all in truth he had reveal'd his mind ; 
But his deceptions and rash measures proved 
The deaths of many whom he truly loved t 
Unto the priest now David singly came 
Without attendance, or his badge of fame, 
Which the high pontiff markM, and with some 

fear, 
To see him thus so destitute appear ; 
Then brief he question^, in- his just surprise. 
From what great cause the circumstance could 

rise* 

A pinching strait our wanderer now is in, 
And, ah ! unguarded he descends to sin. 
It seems he saw, and reason had to fear, 
A captious servant of his master's near. 
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Who was observed to all attention paj, 
Readj to catch, and all the news convey. 
From which he knew that ever j word that fell, 
To Sanl, with speed, the eager spy would tell, 
Which might be Wrested t6 the prophet's ill,| 
Should he, as for himself, obtain his will; 
Hence to elude, he feign'd his story strong. 
That to the king the favours might belong* 
His shift was this — and thus his specious tale, 
Which, for himself, had every right to fail ; 
That he came there on secret errand sent, 
In hastej and previous to some great event, 
To whom his king had said : <^ Be sure to go 
With ail dispatch, and let no person know, 
While different servants I shall place at will 
What 1 design in concert to fulfil." / 

^^ In haste and hunger, then, on thee I call. 
Charged with this mission of my master Saul ; 
And if thou canst a craving mortal feed. 
Be pleased to serve in such a case of need ; 
Some of the loaves of bread beneath thy care 
Grant foi support, and for my journey spare." 

The credulous priest, won by so fair a tale. 
Allows th' impostor o'er him to prevail. 
And thus retuf n'd : ^^ Sure I am kindly 1^ 
To grant the favour, and supply with bread ; 
But none of common kind remains on hand, 
None but the hallow'd can I now -command ; 
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Yet as thy need seems urgently to call 

I grant the boon to save mj sovereign Saal.'^ 

This prompt relief increasing freedom gave 
Another favour of the seer to crave ; 
When he resumes : ^^ Praj will thy store afford 
Some needful arms, a sabre, spear, or sword ? 
For in my haste, these I forgot to bring, 
My speed so urgent to oblige the king." 

Ahimelech again : — ^^ Here we repose 
Unknown to war, and unannoy'd by foes ; 
Hence arms are useless ; none we keep to fight, 
For we in concord and in peace^delight : 
One only sword is ours, which we retain. 
The late Goliath's, by thy prowess slain. 
Which ever since has been preserved with care, 
An emblem treasured of that feat in war. 
If that will do, can I the loan withstand, 
As 'tis a trophy kt the king's command ? " 

This David pleased ; — ^he liked this weapon 
won. 
The glittering sfiotl, e'en better than his own : 
Quick he accepted, and when thus relieved. 
Departed thankful for the things received. 

Equipp'd, behold him plodding on the road, 
Toil'd with the cumber of his ponderous load, 
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Who thus surcharged, of lowly stature, bore 

The largest weapon ever mortal wore. 

Strauge disproportion ! — strange the choice he 

made ! 
What eye beheld him, but amused surveyed ? 

Thus David traversed, who no peace could know 
Within Saul's realms, prolific field of woe ! 
At last he fixes, after many a stand, 
T6 seek more comfort in another land. 
But, as one error often leads to more. 
He, thus bewildered, adds to those before ; 
For now to Achish he directs his face. 
The reigning king of the Philistine race. 
Ah sad resource 1 to steer to Gath to find 
In pagan friendship some relief of mind ! 
E'en from that power, which he had so withstood 
In many a conflict in the field of blood. 

Short was the stay within these bounds he made. 
In hopes the tempest would ere long be laid ; 
Yet on precarious ground he rested here, 
His welcome doubting with well grounded fear. 
For soon the servants recognised the man. 
When whispering terrors round their circle ran ; 
Hence, in the panic which the whole impressed. 
They thus their monarch in their dread address'd : 
'^ May 't please the king to lend a listening ear 
While we approach, and frankly tell our fear. 
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* * ft 

Is not this man, who lat^ to Achish came, 
The HebrjBW warrior far renown'd in fame ? 
Whose wondrous deeds, and magic-working arm, 
ilgainst our armies wrought such dread alarm, 
Who, without sword, to our astonish'd view. 
Our mighty champion, great Goliath, slewy 
And drove our forces with a conquering hand 
Disgraced before him, as a vanquish'd band. 
And whom their matrons were rejoiced to raise 
Ten times in songs above ^their Monarch's praise ? 
If so, indeed what safetj can we know 
In one by nation our establish^ foe, 
Who soon by guile, as well as prowess, may 
Overthrow the state, and all in bondage lay ?" 
Interrogated thus, the king began 
The stranger's person and his deeds to scan. 
When David soon perceived, with quicken'd eaK 
Their jealous actions, and disturbing fear, 
While equal dread his boding thoughts assail'd. 
Disturbed his rest, and day and night prevail'd. 

• 
No comfort finding here, he wish'd to leavej 

Yet anxious still no great ofience to give, 
And that he might be rather sent than go. 
He madness feign'd, that they might quit him so. 
Fired were his looks, to roll his eyes began ; 
And down his beard his spattle drivelling ran; 
He scratch'd the gates, defaced th'enameli'd doors, 
And scribbled nonsense on the marble floors. 

9 
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The king beheld, and with increase of fear 
Convenes his servants his commands to hear ; 
<^ Do you not mark," says he^ ^^ the man jon 

dread 
Become a maniac, and deranged his head I 
Yon see bim mad ; — and have we need of onm 
Of spch description to approach the throne i 
Dispatch bim then by my direct command, 
To seek his quarters in another land, 
That we xio longer, to our terror, may 
So great an object of disgust survey." 

Glad of the orders, quick the courtiers sped^ 
And to the exile joyous news convey'd. 
Released thus to his wish, the world he saw 
Before him wide, but knew not where to go i 
No place of rest in all the earth appear'd 
Nor scarce a mortal but whose face he fear'd ; 
For all-suspicious, he was lost to know 
What friend was friendly — or what friend 

a f oe ; 
Yet in this strait Adullam foremost stood. 
As near his kindred of the first in blood* 
*' Sure," then he thought, " those whom I'v« 

often tried 
Will never leave me with the turn of tide ; 
Sure I shall in their natural feelings find 
Some consolation to a drooping mind." 
Then from the city Gath his way he bent 
Glad that his scheme had brought the wish'd 

Avent. 
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To quit the darkened laifdyirhere gentiles reign, 
And see h'ls kindred in this worid again. 

After aweary walk, and gloomj way, 
He finds Aduliam on a closing day. 
And loDfely, there his threatened life to save, 
Takes np his rest in a capacious cave. 
This known,-— his parents, kindred, and each 

friend. 
On him, restored, with liyely joy attend ; 
And crowds from different causes thither draw, 
Those in disease, or debt, and these in woe. 
Until at last he to his comfort found 
A little army Tolnnteer'd around 

David -rejoiced — ^yet fear'd that some might 
bring 
News of such gathering, to apprize th^ king. 
Who with superior force might soon annoy, 
Take him and kindred, and his host destroy. 
Hence, with a filial heart, he tries to meet 
With favoui'd quarters for a still retreat. 
Where his dear parents may a time engage. 
To dwell secure from royalty and rage. 
To Mispah then he goes, and Moab*s king 
Intreats for leave his parents there to bring, 
That they may leave him to himself, to try 
The doubtful issue— to emerge, or die ! 

f2 
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To Hareths forest' bent, removing far 
Oat of the thunder, and the waj of irftr. 

Relation next to Saul's affairs proceeds. 
To trace urith horror his infernal deeds. 
Btilt shrink reflection \ at Uie thought recml ; 
Let the pen'tfemhle at the punfnl toil, 
For sure it never could in any age 
Disgrace so deeply the historic page t 
But faiifaCiil to its task it now mast state 
Th' atrocioos facts, and thus the deeds relate* 
From Gibeah far had fled the shades of nighty 
And.fendd heat advanced with vivid light^^ 
When Saul at Ramah, in malignant mood, 
Beneath the umbrage of a cedar stood. 
Within his hand he held a' fulgent spear, 
While his stem aspect spread a boding fear, 
As his attendants form*d an ample ring, • - 
Waiting, the pleasure of their tyrant kiag. 
They all stood mute'; — ^bot soon he silence bfoke, 
And thus, enmged, in scorn and fury spoke: 
<^ Hear now, ye fienjamites — hear and disclooe 
Why thus unfaithful in your master's cause? 
What ! iwill this npstart shepherd, son of JesB% 
Giv^.eadh a field and vineyard to possess ? 
Or will he raise onto some ^igh command, 
And make each captain o'er a thousand band^ 
Th^t you conspire, and ready' aid afford 
Against yduir Sovereign and your rightfid ImbU 
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At this time silence is a crime in yon, 
For the rebellion of my son you know ; 
Yoa know that he with David league hath made. 
And that an army is in ambush laid, 
Tet none of you, ye mutinizing crew, 
Would in your duty this rebellion shew." 

The king here ended, and a pause ensued ; 
None dared to answer, lest it wrath renew'd ; 
Each stood confused ; — ^when from the silent linf 
Forth Doeg stept, and thus address'd the king : 
<^May 't please my Lord ; — at Nob I've latslj 

been, 
And David there in his sedition seen. 
Unto Ahimelech, the priest, he came, 
Who entertain'd him to his lasting shame ; 
For he nor hesitated nor delay'd, 
Bat of the Lord for him inquiry made ; 
Nor only present needful cravings fed, 
fiat for the journey gave the sacred bread, 
And.arm'd him with Goliath's conqner'd swor^^ 
That treasured trophy, sacred to the Lord." 
So spoke the wretch, Saul's chieftain o'er bli 

herd, 
And from the tale the deepest guilt inferred ; 
A brutal monster, fitly there the head, 
But more ferocious than the worst he bred* 

Thus basely furoish'd, an express is sent, ' 
(But all ODGonscioas of the vile intent,) 

F 4 
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With strict command the sacred tribe (o htbtgj 
To face the charge before their injured king* 
Tnie to the mandate, thej ob^y^d the call| 
And quick prepared to meet their sovereign Saitf. 
All guiltless of offence, they go as ted. 
Nor for the issue feel a boding dread^ 
Yet little thinking, as they cross'd the plain, 
That they should ne'er retrace these steps again ! 

Thus innocent and unsuspecting go 
A flock of lambs to meet the butcher's blow. 
That know no fear, though near the wounding 

knife^ 
Prepared to rob them of their blood and life. 

.They came ; — ^beheld aloft the gloomy king 
Rinsed o'er his vassals in their humble ring. 
In whom, with sorrow, they too soon could trace 
Tartarean passions in his angry face. 
Then standing meek before tli' o'erbearing nsan^ 
Saul thus, in rage, the heavy charge began z 
^'Hear now (and thou as chief, Ahitub's son) 
What to my kingdom and to me is done : 
Why do you thus conspire against your Lord, 
And strength and knowledge to his foes affi>rd ? 
By what, Ahlmelech, hast thou been led 
To give a rebel consecrated bread. 
And arm him with Goliath's treasured sword^ 
Left to thy trusty and sacj^ed to t;he Lord I 
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And vrhj lor Mm too at the ark ioqiiiffr 
To fill his |x>som with seditioas fire^ 
That he shoald now against his SaTereign Wni^ 
With hostile arms^ and a rebellions host V*" 

Confounded at the charge the prophets stood r 
Eiach viewed the pontiff in a silent mood^' 
Expecting £ron> his reverential mouthy 
A cooling answer in the honest troths 
The pause was short ; — ^for soon- the priest hegaai 
Softlj to answer thus the raging man : 
•^May t please the king ; — ^with sorrow *^tifl I see 
That ill accepted which I've done to thee* 
Strange k appears to hear thee David call 
A Mm unfaithful to his father Saul, 
Who was so late, (and known but so to ii!ie,> 
Tme as a subject and a son to thee ; 
Adjust in all to thy supreme command ; 
And who so honour'd in thy house and land ? 
Upon these terms tilone to me he came, 
Graced by thy mission^ in thy royal name ; 
Hence ev'ry favour be received from me 
Was granted only in regard to thee ; 
E^on to the lending of the treasured 9W0fd,i 
As m the service of jony sovereign lord.. : 

^ Thus may my king the truth unfolded se«v 
JLtk^lsLy no charges ta my house* or me ; 
F<fr we are clea?^ and nothing know eftlfii 
WbjaveuB thy fiesvaoAr cait ha?p» done 
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The auditory stood o'eijoyed to hear - 
Defence thus pkaded eTidcntly clear, 
Not dotibtiog but the upright, revereod sin^ 
Had quenched the fwrj of the monarch's fire* ; 
But far reverse ! for all, alas ! became 
As copious curreats of en oil to laine : 
No reasons toueh'd ; he still infuriate stood, 
For what should soften only raised his blood ; 
Hence quick coofirmiag what his aspect spoke, 
J^rom trembling lips this dreadful sentence br oi ia ^ 
^< Hear thou, Ahioielech, nor aught reply; 
Thou and thy father's house shall surely die !!^ 

This said, be stopt a moment to respire, 
For words were lost in an excess of ire ; 
But scjon as speech pemiitited to enlarge, ■> 
In sonorous voice he gave this horrid charge's 
*^ Give eai!, my guards, and my command* obe^; 
Deal iny.due vengeanpe«-^aU the prophets slay-ll I 
l«et none.escape^ for all united are 
Inlei^ue with David, and my treach'roasbm!" 

At this each oourder trembled fmm histoni; 
When solenm silence reign'd throughout the whole* 
Dreadful dUemma I to extend the sword 
None dared against the people of the Loid^ 
Aod^ y^ relosal rmight abruptly bri^ 
Death oi> tjheiaselves irom Ibeir vindiotive. littg. 
Hard was the choice, and yet they nobly stood 
Proof pgainst sheddiog of the gniltlesa Uood, 
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CoimtiDg offence mach safer against Saul, '^ 
(A finite being,) than the God of all. 
Each tfne to his own conscientious breast, 
Looked roond, most anxious^ and snrvey'd Hie 

rest, 
When all (excepting one) unite in heart 
And spurn to think of such a cruel part 
But harden'd Doeg, of a savage race, 
Felt not — but showed a most obdurate face ; 
And callous to all human nature stood, 
Alert for mischief, and athirst for blood. 

Dreadful to thousands would have been the 

shack, 
But here the prophets stood, firm as the rock ; 
Silent — unmoved — calm — ^grave — serene, 
Andnnappall'd amidst the trying scene, 
For innocence was theirs, no guilt they knew^— 
Peace their possession, and a heaven in view ; 
For well they knew Ae utmost stretch of might 
Could only waft them to the realms of light ; 
Exchange their toils in such a world as this^ 
For floods of glory, and immortal bliss. 

Behold Ahimelech ! a noble sight! 
Venereble-^majestic^^fuU of heavenly light ; 
Deep-versed in wisdom, an high-honoured sagt^ 
llir grace and piMar of the passing age«t 
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Thus calm the holy man ; thus firm tbe rm|^ 
Of e'en bis life-goardi stood befbrt tbe king : 
Who being thus contemn'd and disobey'd, 
liook'd roQpd on all, and aU with rage surveyed % 
But IX>eg well he knew, and in his face 
Cottld the dark lineage of the savage trace ; 
Fit for his purpose, ready to obey ; 
He calls — ^' Go, Doeg, all the prophets slay ! l 
Spare not thy band due recompense to bring, 
To free the coimtry, and to serve thy king !" 

A!^ Boeg, pause t let not thy daring hamt 
Be too subservient to the rash command. 
There cast thy eye ^ — Ahimelech sorvey,. 
Revere his aspect, and the stroke delay ; 
XiOok at his reverend front, his silver beard^ 
Bis age^ his meekness, and his hoary head ; 
Then ask thy hardened heart if it can bear 
To act a part so horrid and severe ! 
Tes I^ — unrelenting monster, lost to shane,. 
No aspect awed him,, nor could goodness tame ; 
"Boi forth he stept, obedient to his lord. 
And in the PontifiT sheathed his pierefng sword t 
A ghastly sight !^ — Deep fronv hts aged breast 
The blood fresh issued, and the ground hepi«ss''d ;; 
When to this lower life he bade adieoy 
And sprang to regions of a brighter view^ 
HThere trials end,, and human passions cesst^ 
aK vft lavei anct harnmnj andt ptac«k 
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Tbqa oo titi? murderer we^t as he begw, 
And carried -rapid death from nMia to iiiao^ 
Till 9Vtt of eighty-six (the sacred band) 
Bat one eluded hi& destmctiTe handl 
Heart-rendiBg sight ! — without a fault to find 
To see them slai^hter'd to a tyrant's miud ;, 
See eighty-five thus innocently fall 
At the capricious will of wicked SauL 

Thus by the scythe, swept o'er the scented 
field 
The flowers and herbage to the mower yield i 
Bow down their heads to its destructive sway^ • 
And in one mass together die away* 

Wha would but think Uiat such a sanguine floods 
Might glut the keenest in their rage for blood I 
But sad reverse I Ah doleful tale to tell ; 
Thousands must fall, as those so lately felL 
The very city (these poor martyrs' home) 
Most in destruction soon a^ wreck become, 
Where all that live and breathe the vital air 
Alike must suffer, and of vengeance share I 

» 

Next morning soon, as from the east afar, 
The streaks of light excelFd the twinkling star,. 
Up Doeg rises at the early call 
Th. spread death wider at the will of Sesah 
A roSan. troop,.. q,uick in soch times of nee^ 
Wtie piqk'd to suit the execrable d%t4L 
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Fit man tbeir leader for the chief commanii^ 
To choose his fellows, and inspire the band. 
These shigled out, a daring host they stood^ 
Fierce — and all-anxious for the work of blood 2 

Thus to the clangour oif the huntsman's hum 
A pack of beagles join at early dawn, 
Full-mouthed, and eager for the bloody chast^ 
Against a timid, inoffensive race. ^ 

So flush'd, they hasten on their hostile way, 
Sa^ work to finish ere the close of day. 
Devoted Nob ! — ah, tremble at thy doom, 
At thy destruction on the point to comel 
Short is the knowledge of the human mind ; 
To all in future, though at hand, how blttid ! 
Ah ye inhabitants, you little know 
What now awaits of terror, death, and woe ; ' 
Unconscious of offence, you know no fear, 
Nor dream of danger, though, alas, so near ! 
But see yon powerful host, with fury blown^ 
They bring destruction to your happy town. 
What pity that so fair a plate should fall 
To utter ruin by the wrath of Saul ; 
pity indeed yon turrets and yon spire 
Should sink to ashes by the rage of he ; 
All as at once which thus so grand appearv, 
The tedious labour of unnumbered years. 
But though thy aspect may our pity gaiii^ 
Ai all must soon 1m lerell'd with the plai% 
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Yet wbat art thoii, thoagh into roid httrra, 
Compared with life ? — an atom to a world 1 
thoaght superior ! what a race mast go 
And sink abmptly to the grave below ! 
And doubtless many there mast lifeless tie 
Caught in a swing of sins — unfit to die ! 
For whom, alas, the ral&ans will not spare 
Time for repentance, or a moments pirayer : 
X^^o I — ^ii^ith the righteous, they must, one and all^ 
Resign existence, and promiscuous fall ! 

The deed begins ! — ^through every gate tbt j 
press, 
And ravage on, committing all excess, 
O'erpowerM by arms, and taken by surpriflje, 
Vain is resistance, nor avail their cries. 
Deaths follow deaths, by undisputed sway, 
'Till all destroy^ by horrid murders lay. 
Whose mangled bodies are confusedly barPd, 
With spirita -centred in another world ! 

The town yet stood, and yet retained a name ; 
But now, at last, behold it all a flame ! 
From every quarter at one time aspire 
Volumes of smoke, and roaring sheets of ftre : 
The timbers crack — the walls to ruin fall. 
And in one mass of fire they bury all i 

Sad is the wreck!— *and yet a part remains ; 
Sestmctioa threatens the adjacent plaint* 
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The fllieq)^ the camel% and tbebeatis alife^ 
Left to the lust^ a little jet sorviTe ; 
To these from hence thej bend in haM^iB awaj^ 
And all to finish,— every creature slaj t 
'Tis done complete ! nor aaan nor beast alivo 
The general ^reck and massacre fwrviTe^ 
But all is now become^ destroyed and skua, 
A lifeless town^ and desolated plain 1 1 
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ARGUMENT, 

Abiathar infonns Dayid of the death of the propheti.— 
0vrid*s lamentation for tbeni.-He hean of the PhUisthM* 
Domini: against Keilah, and opposes them vith saocess.^ 
Saul obtains information of David, and tliinks to seeops 
hioL—DaTid remoyes to the land of Ziph with his men, 
and disappoints flieir king of his eipectations.— Jonathaa 
pays him a kind visit there. — ^The Zij^ites inform Sasl 
of David^ who now removes Airther to Maon^ and dweOi 
in a cave there. — Sanl pnrsnts him with every prospect 
of success, but is suddenly eallsd off to a war with tfaa in- 
vading Philistines. — He returns again, and in hit way 
•ofen the very cave where David had talcen up lii&ahodt. 
--*David refuses to do him any personal injury, hut calssff 
the skirt of Ids robe vnseen. — H* discovera himti^ lo 
Saul, when out of the cave, who is overcome with David*! 
liorbear^nce, and kindly thanks him, with tears, in m pn^ 
phettc cpeech against himselt-— Samuel dies. — His dia- 
racter and funeraL — David goes to the deiert of Paiaiu— 
lends men to Nabal, at his annual sheep-shearing, to aolldt 
some of his provisions. — ^They are rongldy treated by tbf 
master, and refused their errand.^ — David rashly resents^ 
affront, but NabaVs amiable wife, Abigail, pacifies him^«— 
Nabal dies, and David obtains his widow to be bis wife, 
his former one, his dear Michal, having been given Awaj 
iMflbre to one PbalU, by Saul, in David's absence. 



DAVID. 



ISooi t^t dFonttb^ 



These devasta'tioos o'er-^^we yet must kaciw' * 
A mix'd narration — oft of scenes of woe ; 
At times on punful themes a while must dv^U, 
And oncoath talea of glaring ermrs tell. 

We turn to Datid, still to see Urn stand, 
A lonely exile in a desert land, 
To whom AbiathaT<(who lived to tell 
How all his brethren of the priesthood fell) 
Now hastes, in g^ief, while boding f^r^ prc^itfy 
To moumfally relate the dreadful tiale. 
Ai when td Job the doleful news i|rent pdst, 
That his loived children and his ail weref Imfy 
A grief like his the hidings npw Impart, 
Wound Daif*td'8 mind^ tind rend his feeing 1MH» 
He sighM and wept, ahd, comfortless,' refused 
All consolation, and thus mourning knuped; ^^ ' 
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^^O sacred tribe ! alas, and are joa dead! 
Thea what remorse and horrors fill my head ! 
For I have been the cause of all the strife 
Which thns has broaght you to the loss of life. 
O I could I now a sacrifice be made, 
And bring you living from the silent dead, 
How freely would I give my life for yon, 
And pay that ransom-price so justly dne; 
For what is one, when taken into view. 
With such a number, and such worthies too { 
It cannot be ! — alas ! alas ! they 're gone, 
Departed hence, and never will retimi, 
Thns sunk abruptly by the wrath of Saul ; 
And I am left to feel the loss of alL 

^< O dear Ahimelech ! my worthy friend ; 
Thy life I honoured ; I lament thy end. 
For who so dignified is left us here. 
To fill thy station, and thy rabk to bear ? 
Who can succeed to take the sacred lead^ 
And pour sweet counsel froib the heart and 

head? 
Sui what, alas ! will lamentalions do, 
Or all the tokens of excessiie woe ? 
The scene is past t all boisterous blasts are o'er^ 
And yon are landed on the peaceful shores 
While W9 remain upon this trying aKseoie, 
Where strong pertttieiis paii, and intervete. 
Ah ! may I then, who stiU am Idt on eiHh; 
Like y^tt, while here, prepare for sodden deall^ 
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That when the tempests of mj life are o'er. 
Yon may salate me on that happj shorn/' 

Tfaiu David felt; — and deep and long thi 
^ smart 
Dwelt on his mind^ and oft oppressed his hi^art ; 
Bat for the prophet now (who thus had come 
f^aped in fear, deprived of friends and home) 
His care was tum'd, to whom he kindlj said, 
<^ Here rest with us ; let none thj peace invade, 
For I will screen thee from the refich of Saul, 
And what shall come to thee shall come to all.'' 

Report now reaches David's watchful ear, 
That 'gainst Keilah pagan troops appear; 
That the Philistine host a torrent pours. 
Frights them unarm'd, and robs the thrashing 

floors; 
On which he turns, as wont, agun to trj 
For best instruction, and has this reply : 
<^ Go, save Keilah ; — ^the Philistines fight, 
Exalt thy banner, and their armies smite*'* 

David had faith, for well he knew the word 
Was firm in troth when issued from the Lord ; 
But not so all his men, for they reply : 
'^ Sure if we meet them, we but meet to die , 
For if in Judah we in fears are lost, 
What then to dare such a tremendous host 2" 



118 DAyiD. 

This stagger'd David ;— hence he tried t§tm 
For confirmation to convince his men, 
When heav'n in condescension clear'd the waj, 
▲ed thtti was pleased in doubtless terms to mj : 
'^ Arise — go down — and make no longer stand, 
For I have gtv'n them to thy conquering hand.** 

All now united heart and hand in might, 
And braced on armour for a vigorous fight ; 
When soon they dash'd among th* invading crew, 
O'erwhelmM their troops, and many thousand* 

slew ; 
On which the people witnessed full relief 
From threatened ruin and distressing grid 

News soon reachM Saul, that thus the turn of 
tide 
Had David brought within their walls to hide, 
Go which, he hoped with ease to gaia his 

ends, 
When to this point with energy he bends : 
'^ Secure," says he, " I have this man of wars 
Pent in the city, bound with walls and bars ; 
Then force prepare, nor lose a single hour ! 
Haste ! make him safe while thus within our power; 
For God at last hath brought him to this stand. 
And giv'n him to my recompensing hand.'^ 
Orders were quick ; yet not without delay. 
Such tribes he muster'd to secure his prey. 
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That David gain'd, ere they could all proceed. 
Sore information of th' intended deed* 

The mass of force in preparation drawa 
Renew'd a dread in former seasons known ; 
Hence David to his best of gaides again 
Tarn'd now to learn what man could not explain* 
Abiathar he calls^ who^ wise in thought^ 
From Ramah had a sacred Ephod brought, 
When thus the king : ^^ Thou know'st, O Lord 

of all ! 
What is design'd me from my sovereign Saul ; 
Tlien be Thou pleased to let thy servant know. 
That blest bj Thee, he may avert the blow." 

Short was the answer, but by favour showjx, 
*^ That he would come, nor even spare the town." 

David again : ^^ But will they prove to be 
Of treacherous conduct, or stand firm by me ? " 
Return was made, ^' Nay— no dependence have ; 
They will betray thee, and the city save." 

This was enough ;— obedient to the call, 
His faithful comrades join him, one and alt, 
And though six hundred strong, through street 

and bar, 
Quit for their safety such a threatening war ; 
Glad thus to leave the fickle crowd behind. 
Who harbour'd such ingratitude of mind; 
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« 

Bttt jet knew not, in wandering mazes lost, 
What way to tarn, or where to fix their post : 
Th* abodes of men seem'd to their views a snare* 
And all the world but troubles, toil, and care. 

Thus sore perplex'd, from man they tried to stray, 
And to the mountains bent their cheerless way. 
To lands of Ziph, which rocks and woods disclose, 
The tiger^s refuge, and the wolf's repose ; 
There fix'd their tents, hi this wild, lone abode. 
Where wandering mortals had but seldom trod;. 

Keilah left, the news soon came to Saul, 
Who, diagrin'd, saw another project fall, 
But in vexation at the cross defeat. 
He tum*d to find him in his next retreat ; 
Though bad success attended his pursuit, 
A. work of toil, and no reward of fruit. 
For so die Lord, of sovereign right above, 
Made, once again, the schemes abortive prove. 

Though David here held a remote abode. 
His royal frWnd pursued o'er trackless road. 
And found his dwelling ; where again between 
Their ardent minds ensues a melting scene ; 
In which the prince, (although he felt the rod,) 
Strengthen'd his mind in duty to his God ; 
To humbly trust, and in deep reverence bow, 
Though nature felt the adverse winds to blow ; 
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Then thus he cheers : ^< Fear not, my honoured 

friend, 
For all these trials will in blessings end ; 
Thou shalt in spite of opposition gain 
The sacred throne, and over Israel reign ; 
!3eoome her king, by Heaven's upright decree^ 
And I in station shall be next to thee. 
This well my father knows, and hence the cauffi. 
Why his estrangement so severe arose." 

Magnanimous youth ! who thus couldst view 
thy friend 
Supplant thy station, and the throne ascend ; 
Yea, couldst, through all, his many wrongs oppose, 
And stand the foremost to support his cause* 
Intrepid mind ! what strength requured to take 
So great a cross, and such concessions makel 
But duty, calling to a track oft trod, 
Thou bow'dst to friendship, and to serve thy 

God. 
Noble example ! may it grace the page. 
And stand recorded to the latest age ! 

In revelation thus how clear his mind 
Towards his friend — ^yet to himself how blind I 
Ah ! little thought he, when he thus reveaPd 
One certain fact, another was conceal'd ; 
But a short time the fatal truth unfurl'd. 
And rank'd his station in another world ! 

6 
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Then we they cIom, they covenant egiia 
Before the Lord in friendship to remain^ 
In that ceiaeBttd love $o often tf ied^ 
Which nothing wwnp^dj or ever tum'd aaide. 

At length they parted theugfatfinl and oppieai^d) 
Mingled their tean, and in th* adien caresB'd. 
David reoiain'd at hb oncertain post, 
A self-made chieftain o'er a little boat, 
While Jonathan departs o'er wilds to roam^ 
And dreary wastes, to seek his cheerless home. 

Thus they remote, while plotting at the court 
The busy Zophites to the king resort, 
And carry news that David may be found 
Hid in the coverts of Hachilah's ground ; 
Proposing on their part (success so sure) 
To give him up to SauPs disposing power. 

Saul warmly thank'd them for the news they 
brought, 
For their commiseration and their thought ; 
" But first return," he to their news replies, 
^ And find the quarter where he skulking lies, 
For he is subtle, flies from place to place, 
£ludes the eye — is difficult to trace ; 
Nor spare inquiry, that with better view, 
We may our object in his flight pursue ; 
And I will bring a widely. sweeping band 
T« search and seize him, if within the land." 
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For this they turft-— bat the Impatient king 
Now lets out fancy on its painted wing, 
Whose glowing colours feast the sangoine eye. 
And promise every wish to gSEtify* 
So flush'd in spirits, and at heart elate^ 
He cannot bear for thcfir report to wait^ 
Bat sets to work with all-proriding care 
For the great feat his armies to prepare ; 
Vast nnmbers ordering to effect his plan 
To take in triumph the devoted man* 
But David heard of the collected host, 
And to elade them quickly changed his post ; 
With his few men he then to Maon trod 
Where in a cave he fix'd his dark abode, 
In hopes that, so select, and private too, 
No search could find him, though they might 
pursue. 

Saul now set forward on his hostile race. 
But bent hb prospects to the former place ; 
Where foil'd he gains, like some sagacious hound. 
Scent of a track by which the game is found, 
And so elated that he deems him sure 
Within the vortex of his grasping power ; 
And near it seem'd, for they at once were seen 
On hills opposed, and but a vale between, 
While part inclosed him in their numerous train, 
With hope at height, an easy prey to gain, 
And to all prospect had secured his fall 
Beneath the arms and greater power of Saul. 

g9 
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Thas some keen fowler, on a sporting groaDd, 
His game incloses with a net around, 
Draws near to seize, impatient at delay. 
In certain prospect of his trembling prey, 
Tet ere the catch can feast his anxious eye^ 
A cord may slip and let the captives fly : 
So here it proved — for ere Saul could prevail, 
The grasp was brought by an event to fail* 

Thus David's cause, to closest pinch is come. 
Short space apparent ere his final doom, 
Wh^i he, and all his friends, who close had stood, 
Must give up all, and seal it with their blood. 
Oh sad dilemma ! when so near the grave. 
Beyond the power of mortal man to save ! 
When thou canst not on flesh and blood repose. 
Nor hope for mercy from thy bitter foes ; 
Nor in the aid of strongest friendship trast ; 
(The feeble efforts of the sons of dust ;} 
For what are they in such unequal strife ? 
They cannot rescue thy devoted life ; 
Not all so much as roll a stone away. 
For thy escape to live another day. 

What then remains ? — Yes — there remains 
o'er all 
An arm, all-powerful to avert thy fall ; 
Then hold thy faith, though now so nearly mn ; 
Hold fast thy faith, and see what will be done ; 
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For thdtigb jet hid, a prompt relief will come * 
To snatch thee safe from terrors and a tomb ; ' 
B7 secret means^ though of such long delay, 
Thy God will work for thee an open way, 
And Jet thyself, and Jew and Gentile, see 
His signal favours still confen'd on thee ; 
For now, behol49 his interposing care 
Gives the relief by sudden turn of war. 
Just at this time, and on a mettled steed, 
A man approach'd — a herald, bent on speed ; 
With anxious looks, and sweating as he rode, 
He push'd to Saul, and thus address'd his Lord : 
<< Haste, O my king! with all thou canst command, 
For the Philistines now invade the land." 

Enough was said ; — they quick prepare to go. 
To fight more fairly with the common foe. 
Alive, and anxious in a greater cause, 
To make a stand against a field of foes ; 
A host that wisely chose the present hour 
To dash upon them with a rapid power, 
Whil^ Saul was absent, and engaged afar. 
To urge with only one a puerile war. 
Then off they go; the heathens only mind. 
Forgetful of these little things behind, 
Turning their backs on David, and on all. 
Released from trembling at the threatened falL 

Great was the rescue from so near a stroke, 
Which gratitude in David's mind awoke ; * 

6 3 
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And a0 he oft was wont, bo now he singt 
H jmns of tibanlugiviog to the King of kingf. 

Thus 9i tbis titae he witneas'd great veKef^ 
His life from dflog^r, and hia mind fiem grief; 
Yet knowing not how soon die festless king 
Might back again his eweepiag forces bring, 
' He deem'd k safeat, with bb little trains 
To quit the place, aad stronger holds to> gain ; 
When to En-gedi they for aaletj more 
To rocks inhabit in the hills above. 
And for awhile in seeming safety stay. 
Except from terrors of the beasts of prey; 
For here mns wild the fierce, ferocieos boar^ 
The leopards ravage, and the lions roar. 

As the poor hare, before the eager chase. 
Is prest for life, 'and seeks a quiet place ; 
Finds it, and rests-— but here distwpb'd again, 
She quits and flies*— but flies and qntts m vaiA : 
So David for his life is forced to fly 
From place to {dace, bat none a vest wpflj. 

Ere long the king this Pagan war snppres^ 
And from that qoarter gain'd a preseni rest ;. 
Hence now he warmly tune to formei views^ 
And all the raaceinr of his heavt ienews» 
Inform'd again through some malicious mind. 
Where be ma> Daaid at tlua moment, find^, 
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He chooses out three thoosaDd men to stmy 
O'er rocks and mountains to pursue his prey; 
Nor spares himself, though ill the toil may sti^^ 
In such a rugged, such a wild pursuk, 
O'er trackless urastes, and far awaj from home, 
Where browsing goats in boundless pastn^es^ roam. 
Far more consistent would have been th' emploj 
At court with courtiers — and domestic joy ; 
But what will not vindictiye minds sustain 
Of toils and perils, wrathful ends to gain, 
Although th' indulgence is so sore to bring 
A bitter potion, and a poignant stidg ? 

When rolling oceans, with the tempest's rOar, 
Rage, dash, and foa'm against the rocky shore, 
Waves try to pierce at each tremendous stroke 
But back recoil, and in themselves are broke; 
So Saul in vain with boistVous anger toiPd, 
While all his fury on himself recoil'd. 

In this wild chase the monarch turn'd aside, 
A cave to enter, spacious, cool, and wide. 
His purpose private, he stept singly by. 
And, as he thought, unknown to ear or eye, 
For none around the murky cell he spied ; 
When quick he cast his royal robe aside ; 
Freed from restraint, and Seemingly alone, 
His army scatter'd, or before him gone. 
Thus unprotected— what a need of fear f 
For lo !— »the dreaded mun Was very near ! 
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Who at one stroke migbt have deprived of life^ 
To end his days, and close his deeds of strife ; 
For in the rocks that form'd its ample side, 
David and comrades had retired to hide. 
Where long to darkness thej inured had been^ 
And could distinctly see, and not be seen. 
Whilst Saul, emerging from meridian light,. 
Was overpower'd with gloom that dimm'd hit 

sight ; 
When at this juncture one, with ready hand^ 
Thus urges death, and only waits command : 
^^ Behold the time of which the Lord hath said, 
^ Low at thy footstool shall thy foe be laid, 
Into thy hands he shall delivered be, 
That thou may 'st do what seeYneth good to thee.'*' 
a No'' — whisper'd David in low voice again, 
^^ No blood so sacred shall my weapons stain ; 
Be it forbidden that my sword should fall 
On God's anointed, and my father SauL" 

This check he gave — nor longer arguing staidj^ 
But softly stept to where the mantle laid. 
Cut off its skirt without exciting fear. 
And back retum'd, nor startled eye or ear. 
This was a gentle act, and even proved 
Whom he revered, and as a son he loved, 
And yet it seems it touch'd a tender part. 
As if irreverent, and he felt a smart ; 
And sure it might be deem'd a step top far 
Thus bold and free a royal robe to mar. 

g4 
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Now Sanl arose, departed from the place^ 
Agaia the object of his wrath to trace ; 
Bat with surprise these sounds accost his ear : 
^< Mj Lord the king, th j son and servant hear V* 
Back now he looks, sees David on the ground^ 
To meet his monarch with a bow profound, 
When he resumes : ^' Be pleased to lend an ear 
To mj petition, and with patience hear* 
Whj should'st thou suffer a malicious tale 
To hurt thy mind, and o'er thj peace prevail i 
To hear the vile, injurious thoughts instil 
In base design, as if I sought thj ill ? 
Know, then, mj lord, convincing proof I bear, 
Thy life I seek not — but my king revere ; 
For in this cave we were together come. 
And at one stroke I might have s^al'd thy doom. 
To which some urged me, as if Heavenly Power ' 
Had so design'd it in that favour'd hour ; 
But I withheld inflicting death or pain, 
Nor shall paternal blood my weapon stain* 
As proof, behold ! — (and let it touch thy breast,) 
I hold a portion of thy royal vest. 
Hence near I must have been, and thou must see ' 
Thy life in mercy has been spared to thee* 

^^ Why should my lord, the sovereign of the 
land, 
Against a flea thus raise his powerful hand I 

o5 
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Sure 'ti» beneath bii dignity to §» 
In war opposed ta an imagined £oe^ 
To figbt tbe feeble and obscwo and one 
Ttet boldft no wkh againflt his Idag or thKneib 



<' May tben the Lord who raie%and aH 
A^^odge th offence that Bep'rates Ace and nw i 
In whom I trast, and firm In luthl itand^ 
That He will firee me from Ihj" ^engeM hen^** 

Saul now confounded, feels a crowd of ftnav, 
Is stnag with grief, and sheds a ftood of tearv ; 
In faulterlDg accents then he thus began: 
^^ Is this the language of the injoffed man?^ 
Then wept aloud, for deep it touched hie heart ; 
When thus he added, as he conld hnpin4 : 
<^ Thou art more righteous, O ny Son ! tfann I ; 
Good thou bast rendered when my wrath' was-high ; 
Thus nobly spared^ when cast upon thy will. 
And proved by mercy that thon bear'st no iM : 
May then the Lord reward thy special care. 
Who thus in goodness has been pleased to spare* 
Swo tlus I know, that in some future day 
Thou shalt be king, and bear the regal sway?. 
And in thy heirs, by a Divine command, 
The throne, descending, shall securely atand ; 
Then by the Lord, to me in kindness, swear. 
That my descendants i^all en^oy^ thy care^ 
That thou wilt not cut off nor sire nor son, 
In line from those now seated on the throne. 
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Nmt from my dthe/s liease destfoy niy fSAxM^ 
By right entitled to its rank in fnne^' 

As tkos requested, DaTid granted all, 
And bofond himself to please his father Saal ; 
When from the place they reconeiledly pari, 
The king retaming with a soften'd heart ; 
Bat David kept in holds of strength, to bar 
From fatore harm^ shonld Sa«l resume the wah 

Prom Saal and David taming, next we come 
To Samuel's ent to his final home* * 
Death snatched the honoured sage, and brought 

a close 
To all his labours and his many woes ; 
When the freed soul departed from its earth 
To glorious realms beyond the reach of death. 
Where nothing mundane can the saints annoy. 
In their possession of transcendent joy« 
Like other prophets, he possessed his share 
Of heavy burdens, not his own, to bear ; 
For though the heart be innocent within. 
They yet feel deep the prevalence of sin. 
Mourn the defection from the righteous cause. 
And seek the good of all—- of friends and fbes. 
E'en to the present day the righteous find 
The like strong travail to possess the mind. 
Such wa^s lus lot, and lafger it appears 
Than fell to mfmy of his fellow seers. 
He eminently stood ; — ^his favours large. 
And great the duty that became his charge : 
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And though perhaps no Bcalptor carved his nai 

To deck his grave, ahd eulogize his fame^ 

Tet sacred record gives it better far 

Than pomp of monarchs, or the feats of war. 

Bat what is stone ? or what the marble bnit ? 

For these have long been cmmbled into dnst ; 

Or what to him that men in every age 

Should read his virtaes in the letter'd page ? 

E'en baseless all — >with all their, charms unfnrrd. 

To his fruitions in another world, 

Which then commenced, when freed his 

pilgrimage, 
Have been his portion down throngli many an age, 
And will the bright beatitudes display 
When all creation shall be swept away. 

A gen'ral mournixig throngh all Israel ran, 
Lamenting deeply the departed man ; 
Vast concourse diawing from afar and near, « 

To the last token of the honour'd bier : 
In which great loss our exile felt his part. 
For worth liad placed him near to David's he^rt. 
In early life the honour'd seer he kneW| 
And as years lengthen'd their attachment grew ; 
Tet with the mourners he could not appear, 
But dropt^ remote, his tributary tean 

Now Sam^el gone ; — the mournful David rot* 
And to the desert of wide Paran goes ; 
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A bowling waste — a wilderness of lands, 
Of drearj aspect over bnming sands, 
Where far within feW ever fix'd abode, 
Or foot of man with lahgaid laboar trod. 
Short space advanced within this lonely land, 
He took his station with his little band, 
With peace in prospect, when removed so far 
From his oppressor and the scenes of war. 

Awhile sojoaming here, provisions fail, 
And fears of want his thoughtful mind assail ; 
Invention's racked to live as heretofore. 
In lands so sterile, and with little store. 
Hence, as he lay one night upon his bed, 
These ruminations occupied his head : 
" There is," thought he, ** a man they often name 
For vast possessions — of extensive fame, 
Who lives in Macn, but of Carmel's lands 
A wide extension, with his stock, commands; 
Who long since boasted of his boundless store. 
And gathering riches now have added more. 
Thousands of sheep and goats, well fatted, wer« 
Flocks of his pasture that engrossed his care, 
And now his shearing, just begun, I know 
In Carmel makes a great abundance flow ; 
And though pennrions, yet in such we se« 
They have their fancies, and can liberal be; 
This then must be the time— there must abonod ' 
With them abundauee for the guests around; 
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For it is lOMMini fnooi well confina'd rqpoft 
That numbers yearly ta ihe place resort^ 

Drawn to the spot In a carouse to share 
Of a free hanqiiet aad a commoa fare* 
Then to the master I will kindly send 
To ask a portion as a nei^booring friend^ 
To join their party, aad partake a share 
With them of pleasmres o'er their fleecy eare : 
For, thoagh thus known to be of narrow name, 
Yet for oar luodness we the gift may tlaim ; 
Then now for once I will assay to know 
How far a miser's charity will go." 

At length the morning sun began to rise, 
And tinge with red the oriental skies. 
Resolved ;— he rose an errand thns to send ; 
Some chosen men to execute attend, 
Whom to this mansion David gave to bear. 
In soft entreaty, a persuasive prayer, 
To beg a portion of the food profuse, 
To serve their mastei^s and his soldiers* nse* 
In general terms he orders how to greet, 
How to implore, and how the host to treat. 

Instructed thus, away the heralds speed, 
Full of their charge, and anxious to succeed ^ 
But doubtmg their success, for NabaPs name 
Was widely branded as of churlish fame; 
Of parsimonious thrift, and meanly low. 
Yet wont at times to make a liberal show. 
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To quaff tfav bowV^o d«id iihe wite apoMid 
And waiiloD w'Mkj ib the rnxme^u sottnd : 
KnawiK M when jovaf^ and atMBgtk'MDg at ta«b 



'J 
They, dow cuslafed him is decMnia^ age ; 

For if IB jonth the pasaons am net May 

Too oft at last predominaDt tbej reign, 

And when the second child comes on through 

;ean> 

A foraer habit more exposed appears ; 

Then sad to see a mortal prone to crime 

When life stands tottering on the verge of time ! 

Not so< his Abigail-— a worthy wife, 

Of high esteem, and of an even life : 

Renown'd for wisdom ; affable and kind ; 

Of comely aspect, and of noble mind ; 

Yet when required, she could with steady hand 

A strict obedience to her will command* 

The servants now arrive, and with some fear 
Before the ruler of the feast appear, 
And greet him thus: ^ Hail, master of this home ; 
Peace he to thee and all beneath thy dome* 
Thy servant David wishes to convey 
Throvgh us, a blessing on this feastfuL day; 
For whom we crave thou kindly wilt attend 
To his request, and treat him as a friend. 

<^ Report of these good time» our master hears, 
Where plenty seigns^ and much to i^aie appears^ 
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Where varied viands are not only pvest 
On useful laboarers, bnt each strangeivgaest;* 
Then may it please thee a small part to spare^ 
That our commander and his men may share ; 
Like others, may a welcome party make, 
And in the joy with thee and thine partake* 

<< We ask no dainties for onr master^s use, 
(For beggars sorely have no right to choose,) 
Bat hope in bounty thou wilt rights regard, 
As generous actions claim a just reward ; 
And thou inay'st call to mind what special heed 
Thy shepherds witnessed in their times of need ; 
When on these spacious plains thy flocks were 

seen 
By thousands spread to gambol on the green; 
For did not then our host ward ofif alarm, 
And guard both shepherds and the sheep from 

harm. 
For such protection, then, be pleased to spare 
Of thy provisions to these men a share. 
That from thy board they may enjoy at least 
A grateful token in the general feast, 
Indulge in gladness at thy plenteous store, 
And often bless thee when these days are o'er.** 

Old Nabal frown'd, as if he could not brook. 
The modest freedom which the strangers took. 
Nor for such favours, in his avarice, bear 
Tlioughts of a little as a boon to spare. 
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Quick to refase, an answer soon be broke, 
And in barsb accents tbus be sternly spoke f 
^^ Wbo is tbis David ? — ^Who tbis Jesse's son, 
For wbom such errands yon are quick to run 2 
Is he some upstart of ambitions mind, 
Not to tbe service of bis lord inclined ? 
For many servants at tbis day we see 
Desert their posts untimely to be free* 
Shall I then take provisions of my feast, 
(For those who kbour, and deserve them, drest^ 
And, with a thoughtless and profusive hand. 
Give unto strangers, who no right command ? 
No ! — thought preposterous ! — ^I the grant refuse, 
And keep mj victuals for their proper use. 
Go then, and measure back the ground you came, 
And blush returning to your master's shame. 
Who thus has sent^ to feed himself and host 
With food and dainties at another's cost.'' 

To modest beggars thus enough was said ; 
No more they urged it — ^but abruptly fled ; 
Unto their chieftain disappointed ran 
With the rough answer from the churlish man, 
Where word for word they in report repeat. 
Which quickly raises David's martial heat. 
Aroused ; — ^resentment and revenge become 
His rash decision, and denouncing doom. 
^^ To arms !^-^to arms !" — ^the fiery captain aaid^ 
Bind on your armour; follow where I lead I 
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What ! shall this wretch 1^ railing thus bestow. 
Reward us thas, and no chastisement know i 
No !-^take his dne, for he and his shall feel 
The fnll reward of mj inflicting steel ! 
So said, four hundred men compose a band 
To carry Tengeance with destructive hand ; 
Against the guiltless, guilty war to wage, 
And wreak unbridled his vindictive rage. 

As some fell lion, tyrant of the wood, 
Draws to its verge, athirst for human blood, 
And in the meads beholds some children play. 
Then sits prepared to dart upon its prey : 
So flush'd and hot the eager chieftain stood. 
Alike high^bristled, and prepared for blood. 
Alike nntouch'd for innocence to care, 
The feeble pity, or the helpless spare. 

Forth then he marches on his hostile way, 
The house to visit, and his objects slay ! 
Bat hold, rash man ! halt in thy eager speed. 
And pause a moment at the cruel deed ; 
Let cool reflection thy strong will assail. 
And better judgment over all prevail* 
In prospect now an awful act appears, 
That may embitter thy succeeding years ; 
The retrospection, when too late to mend, 
Thy feelings harrass, and thy bosom rend. 
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What I — only one to lAsmB — and shall ihej all 
Before the torrent of thy fary fall ? 
Avert it heavea !— soikM ^ardian angel send 
To shield the goikless, and the weak defend ; 
Thj chosen one froaa rashaess to restrain. 
And ward )m conduct from so fool a stain. 
Yes ! — ^ds forbid ; — so far he nuist not go, 
Arrested short of such a scene of woe; 
A change shall come, and a short ime ^all prove 
His rage subdued, and melted into love ; 
For so the Sovereign of the human will 
Acts now by second means to stop the ill* 

Whilst thns infuriate David is become, 
Some caught alarm at Nabal's threaten'd home : 
A faithful servant heard the answer sent, 
And from its harshness fear'd some sad ev^it, 
Well knowing David stood en martial ground, 
And that such rudeness would his honour wound; 
Th^n, as his duty led, the matron's ear 
He soon apprizes af his prudent fear, 
With whose wise counsels he had cause to knew 
They might concert to ward a pending blow. 
Thus he: — ^^ Be pleased, O mistress Lnow id> hear 
A case demanding thy ioNnediate care. 
Thy preotipi decision en the best design ; 
For mischief heveis oveir thee and thine. 
This mominig fir»m the wilderness there cane 
Ten soAdaeffs charged with capteia Daind's naflMy 
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And modestly made known a small reque^ 

To share a little of our shearing feast ; 

Due for the kindness which we had to share 

While in attendance on onr fleecy care ; 

For true it was, as we can jnstly say, 

They were oar bulwark both by night and day ; 

For while surrounded by their quiet host, 

No good)s were missing, nor a lamb was lost. 

Hard was it then, an answer most severe, 

From our stem master in return to hear, 

For all was railing, which we heard with shame, 

Enough to kindle a retorting flame. 

Then dangers we may bode, as not afar. 

From such a roughness to a man of war. • 

Consider then in what is our defence. 

And what may best atone for such offence ; 

Nor time suspend, for danger I foresee 

Hastes on our master, on us all, and thee.*' 

The servant thus express'd his fears and grief, 
And placed dependence on their female chief. 
Who now revolved in her capacious mind 
The threatening prospect, and the cure to find. 
Her purpose fix'd, she now adopts a plan 
To calm the hero, and to please the man : 
Collect," says she, ^' two hundred loaves of bread, 
Of wine two bottles, of the briskest head ; 
Five sheep, drest ready, of the fattest slain ; 
01 com five measures, best of all the grain ; 
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Oae hundred of the closter'd raisin^flakes^ 
And figs two hundred, of the richest cakes* 
These lay on asses — drive them on before, 
And I will follow as you bear the store." 
Thus she directs, and thus the servants do 
With cheerful pleasure-^and with hope they gtt. 

All this was done unheard by Nabal's ear, 
Nor sees his eye the treasures thus they bear, 
Or else a storm of words would soon be sent 
To )iold the presents, and the good prevent : 
But more engaged in dainties left to taste, 
He drinks and revels in the flowing feast. 

Thus Abigail, deep«musing, leaves her home. 
And sighing, ponders what of all will come. 
Wrapt up in thought on what she soon most find, 
A calm ensues to re-compose her mind. 
In which 'tis shown her of some things to come 
In future years, that will be blest to some ; 
And hence she^oon a prophetess became 
Of David's blessings, eminence, and fame. 

Thus exercised, she onward bent her course, 
And soon beheld opposed a martial force ; 
When down two hills, a valley just between, 
They each descend, and unto each are seen. 
Now met ; — she springs from off her ass to greet^ 
And falls down prostrate at the warrior'* feet-; 
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When thns she pkads, while starts the crystsl 

tear, 
And, hvsVd to stlenoe, all attend to hears 
'^ On me— on me-^my lord, cast all the blame, 
Let me the burden bear, and all the shame ; 
Let thj resefitment centre on my bead, 
While I for mercy on thy goodness plead. 
Then be thou pleased a moment now to spare, 
While I the truths of what occurr'd declare. 
Regard not Nabal, my tyrannic lord. 
Whose name and nature but too well accord. 
For oft I feel, and to my sorrow know. 
His name is '^ Folly," and his nature too ; 
Whose conduct 'tis not io my power to move. 
Or I would change it for a fund of love. 

^^ Know then, my lord, that when thy aenrants 
came. 
To bring a message in thy gracious name, 
It was unheard of and unknown by me, 
'Till they departed, and returned to thee. 
Then be thou pleased thy sanguine hand to stay 
Nor for the guilty one, such numbers slay : 
And he too one whose froward deeds and strife 
Destroy the comforts of domestic life ; 
Enough to bear in daily grief of heart, 
Without additions on another's part* 
Then leave the man ; — and here see from his 

board 
A willing present render'd to my lord ; 
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Nor tniad by whom it comes to calm the gtrife) 
For though no act of ht&<— 'tis bj bis wife ; 
And we, the females, in those stations claim 
The dues of wedlock— -in all rights the same. 
Glad then I bring, selected from our store, 
A choice of viands, but could ^ish them more ; 
Yet these accept*— accept as thej are meant, 
To sue for peace, and ward a dire event ; 
That, freed from such a scene of sad distress, 
We maj our homes in confidence possess, 
And thou, diverted ia the point of time. 
Avoid the evil of so great a crime. 
Nor let thy men be in the boon forgot. 
But in requital give to each a lot, 
Who have a right our gratitude to share 
For their protection to our fields of care. 

^^ Now may my lord all in good part receive. 
And what is wrong his generous heart forgive, 
For I but crave in this my suppliant mood. 
To stay thy hand from shedding guiltless blood ; 
That such a crime may never — ^never stain 
Thy better life, nor give thy bosom pain ; 
Nor cause the Lord, in any future day, 
To turn the blessings He designs away ; 
For hitherto thou hast a fav'rite beeu. 
And many tokens of his favours seen. 
Kind Heaven hath prized thy innocence and truth, 
Thy rectitude of life, and zeal of youth, 
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Wherein thoa hast maintata'd the sacred 
A|;ainst backsliders and its heathen foes^ 
Fought the Lord's battles to thy utmost might, 
And back repeird the gloom of pagan night. 
For such good deeds thy gracious God will nuM 
A house for thee, and bless thy future days, 
And to past favours add still favours more, 
And bind thee closely in hb precious store. 

<< Although a man with all his power and art 
Rose up to chase thee as a hunted hart, 
Tet no fell weapons shall success command. 
Raised to thy hurt by a designing hand. 
But iDofiensive they shall take the wing. 
And fly as pebbles from a feeble sling; 
That thou may'st still high elevation gain, 
E'en over Israel to command and reign. 
Then, when thus seated, it will sure afford 
No ^ief in memory to my honoured lord, 
When he reflects in mind from time to time 
That be was stay'd from such a bloody crime. 
Nor yet a blush his manly cheek assail 
To think therein a female could prevail. 
For when convictions are brought clearly hom* 
A noble mind regards not whence they come. 
And though at times thy sun in clouds may shine, 
Yet be assured that blessings will be thine : 
And when such favours are conferred on thee. 
This day recall — and then remember me." 
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Thus soft perauaston captmtiiig J)qng 
On the sweet accents of her pleasing tongue, 
When as she closed, a meek expressive eye 
Told what she felt in waiting a reply/ 
Bat David stood convicted, and in awe 
To hear such language from a female flow : 
He felt it ; — and admired the solid sense 
Spoke to the heart, in winning eloquence. 
Then after a short pause, (for trembling hung 
Words scarce commanded on the faultering 

tongue,) 
His feelings found a vent ;•— the melted man 
Laid by the soldier, and thus mild began : 
^^ I bless the Lord, who in this time of need 
Has check'd my purpose ere I did the deed ; 
For sure it was my will, this very day, 
All of thy house before the/sword to slay. . 
And blest be thou; thy pleadings have o'^r 

come - 
The evil thought, and brought ccmviction home. 
I stand condemn'd, and speak it to my «hame, 
For thus indulging a vindictive flame. 
Which might have caused a future lasting smart, 
And broke my comfort by a wounded heart. 
Pride of thy sex ; — to thee my thanks be paid 
Who hast a blessing thus been kindly made ; 
And for thy presents too, I thanks impart, 
As sprang from wisdom, and a generous hdart 

H 
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Thee I accept ; — ^then in assarance stand 
Of life and safety under m j command. 
Go— carry peace— <:onTey good tidings home, 
And fear no evil in the time to come." 

All thus was reconciled ;•— and now they part. 
Each calm in mind, and with a lighten'd heart. 
David tum'd back, with gratitude of mind, 
His desert regions, with his men, to find. 
While Abigail returns to rural life. 
To fill her station as becomes a wife ; 
One who deserved a better home, and ease^ 
A home of comfort, and domestic peace. 
Arrived ; she finds they hold no day of fast, 
Nor fear they evil from what lately past, 
For varied food, and rarities profuse. 
Are free regaled on by the jovial house, 
As songs and music in confusion sound, 
And nimble dancers trip an airy round, 
While the gold vase is fill'd and fiU'd again 
With foaming wine to stupify the brain. 

Old Nabal^ by the juice of grapes o'ercome. 
Forgets his station as a lord orhome. 
Unfit that night important news to hear 
Of dreadful dangers which have been so near. 
His prudent spouse suspends to tell -the tale 
'Till clearer senses o'er the sot prevail. 



BOOK IV. 147 

To bed he totter'd, and till rising day, 
Snored—dream'd — and slept bis dronkennesg 
away. 

The morning came at length ; — ^he left his bed, 
Bat felt the tortnre of an aching head : 



Yet calmer grown, his wife relates the whole - 
Of his misconduct, and their threatened fall, 
Which so affects him that his spirits fail, 
Aud deadly horrors o er his thoughts prevail. 
That with a frame debauch'd, and mentals low, 
He sunk o'erwhelm'd into the deeps of woe, 
Which quickly brought him past all power to save, 
A self-made victim to the silent grave. 
Some days pass'd on, as if in doubtful strife. 
Whilst the pulse flutter'd with an ebbing life. 
When death ensued, that freed his worthy mate 
From domination, and a suffering state. • 

News of th* event, with very short delaf , 
Some tongues to David in his wilds convey, 
From which he finds that Abigail's become 
The sole possessor of herself and home, 
And, by a kind and providential deed. 
The fetter's broke. — Thus all completely freed. 
And all without the crime he had design'd, 
It Btmck with force his ruminating mind ; 
On which he said : << Blest be the Lord of life, 
Who has been pleased thus to suppress the strife. 
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To stay my pasdons from a rash design, 
And free my conscience from so black a crimen 
And yet in mercy, and paternal care, 
To strike the gnilty, and the righteous spare, 
For which my heart in gratitude shall raise 
Rev'rential thanks, and sing the song of praise.^ 

David ere long recalPd the fine display 
Of female charms upon a recent day, 
When Abigail (the widow now become) 
Check'd his designs against herself and home ; 
Her winning graces, in the look serene*— 
Her comely aspect-— dignity of mien-— 
Her prudent conduct— flowing eloquence, 
And solid wisdom in her just defence ; 
Nor last, nor least, her final words renew, 
As if still sounding, and she still In view, 
When thus she closed : ^< And when these come 

to thee, 
This day recall^-and then remember me." 

Thus all conspired impressions to renew. 
So strong imprinted in that interview, 
And made him judge, when centred in a wife, 
They promised comforts in domestic life« 
His pleasing fancy thus dwells on her oharms, 
And, unrestrain'd, his ardent bosom warms. 
For what opposed and had debarr'd before 
Was now removed, aud she a wife no more ; 
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And hence no object his desire denies 
T' indulge a lover's flame, and gain the prize. 
He then with her communed — ^his love exprest 
And soon the charms he thus admired^ possest. 
For her late admiration quickly moved 
Her breast to love where she was so beloved ; 
When ere 'twas long, the left and lonely dame 
Renounced the widow, and the wife became* 

« 

Thus tnm'd events — thus one another crost, 
A wife to gain for one so lately lost ; 
One to fill up the tender soothing part, 
For one so robb'd of—one so near his heart— 
His dearest Michal, who at Saul's command 
Was in his absence given to Fhalti's hand, 
Where hopeless seem'd the chance that ever more 
Time would the object of his love restore ; 
But things afresh revolved, and Phalti lost 
The prize he had obtain'd at David's cost. 
For revolutions once again restored 
The envied female to her pristine Lord* 
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The Zophites again inform of David. — Saul punaes him 
with three thousand men.^— David and Abishai visit Saul's 
camp, and find all asleep. — They, unobserved, take his 
spear and cruise of wi^r.— David returns, and at a dis- 
tance reprimands Abner. — Saul calls out, acknowledges 
his son in a repentant state of mind, and blesses him. — 
David goes with two wives to Gath, and obtains Ziklag to 
reside in, from whence he makes a war-excursion into a 
neighbonriDg state, and returns with much spoil.—- The 
Philistines again at war.—- King Achish claims David's 
Msistance against his own country, but he is relieved by 
the discontent of the assisting nobles^ — David and his 
men return towards their home at Ziklag. — They find it 
destroyed, with all their wives and treasure gone, and 
none left to give account. — They follow, and at last re- 
cover aU. — Saul prepares to meet the Philistine army, 
but is discouraged at their appeanuiee. — In this strait be 
consults the witch of Endor. — Is informed there of his 
dismal situation and future prospect; yet he persists, 
and engages the enemy.— They overcome him, and him- 
self and three sons are slain in the field of battle. — ^Tbe 
pagan forces thus becoming masters, repeople the deserted 
cities. 
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Not long had David his new bride eojoy'd, 
Before fresh broils their nuptial bliss annoy'd. 
A second time the Zophites now resort, 
Officious meddlers ! to disturb the court, 
And tell where David and Us little host, 
His close adherents, hold their present post. 
Saul takes the scent, and, to his fresh disgrace, 
Uprises early to the brutal chase. 
Three thousand men appear ^ain in arms 
Accoutred qiudtly for renew'd alarms. 
As if prepared in muster'd ranks to go 
Against some potent and important foe ; 
But vain-^fraii man l^thy strivings are in vain ; 
Parade and strength thy end will never gain, ' 
Bat from a feeble few thou shalt, in shame, 
Lead back thy armies with degraded name. 
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David, apprized in his retired abode, 
Sent forth his spies to learn what news abroad $ 
Who back retnm'd, and with some terror said, 
^f That Sanl and thousands o'er the land were 

spread." . 
On this he hastes at eren-tide away, 
To find, in secret, how the forces lay, 
Where he beholds the king ; and at his post 
Abner, presiding captain of the host. 
Within the trenches Saul lies on the ground. 
And all his soldiers in a ring around* 
This seen by David, he regains his post 
And carries tidiogs to his little host ; 
Then asks his men, who so courageous are 
As dare attend him to the camp of war ? 
When Abishai turns, with dauntless heart, 
^^ I ! — I am ready for the foremost part." 

The twilight gone, the night its mantle spread 
And stars alone were all the light to lead ; 
Propitious hour to aid ; — ^no more delay. 
But forth they ventured on their devious way ; 
With cautious step, and with attentive ear. 
The tents they visit, nor excite a fear, 
For o'er the camp a deadly state they found. 
As if some trance had seized the whole around, 
Where a deep sleep, by supernatural power. 
Had seal'd their eyes ip that lethargic hour; 
Nor bark'd a dog, nor screech'd an owl, to wake 
The slumbering soldieca an alarm to take. ' 
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Saul soundly slept, and by his senseless ear, 
Stack in the ground, erectly stood his spear. 
Silence profound !— «a favour'd moment now 
To strike, unwanted, a decisive hlow : 
When Ahishai soon the silence hroke. 
And gently whispering, thus to David spoke-: 
^ The Lord hath given thee now thy prostrate 

foe; 
Give me the grant, and I will strike a blow, 
With force that will no second effort need ; 
For death, most certain, shall the stroke succeed. 
^^ No ! hold thy hand," as quickly David said, 
« Forbear all rashness, though so fairly laid; 
For who can slay, without a sinful stain^ 
Whom God appoints, and whom anoints to reign? 
'Tis His prerogative ; — ^'tis His alone 
To raise a monarch, or a king dethrone ; 
Then be the deed his own ; — let us not dare 
To interfere, or what He wills, debar ; 
For in this confidence I fully rest. 
He will the king of what he holds divest. 
Relieve in time from all this hostile strife, 
And Saul deprive of royalty and life. 
Yet this I grant ; go, take the gilded spear 
That by his head is pitch'd so very near, 
And cruise of water too; in proof to bring 
How thus in mercy we have spared the king.'' 
Thus Abtshai's hand was timely stay'd ; 
AUbough reluctant, he the check obey'd, 

h6 
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Bat prompt to act, and spurning at delay. 
He darted off, and snatch'd the spoils away ; 
Past back unnoticed, like a shade withdrawn, 
And left them slumbering till the peep of dawn. 

Now David, soon as blush'd the early light, 
Awoke the soldiers, in a general fright 
To see, with mixture of surprise and fear, 
Puiioin'd, unseen, their master's cruise and spear ; 
For now elate he mounts an eminence. 
To aid his voice, and serve him for defence ; 
From whence he calls, loud echoing, to the host. 
Reminding Abner to attend his post. 
He calls— -but calls in vain ; asleep they lay, 
Nor mind the summons, nor the dawning day. 
He calls again ; when with the louder noise 
Abi^er awakes, and hears a distant voice : 
'^ What voice is this ! says he, <' so loud to ring. 
And break the slumbers of our weary king ?" 
When David thus, in reprimanding tone. 
Again salutes the guardian of the throne : 
^* Art thou not, Abner, in exalted post. 
Both at the court and in the martial host ? 
Why then neglectful of thy duty here, 
To all endanger, as I make appear? 
For some this very night, unheard, unseen, 
Within your camp, and near the king, have been. 
Who at their will, by an unguarded stroke, 
Might have dispatch'd him ere again he woke ; 
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As proof of which, see in mj hand, are here, 
Thy sovereign's cniise and his neglected spear. 
For snch sapineness manifest in-jou, 
You stand condemn'd ; — and is not death your 

due. 
Who thus in slumbers take your pleasing swing 
Without regard to your anointed king ?" 

Thus David spoke with elevated sound, 
Heard by all parties now awoke around ; 
When thus the king, in rapture and surprise, 
**Is that my son ? — ^Is that my son ?" — ^he cries. 
Quick David answers— ^^ Yes !— a son so near 
As should be cherish*d, and as ever dear ; 
Not lightly spurn'd and set at distance far, 
An outcast exile, and pursued in war, 
Like some chased hare, no resting place to know, 
Or hunted partridge on the mountain's brow. 
What have I done ? — what evil canst thou see 
In all my actions or designs on thee ? 
Hear then, I pray, thy servant's just request. 
That all between us may be right redress'd. 
If from the Lord this wrath be justly come, 
And in chastisemenj: my apportioned doom, 
An offering may that gracious power appease, 
And my tried soul from all its griefs release : 
But if from man these hostile deeds arise, 
Be theirs the duty of the sacrifice, 
To crave forgiveness fr^ih the throne of God, 
Or bear the burden of hi.^ righteous rod ; 
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For why should I in fear of death thus ttand. 
Or, life to save, give op mj Dative land. 
My kind red, friends, and all endeared th&igs, 
(To peasants precious as to lords and kings,) 
And seek a refage in a gentile land 
Where I can nothing of my own command ; 
But may the worship of the Jews disown, 
To serve their idols, and their gods unknown* 
Then try no conquest o'er the weak to gain. 
Thy royal robe with guiltless blood to stain ; 
Nor yet a son and subject rashly send 
In pagan bondage all his days to spend ; 
But let vtkj life and birth-right-freedom be 
By thee preserved, as thine have been by me." 

Thus David spoke, and in pathetic mood, 
An humble suppliant to his. father stood. 
Who then by sudden better thoughts o'ercome, 
Retum'd this answer, and reversed his doom : 
" Ah, I have sinn'd, my son ! my crime I see 
Against my conscience, against God, and thee ! 
Pass by the error of my wayward will. 
And for the future thou shalt know no ilL 
I have err'd deeply-— done a foolish part, 
And keen remorse now overpowers my heart. 
Return then freely, and thy life shall be 
Dear in my sight as mine had been to thee." 

Thus Saul's hard heart was for the moment 
broke. 
But yet again still doubting David spoke : 
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<< Be this the case^ well realized in thee. 
And it shall meet a due return from me ; 
Then be to all their faithfulness repaid, ' 

And in oblivion be all error laid ; 
May gracious heaven that mercy show to mo 
)Vhich thus in sparing I have shown to tliee, 
That tribulations in my soul may cease, 
And close their conflicts in the bonds of peace." 

Now Saul again, prophetic, thus began ; 
'< Mayst thou be blest in all, my^faithful^son : 
Great things are thine; though adverse winds 

assail. 
Yet thou shalt prosper, and o'er all prevail." 

The interview now ceased ; with food o'ercome, 
Saul, more composed, his steps directed home. 
Then David calPd for some young man to bear 
Back to their camp the water-cruise and spear ; 
But cautious still, and still with doubtings tost, 
He turns, deep-musing, to rejoin his host. 

As some lone vessel on the boist'rous main 
Attempts each port's secure retreat to gain,> 
But knows not where, when baffled thus and to6t, 
To »iter safely on the troubled coast ; 
So David found it — so perplex'd to find 
A quiet haven to repose his mind, 
Had not that hand which stills the raging seas, 
Oft laid the tempests, and commanded peace, 
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He never could have all his conflicts borne, 
Nor look'd with hope to gain the promised throne : 
<^ Sure it most be," he said, << that I mast fall 
Some day a victim by the hand of Saul ; 
What then is better in the present hoar 
Than seeking refage from some other power; 
E'en from Philistines will be better far 
Than sach a conflict, and unnatural war. 
If then I fly, forced from my native soil, 
I may the vengeance of the monarch foil. 
For he will deem me then in measure lost 
Beneath the banners of a foreign host, 
Which more and more he fears, and never dare 
Provoke their fury to engage in war. 
Resolving thus, with just six hundred strong, 
To Gath he goes, and leads his men along : 
Dwells with king Achish, well protected here. 
Blest with two wives to succour and to cheer. 

Now when to Saul his watchful spies relate 
David'si transition to a foreign state. 
He felt it grievous, but he here let fall 
Thoughts of pursuit, and wisely gave up all ; 
For though offended at the Gathian king, 
Who David took beneath his sheltering wing. 
Yet this affront he brook'd, as safer far 
Than in resentment to provoke a war ; 
But peace was short, for soon another ckuse 
Produced fresh broils between these common 
foes. 
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While many rounds the moon had ran its coarse, 
David retnain'd in Gath, vith all his force, 
When, as in compliment, he thus addressM 
His friend, the king, to grant him a request : 
^^ III it hefits me, in this royal place. 
To take such freedom, and the king disgrace, 
As thus -within these walls to stay so long, 
And, too intrusive, court and* city throng ; 
Then be thou pleased some country town to give. 
Where we apart in privacy may live, 
Yet where no cause these favours may 4ehar 
Vouchsafed to me and to my men of war, 
Nor intercept that aid which I can lend 
As an auxiliar, though a feeble friend*" 

r 

At this request king Achish Ziklag gave 
To suit his purpose, and his service save, 
With which well-pleased, he thanks, and bends 

him low; 
Then chieftain, soldiers, and their baggage go. 

Not long they dwelt, till David's active hand 
Began a warfare in a neighbouring laTid« 
Three states that join'd, and not ext^ded far, 
He now invaded in offensive war^ 
Inflicting death on all with rapid pace 
'Till none survived it of the human race. 
The sheep, thib oxen, and the speckled deer 
They drive before them, and the pastures dear. 
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These and their camel% with their loads of ooni 

And stores of treasure, are with trimnph borne. 

When Gath thej enter, after all their toil, r - 

And pay for favoors with the ravaged spotL 

Or right or wrong, or unaggress'd, to slay. 

We will not venture at this time io say i 

If from self-will, we small reflecdon need 

To stamp the slaughter as a cruel deed ; 

But reasons might, to us unknown, have placty 

To authorize to extirpate the race, 

And done by second means, might only be 

A just infliction by divine decree, 

As Amalek for sin, by general death 

To root their influence from a spot on earth ; 

For sure that Power that had created aU, 

Had right to raise, or make a nation fall ; 

And though the just might with the wicked go 

As in one mass, and common lot of woe, 

Yet here is not the end ; — the judge of all, 

Des^ts would balance though they thus might 

fall. 
And raise the righteous to be ever blest. 
Freed from all sufferings in the realms of rest ; 
While the vile sinner would be doom'd to go 
To dwell in regions of eternal woe« 
Thus He who life to every being gave. 
Holds right to take it, or at will to save, 
To end it singly, or, through mighty sway, 
By any means to sweep a host away. 
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This right, by Etna's loud tremendoiid blast, 
To lay a portion of the country waste ; 
Its rolling lava and its flames employ 
To works of man and human life destroy: 
Thus by the earthquake stately towns o^erthrow^ 
And swallow thousands in the gulf below : 
Thus raise the tempest with terrific sweep 
To swell the billows of the briny deep, 
And in the fury of the mountain wave 
To snatch unnumber'd to a watery grave 1 

When Achish saw the treasures which they 

bore, 
The chief he questioned, ^< where they found the 

store." 
But David answer'd jn evasive tale, 
And had the art o'er Achish fo prevail, 
(At least to carry from suspicion clear,) 
And still in favour as before appear, 
For it-was glozed, as he revealed the news, 
As an incursion on some feeble Jews ; 
Which seem'd to please, for thus the monarch crits: 
<^ Against his own thus harsh in war to rise ! 
Then sure all Israel must abhor the hand, 
And ever spurn him from their injured land I 
Hence safe I keep him and his valiant host,' 
To guard my kingdom, and defend my coait" 
He tum'd it so ; — but if of common sense, 
He most have judg'd it to be mere pretence ; 
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Tet 00 reflection thus it salted best 
To pass it bj, and as a fact to rest, 
And rather let a weakness be betray'd 
Than risk a rupture where he wanted aid. 

David must soon upon bis trial stand^ 
To flinch — or fight against his native land ; 
For the Philistines fierce on Israel rose 
To meet the force of all they could oppose, 
In which their king collected all his might, 
Nor left nnsnmmon'd who could aid the fight, 
When from all parts the numerous succours p^ss, 
Draw to one point, and form a powerful mass. 
Thas many brooks from trivial springs begun, 
Steal gurgling on, and half unnoticed run ; 
But when accumulated, wide and deep, 
Roll on majestic with o'erwhelming sweep. 
BLing Achish now to David turns his mind, 
In him th' << auxiliar and the friend" to find. 
Whom he addresses thus \ ^^ The time is come 
That I must call thee from, thy private home, 
Fo^ now our banners must unfurl in war. 
And thy heroic deeds are known afar ; 
Then rose the standard to thy Hebrew band. 
And join the army under our command ; 
Where let us see your matchless name is just. 
And our -dependence on an arm of tnist." 

Great was the strait that David now was in 
Betwixt the monarch and rebellious sin ; 
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Hard to refuse so kind a friend in need. 
But yet still worse to make his coontry bleed. 
Thus for the present, then, he pass'd it by ; 
** Yes ; — ^you shall see on whom you may rely." 
The lung returns : '^ May'st thou transcend us far, 
And I will raise thee in the ranks of war. 
And at my court thou shalt high station claim. 
Guard of my -person, and of honour'd name»'' 

Dire aspect now of bloody war succeeds ; 
Each lord his thousands to the contest leads, 
While Achish follows, join'd by David's host. 
In deep reflections and in musings lost. 
Sad situation, David !— -straits combine ! 
What can relieve thee but a power divine ? 
What but that God who hitherto hath been 
An arm to save in many a trying scene ? 
Te&-*here He rose just at the point again 
To torn the balance, and prevent the stain. 
In pagan lords He raises discontent. 
And by this means prevents the fear'd event. 
Unlook'd-for stop !*--Now all is bustle sees ; 
Close consultations pass the lords between. 
For looking round, they see with jealous fear 
A host of strangers (hat compose the rear. 
^< What mean these Hebrews," they offended say. 
Who thus intrude, and join in war's array ?" 

The king, excusing and explalcing, said : 
<^ Our friends they are, and David at their head ; 



i 



166 DAVID. 

David the brave, late servant unto Saul, 
Bat now my helper, whom to war I call: 
For all thf9 time that he hath beea with me 
' I coQld DO error in his conduct see, 
But fbnnd him always in adherence strong, 
And one to whom victorious deeds belong.'* 

, Firm was the answer, yet it did not please ; 
The princes still conld not proceed with ease : 
Dissatisfied — ^they thus expressed their paiu : 
^^ Nay, let this Hebrew back return again ; 
Send him and his to take their former post, 
And free from murmurs thy devoted host, 
For sure misconduct we too late may know, 
If to the battle he has leave to go ; 
For, though his actions and his speech are fair, 
Yet how uncertain in tbe test of war. 
Where he may soon, when all engaged contend, 
Turn from our interest, and the Jews befriend, 
For how can he the favour lost regain 
By surer means than by our array slain ? 
And near attachments must his mind command 
With a strong influence to his native land, 
Where early friends and all his kindred live, 
The strongest bias to his wish 40 give ; 
And where e'en matrons could in songs maintain, 
^ Saul bad his thousands, he ten thousands slain ;' 
And at this day high honours raark^his name, 
When even children lisp his glowing fame. 
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In rach an one who then can trust repose. 
To fight his friends, and aid their common foes. 
Without those fears that confidence debar, 
Of traitor-conduct in the heat of was ?'' 

Enough was said ; he found it wonld not do 
To press the stranger to the field to go ; 
Against his will he therefore now address'd 
His Hebrew friend, and thus his mind expross'd : 
<< Long have I known thee, or at home, or far, 
A faithful person, both in peace and war ; 
Yet know my lords in sentiment combine, 
And as one man thj friendly aid decline, 
Then calmly leave our too suspicious host. 
And take the station of thy former post. 
Peace go with thee ; whom purely I release 
That discord may within our army cease. 
And heart and hand we may united go 
To take the field against our common foe." 

Well-pleased was David at the fair relief ; 
Yet joy dissembling, thus he feignM his grjef t 
" But say, Oking ! why am I sent away. 
And not to share the glories of the day ? 
What have I done while I have spent my days 
Within thy realm, disquietudes to raise ? 
Have i not lived, when we could peace eojoy, 
In quiet life, nor been the least annoy ; 
Yet when required gone freely into war, 
And deck'd with trophies thy triumphant car ?* 
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^^ Yes ;"• — Achish soon in answer ihas proceeds ; 

<< Tes t well I know tbj meritorious deeds : 

Or in the war, or when at peace, 'tis due 

To grant thy conduct has been ever true ; 

Yes, gratitude I largely owe tathee, 

For as an angel thou hast been to me, 

And my regard in future shall appear ; 

But from my lords I cannot banish fear, 

For they determine^ and they let me know, 

That t&us to battle they will never go. 

Then soon as mondog gilds with early red, 

Let all arise and then thy soldiers lead ; 

Be far departed, ere full light of day, 

That our vast armies may no more delay." 

Thus urged again, but as reluctant still. 
He yields with honour to the sovereign's will. 
They part ;-*-king Achbh to the princes goes^ 
And acquiesci:)g, seals a night's repoise ; 
Whilst grateful David feels a thankful heart 
Thus from his friend in his goodwill to part, 
And be excused to raise his trembling hand 
Against the armies of his native land. 

A peaceful night they spent ; and when the 
mom 
First streak'd the clouds with oriental dawn, 
Glad of their freedom, they forsodt the bed, 
And brush'd the dew, as their commander led. 
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To the whole band it was a glad retreat, 
For each had felt a loyal bosom beat, 
And spum'd the thought that in a pagan' canse 
They should thev coontry and their Arms oppose. 
Such their relief — snch their united joy ; 
But ah, how soon it meets a sad alloy ! 
Short-sighted man ! Things pleasant oft appear, 
While scenes of grief await him very near. 

» 

Three days they march'd oppress'd with heat 

and toil. 
Before they trod upon the wish'd-for soil ; 
Yet lively was their march, as now so far 
They turned their footsteps from the dreaded war, 
And saw prospective, as they thought, to cheer 
Their wives, their mansions, and their .children 

near. 
They thought how pleasant it would be to come 
So unexpected to their friends at home, 
AVho knew ;iot then but they were distant far 
Amidst the perils incident to war, 
Where in their conflicts many might be slain. 
Ne'er to be welcomed to their arms again. 
But sad reverse ! — no wife, no children were 
Left there to greet them, nor a home to cheer ! 

As Ziklag they approach, behold arise 
Volumes of smoke aspiring to the skies ! 
Sad omen to their fears ! — fears crowd apace 
As nearer they advance and see the place ; 

I 
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For fire and mios naw compose the wliole 
From street to street, and end to end of all ; 
And wkat adds more, their ears no tongoes assail 
Left to report, and tell the moumfnl tale. 
Wives ! — children S«— friends ! — not left a single 

one, . 
But all destroy'd, or with their treasures gone ! 
Lamented desolation !-— sad to find. 
Where every horror crowds upon the mind. 
Wliat could they do? In anguish they lament; 
They dread, they weep, and moara the sad 

event ; 
With hopeless woe and briny floods complain, 
'Till tears no longer in their ibonts remain : 
Bat of the sufferers David is fhe chief, 
From outward trials, and from inward grief** 
Two wives he lost, two lovely females there; 
If slain he knows not, nor if captives, where ^ 
If captive slaves, imagination draws 
Iq strongest colours their mysterious woes, 
And makes him leave no horrid thought behind 
To rouse and harass his pathetic miod. 
But in addition to this piercing woe 
It is his portion other ills to know ; 
The very m^i who his companions are, 
Whom he befriended or in peace or war. 
Now charge him rashly as the only cause 
From whence these suff'rings ti^.tbeir lot aroae ; 
Why loss of wives, of children, stores^ iind all 
Should thus disast'rous to theur portion fall ; 
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And ev^n threaten hi rebellidus «trtfe, 
To rudely 9Ume Um, and t<y ti&« his Iffe^ 
WMt W(»tiiid8 more pl^rdtig can fbe tlvooght 

devise 
l^him to this sufferer thus comblD^ arise ? 
Where can he fly to spread his rending gt%f ? 
From whence draw sympathy, ot find relief ? 
'Tis not to men his prospect now extends, 
For these hate left him, both df fo<5S and friends ; 
But still the rfghteons, though forsook of all. 
And low prostrated, meet no final fall ; 
For that just God, who takes impartial scan 
Will never leave the humble-hearted man, 
Forsake that soul that doth sincerely prove 
Its fear, its z>^al, its reverence, and love. 
To this strong tower, which can all tempests 

brave. 
Protect the helpless, and the suffrer save, 
He turns at once his dearpiy wounded mind, 
The safest codnsel and support to find. 
Abiathar he calls, who now was there. 
And held an Ephod in his saci^d care, 
Then humbly thus enquires : << Shall I pursue? 
Or what, O Father ! wouldst thou have me do i** 
The answer comes; — ^* Arise! be quick, pufsue — 
And thou shalt rescue what belongs to j6aJ* 

Each man, elate, with confidence now irose, 
And march^ with vigour to overtake their foes ; 

iS 
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Bui in their speed two haodfed, sick oar hoBO/t, 

At Besor'A brook unfit to ford became ; 

Who baUiDg stud) and near that sixeam abode, 

Unable farther to porsae the road : 

The rest) four hundred, strongs who strength 

maintain, 
Pass on, coarageous, all the lost to gain* 

As thus they went, within a field they fonnd 
A man exhausted, stretch'd along the ground, 
Whom they recruit with liquor, figs, and cake. 
Through which his senses by degrees awake. 

David in haste interrogating spoke. 
When by degrees he got the youth to talk. 
" From whence art thou ?*' he said, " whose suf- 

* 

fering son, 
In state so wretched, and thus left alone ?" 
^^ I am," says he, in weak and faultering voice, 
" A lost Egyptian, whom you make rejoice; 
For here three tedious nights have I thus past. 
And now I thought I nearly breathed my last ; 
But thus recover'd by your friendly care, 
I fee) the good, and you shall have' my prayer. 
For by your aid I hope again to stand, 
And reach the confines of my native labd. 
I am a youth, and uninured to war, 
Late the dear object of a mother's care ; 
Since which with an Amalekite Pve lived, 
And cruel usage at his hand received. 
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By his coniniBiid, with manj more !b arms, 
We left oar homes to carry war'* alarms ; 
Whose depredations maoy lands have shorn. 
From whence vast captives are exulting borne. 
Poor Ziklag's buildings low in. ashes lay, 
And all the people far are dragg'd away, 
Thus, on return, I fainted with the toil, 
And stopt behind the moving field of spoil. 
Where, hard to tell, my master and the host 
Pass'd joyous on, and left me to be lost !" 

The youth here closed ; when on the cheek 
. appears 
Expressive language in his copious tears. 
Which now in David tender feelings bred. 
And at the tale he tears responsive shed. 
He dash'd them off; then questioned : *^ Canst 

thou say 
What road they took, and where they baiting lay ?" 
The youth retum'd : ^' If thou wilt only swear 
To be my safe-guard, and my life to spare, 
Both from the men and from my Master's hand, 
I soon will bring thee to the hostile band*" 
This promptly done ;*— they anxious post away 
To where th' invaders and the captives lay*; 
Where now, behold I .wide o'er the ground, 

outspread, 
A merry life the rude free-booters lead ; 
Big with the spoils^ they dance in jovial glee, 
And eat and drink^ nor ill nor danger see^ 

i3 
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Nor f^l « dve«4> wlul^ fttmiRg wiae» Q^r ch«Q% 
Thoogh retiibatioa is to th^m so near! 

BeholdiDg now a /qoiiak ^ppiwachiog host^ 
Their mirtli it qiiiik'd, tod in rarfvaiM ioft i 
All coDitemaAioq ! and in sad diupMiy, 
They eager try to jpeed in fli^t 9W9f ; 
Bat onaTfiling ;r-Htheir partners f^ 
And spread the conntry with, a oiass of d^io* . 
None of the whole snrvived tliis scene of dcead^ 
Exeept some youths, who on their camels fled. 
Of whom four hnndred took their flight away, 
The tword escaping of that vengefal day^ 



Grateful this rescne to each cepti?e wife. 
To gain her husband, and preserve her life ; 
David his share enjoy'd, by two restored 
With heartfelt transports by their coQ.i|aenog lord. 
AU thus relieved, they lightly trip along 
With arms enlink'd, and hannday of song ; 
For songs of thanks to heaven are wamily paid 
On such ddiv^raooe ihrongh its eignal aid. 
Thus on they pass'd, and on the camels b(»e 
A masB'of IreAsuret of enriching store, 
And where their own so fully were reclaimed. 
No child was missing, nor a kmb was Imned* 

Thus oft (fie solar rays their brightness shroud 
Behind the denseness of a hovering cloud ; 
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Bttt past away, the clieering beaoM again 
Burst m fall splendenr, and iHnme flie t>kuliH 

On near approaching to tlie windiiig h<id 
Of the brook Besor, where the feeble staid, 
They soon beheld the Bickly tribe afipear 
To meet the warriors with a welcome dieer, 
Whom David greeted, like the soldier, brave^ 
Bold for the fight, but ever quick to lave: 
Not so too many of his selMi crew. 
Who, narrow-minded, thus their tempera shew: 
^ For Oiese,'' they say, <<who k>iter9 His aot fair 
They shoald a portion of the treasures shaie ; 
Their wives and children safe and well restored. 
Is all the conquest should, of right* afford : 
With these reeovei^d from the grasping foe^ < 
Let them be grateful, and contented go«" 
^< Not so, my brethren," David firmly said, 
^ Let upright justice be to all displayed ; 
For it is wrong the weaker to debar 
Of due pruportion of the fruits of war* 
They have their needful use— 4bey guard 4be 

atore; 
They do their utmost— we do nothing more, a 
Nor would it prove to heaven a grateful sense 
In due return for such deliverance : 
Then be it hence — ^who by the stuff remain 
Sbatt witi^ the fighters equal portion gain. 
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Thus it was settled ;-*-wheii ere long they com^ 
Agdn to Zlklag, late their pleasing home; 
Bat DOW its ruins can no more delight, 
For every ohject but appals the sight. 

Now David sends^ oat of the treastires found, ' 
Gifts in remembrance to his friends around ; 
To city-elders, towns, and country far 
Distributes wide the trophy-spoils of war; 
And these he might with lib'ral hand afford. 
As vast was gain'd above their own restored, 
For these marauders, with rapacious hands, 
Had ranged and ravaged over other lands. 
Along with these he bids the bearers say, 
'^ These are the emblems of a favour'd day, 
In which to us our all has been restored 
From the contemners of our gracious lord." 

Thus having view'd the great Philistine host, 
Which of its king, its lords and men, could boast ; 
Seen Ziklag burnt, to David what befall. 
We now return to trace the deeds of Saul ; 
A mournful tale ! a scene of sanguine strife. 
Where all was lost, and with that loss — ^his life ! 

While this fall'n monarch saw the hostile band 
Approach his confines, and invade his land, 
In dubious state (though on high ground) he 

stood, 
Palsied with fears, and destitute of good ; 
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E'en Itke seme noble oak^ of stature high, 
Berieaved of verdure— wither'd — sapless — dry ; 
Left to himself, he now, from near and far, 
Muster'd his forces. for the field of war, 
A numerous host, a powerful mass in arms. 
Enough in view to far diffuse alarms; 
Yet chief they lack'd an aid above their own, 
A heavenly blessing, their success to crown. 

To mount Gilboa now they march'd away, 
Near which, wide stretch'd, the strong Philis- 
tines lay ; 
But when the king beheld their spreading host, 
He inward trembled and his might was lost. 
Sad was his state ! for now, bereft of all. 
He knew not where for better help to call : 
Deserted by his long forbearing God, 
He found no counsel — but he found a rod. 
Dead too was Samuel and at rest on high, 
To whom the king no longer could apply, 
And witch and wizard had, throughout the land. 
Been slain or banish'd by his late command, 
That none, except a secret few, remain 
To deal in charms and spells for guilty gain ; 
Yet one last shift, and that a dark one too, 
Bewilder^ now he tries, events to know. 
He calls his servants ; bids them try to find 
Some sorceress noted for her magic mind, 
That in this strait he may for counsel see, 
And find what steps to take— and what will be. 

I 5 
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His sanranU, nrasiiig, tbaa tet^m agitin : 
<^ By ihj compaaocl) but few ot these rem^n ; 
Yet there U oae, bu^ we forget )ier qape, 
Who lives at ]I^^Qr> high ia private fame." 
This pleased tbe king, who 19 a at? afige di^gaifle^ 
With two to joi» Uin, qmk to {li^la^ftiei. 
And as befits what will aot bear the light? 
They seek her dwelling in the gloom of night* 
Thus Saul to her : ^< By thy familiar aid, 
Be pleased to bring one froni aqo^iig tbs dead« 
That by his service I some light may gW 
On things of moment, which obscure remain-" 

The old- versed heroine in the magic art, 
B.eturns this answer fvora a fearful heart : 
^^ Dost tfaon not know our sad diaastrotts state^ 
What dire decrees have gone from Saul of late. 
How the magicians, at his high oosmmaDd, 
Are extirpated over all the land; 
And wouldst thou then thus tempt, aud thns 

prepare 
For me a certain and a fatal snare ?" 
But anxious Saul, to soothe her doubting mind^ 
Now boldly swear^ ^^ she slm^U no trouble find ; 
No future danger shall the act succeed 
Of such a kindness, in his time of need." 
So satipfied, she thus addressed tjb^ king, 
<< Whom, th^n. to serve thee, shall I try to bring V* 
Saul ansi^Qra quickly : ^^ Haste to bring to me 
Th«^ prophet ^ainneU Him I wish to see." 
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AU-aoxtous now be stood to sec him riie, 
When lottd, as frighten'd, the spell-mongtur cries ; 
<' Whj hast thoa thua deceived me-^faas to call 
In false pretence, when thou thyself art Saul V*^ 
^ Fear not, for nothing is to fear," says he ; 
'< But what didst thou, to so sorprise thee, see ?*' 
<^ See !" saj^ the woman, ^^ wonders I have seen. 
E'en gods ascending heaven and earth between ; 
A man, too, rising with the marks of age,' 
Clad in a mantle*-Hmd in look a sage !" 

Sanl, now convinced that this was Samuel's 
shade, 
Bow'd down in reverence, and obeisance made ; 
And whilst his qaivering limbs his horror spoke. 
This question sternly from the spectre broke : 
'' What aib thee now ? what is the urgent canse 
That thus thou cali'st me from my blest repose ?'' 

With faultering vwce Saul in rctum*exprcst : 
^^ Because, unaided, I am sore distrest; 
For the Philistines, in terrific band. 
Lie on the confines of our trembling land. 
And now the liord will no petition hear. 
Nor favour grant by vision, priest, or seer; 
Then in these straits, which thus occur to me. 
My rack'd attention has been'tum'd to thee, 
In hnmble hope that thou wilt please to shew 
What line of conduct I had best pursue. 
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Thus spoke the king, o'ercome wUk anxious 
fear, 
WheQ this dread answer strikes his startled ear : 
'^ If then the Lord reject all prayer from thee, 
How canst thou look for thy relief from me ? 
But hearken to my voice ; thy sentence hear. 
And learn events which are, alas ! so near ; 
For the predictions thou hast heard before, 
Are now fuliilfing ; thou art blest do more ! 
For thy misconduct, thy high-favoured throne 
Is now devolving unto Jesse's son. 
Because thou hast, with overbeaiing breast. 
Too often slighted the Divine behest. 
Remember Amalek — where His command 
Was strict to conquer, and destroy the land; 
Yet thou wouldst not the high design fulfil, 
But sparedst at pleasure to thy stubborn will* 
For this, and such too oft repeated deeds. 
Thy forfeit of the sacred throne succeeds, 
Which shall be rent from thee, and thou shalt 

know 
Who reigns above, and rules o'er all below, 
Who has decreed that thy long-favour'd host 
Shall be defeated and in battle lost ; 
That heathen powers shall bear superior sway, 
To capture thousands, and unnumbered slay ; 
In which dire conflict thy three sons shall fall 
Lamented victims by their father Saul, 
When thou shalt follow, and thy mortal breath 
Be closed to morrow in untimely death !" 
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The apparition ceased ;--then VanishM sight, 
Dissolving quickly in the shades of night ! 

As death pronounced in human courts of law, 
Thrills through the culprit with overwhelming 

awe; 
So came this sentence from the gloomy shade, 
And such impression on the monarch made ; 
For, conscious of desert, he look'd on all 
As certain on his guilty head to fall. 
Thus struck, his limbs enfeebled so became. 
They could no longer prop his shatter'd frame, 
But faint he fell, that all around dismayM, 
And, trembling, then in dumb prostration laid. 

As Saul in stupor thus made earth his bed, 
Almost departing to the silent dead, 
Th' enchantress o'er him all assiduous bends. 
And to his sufferings ready care extends. 
Whom then in plaintive tone she thus addrest : 
" Thou know'st, my Lord, that I have done my 

best, 
Obey'd with promptness thy supreme command, 
And my life venture^ in thy sacred hand ; 
And much for thee I wish'd for better things. 
But crosses coine to all — and e'en to kings. 
Then be thou pleased to listen to my prayer. 
Whilst for thy good I am concem'd to care, 
And let me now some needful food supply, 
For thou seem'st almost on the point to die ; 
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Then freely take the best my boftid can glTe, 
That it may cheer tbee^ aad my kiag may live. 

A kmd piDposal ; yet so great his grief, 
No service can afford the least relief : 
He all refuses in his faint replies. 
And still prostrated, sank in horror lies. 
At last his servants amdoosly unite, 
And with their hostess, urge— persuade— invite. 
He yielded then ; vrhen with the greatest speed 
The fatted calf is made for him to bleed ; 
The cakes are baked, and of the sav'ry meat 
Saul and hi» servants at one table eat* 

The king refresh'd, his spirits came again, 
And somewhat blunted the keen edge of pain ; 
But transient ease ! for soon the galling smart 
Retum'd o'erwhelming, and overpowered his 
heart. 

The evening came ; — ^fit season for their flight. 
When they arose, and took the aid of night; 
And while the darkness added to the gloom 
The worn-down monarch i^each'd his cheerless 
home. 

The night in sore disquietude was spent, 
And fearful bodings of the day's event 
Sad was his state indeed ! — what could he do ? 
The prospect dark whate'er he might pursue : 



BOOK, V. IM 

If they retreat} the gie«t Philistine band 
Will carry conquest over all the land, 
And he himself, to seal his final doom. 
Must forfeit life, or a bond-slave become : 
And yet to venture such a force to brave. 
Seemed like descending to a general grave, 
Which he may deem as sure, if he can hold 
Faith in the witch, and what her scenes anfold. 

At length w^s spent the tedious doubting night, 
And passing moments brongbt the dreaded light. 
Oft in the conflict were his thoughts convey'd 
To what had issued from the spectre-shade, 
Which sometimes chilTd bis tost and wavering 

mind; 
Yet such reflections he would cast behind, 
Hoping some error or some cheat had been 
Imposed upon him in that mystic scene. 
That if deluded, he may never see 
The ills predicted, or in less degree. 

Awful dilemma now the king was in, 
From disobedience and rebeliioos sin ! 
Nice was the balance poised; sometimes U> 

dare — 
Then to retract, and back recoil at war. 
Though wavering thus, decision came at last. 
When pond'rotts war the beam in favour cast. 
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Command went forth^-rolPd like some rapid 

stream. 
When, all in motion, arms and armour gleam ! 
They meet in rage ; and, sweli'd with martial 

fire. 
Shower their arrows, and explode their ire. 
On mount Gilboa hard the battle runs, 
Where first king Saal laments three slaughtered 

sons, 
Of whom his hapless Jonathan is one, 
Thus slain — thus lost — and ere his father gone. 
But now comes Saul himself the force to feel 
Of the barb'd weapons of Philistine steel ; 
The swift- wing'd arrows quiver in his side, 
And blood fresh issues in a streaming tide ; 
Yet on the mountain still pursued, he iltes, 
Till spent, he faulters, and he nearly dies ; 
When to his armour-bearer, " Take," says he, 
" Thy sword and quench the little life in me, 
Lest the un circumcised should pierce me through. 
And add this triumph to my lot of woe." 
But here the man refused the sanguine deed, ^ 
To make his monarch, though thus dying, bleed ; 
Hence Saql himself upon a weapon cast, 
Pierced his own heart, and, groaning, breathed 
his last! 

When the page saw his royal master dead, 
He quickly foUowM, and as rashly bled ; 
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With his own weapon gave himself a stroke, 
Fell to the ground, and never more awolce. 

■ 

Thus closed the day, wherein at once were 
lost 
A king — ^three princes — and a powerful host ! 
Soon as the mornibg light excelled the star, 
The conquerors ravage o'er the field of war, 
Select among the slain the sire and sons, 
While joyous triumph through the army runs. 
Saul's head they sever from his stately frame — 
Tear off his armour — stigmatize his name — 
And to each temple, for their Idols famed. 
Send the glad news to be aloud proclaim'd. 
Whilst the poor mangled corpse, bestript of all. 
They fix in gibbet to a lofty wall. 
But when the men of Jabesh-gilead heard 
How the remains of all the princes fared. 
The valiants rose, as sunk the solar light. 
And ail recover'd in the dead of night. 
Bore them far hence, as relics they held dear, 
And gave the bones a highly-honour'd bier ; 
While seven full days the duteous subjects keep 
A solemn fast, and o'er their ashes weep. 

Now when the cities, near the van^uish'd 
host, 
Beheld the overthrow, and all so lost, 
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Depopalatkm widely spreading nui. 
Till a whole city scarcely held a man. 
Which to thf ioYaders now defenceless fall, 
And they re-people, as the lords of alL 
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ARGUMENT. 

A man, returned from the battle, informs Da^id 
of the great defeat, and of his putting the king finally 
to death, at his own request. — Being proved so far 
a murderer, and that of a king, by bis own confes- 
sion, he is executed for it. — David's lamentation for the 
death of Saul and JonatIian,-^DaYid is Divinely directed 
to go up to Hebron; he goes; is kindly received, and 
finally crowned king there. — He finds the remains 
of Saul, Jonathan, &c, and gives them honourable atten- 
tion — Ishbosheth is made king over Israel, by Abner's 
influence. — This produces war between the two parties. — 
The two opposing captains, Abner and Joab, set twelve 
men on each side to wrestle, from which they proceed to 
real animosity, and each man kills his fellow. — ^Their gene- 
ral forces then engage through irritation. — Abner and hia 
men .are obliged to give way, and flee, — Being closely 
pursued, Abnef slays Azahel in self-defence. — The cap- 
tains exchange sentiments, and agreeing on their folly, the 
contest ceases. — Abner revolts from Ishbosheth, carries 
over his influence to David, and restores Michal to him. — 
Joab assassinates Abner. — David attends his funeral 
under deep sorrow, and with lamentation. — Two assas^ns 
murder Ishbosheth upon his bed, for which they are 
beheaded. — David is now solicited by Israel to be their 
king also. — He accepts, and thereby comes now into full 
and quiet possession of the united kingdom, as it had 
been held by Saul. 
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Itooti tilt SixtH, 



Oa David now again oar thoaghts renew, 
To bring fresh matters to historic view, 
Where a deep int'restoar attention draws 
To mark the progress of this man of woes. 

T wo single days had only pass*d between 
His reaching Ziklag, and this sanguine scene, 
lo which Gilboa saw its fatal plain 
With Hebrews cover'd, by Philistines slain, 
W^hen on the third, escaping from the host, 
A man caoie qaick, to tell how all was lost I 
With clothes all rent, and ashes on his bead, 
He bowed in rev'rence, and thus, throbbing, said : 
'* To thee, my Lord, onwelcome news I bear 
Of slaughtering conflicts io the field of war, 
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Where, sad to tell, oar grand imperial host 
Has been defeated — and oar all is lost ! 
When thousands bled on Monnt Giboa's plain, 
And ifi that number is our monarch slain ! 
Whose sons also their father's portion share, 
Alike the victims of this fatal war." 

Thus he ; when David qui^k retum'd again, 
^ But how know'st thou the royal house is slab ?" 
The youth return^ : ^* Because I chanced to be 
Upon the mountain, and the deeds to see. 
Shot by the archers, there our sovereign Saul 
Leaned on his spear, just at the point to fall, 
While their pursuers hard their chariots drove, 
Press'd to his death, and for that honour strove ; 
When seeing me, and wounded and distrest, 
He caird in haste, and made this last request : 
^^ Come quick, young man, in kindness end my 

pain, 
For I am wounded, and am nearly slain ; 
I cannot back my sinking life re<^ll, 
Then better quickly than thus lingering fall ; 
Or by the hands of infidels be slain. 
To quit my bondage from this world of pain." 
Convinced in full that he could not survive 
His bleeding wounds, nor long be kept alive, 
I then, to close the sad conflicting strife. 
Quickly extinguish*d the last spark of life. 
Before th^ unhallow'd could, with all their speed. 
Obtain the triumph as a glorious deed : 
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Then to secure his crown, I stripp'd Ua head, 
Which, with the bracelets, at thy feet is laid." 

David on this, consider'd all as true. 
For these rich spoils, so often seen, he knew ; 
When overcome with grief, his robe he tore, 
And all around alike their tokens bore ; 
Then fast and weep for Israel that lay 
In $ach destraction, till the close of day ; 
But chief for Sanl, and Jonathan the son, 
Their tears in currents in remembrance ran. 

Now David calls the Boor who broaght the 

news 
And questions thus, as great dislike he shews s 
**From whence, and what art thou?"— The 

trembling youth 
Displeasure boding, tells this simple truth : 
'' Thy servant, though in war, has no command ; 
A stranger there ; and Amalek my land." 
Enough Was said ; it raised the stern rebuke, 
Which the quash'd youth with chilling horror 

shook. 
As David thus: "What!— lift thy murd'rous 

sword 
Against th' anointed, and our rightful lord ? 
Thou'rt self-condenan'd, nor canst the truth 

deny; 
Blood calls for blood, and thoo shalt promptly 

die !" 
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Thii said ; all pleadings were but spent in 
yam ; 
It was commanded, and the man was sliun ! 

What sammVj justice ! if that term be dae, 

But where is justice, when so rash he slew ? 

When punishment is just, how clearly right. 

On life and death, to bring the whole to light ; 

On evei^ side deliberate proofs to hear, . 

That truths confronted may condemn or clear. 

Ah ! how far short of our enlighten*d land, 

Where on fair trial all securely stand, 

Where e*en the great for such an act would know 

The equal justice of the British law ; 

And where the meanest no rash judgment fears, 

Tried in cool process by his fellow-peers. f 

Had this been so, we should have seen prevail 

More lenient measures on the hasty tale ; 

Death to be spared ; — yet punishment ensue 

As proofs condemned, and to the crime was due. 

No rest can David from his sorrows find, 
For now the royal deaths depress his mind ; 
When, as some vent, he thus, in plaintive strain. 
Bemoans his father and his brother slain : 
" Ob Israel ! how are thy beauties fled. 
Thy mighties fallen, and thy worthies dead ! 
Oh Saul and Jonathan ! how hard with you 
Abrupt to part, Irnfd bid a last adieu ! 
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In life alike yon choer'd Utto sctfie auouid. 
And now in dying both a^ one are fonnd. 
High was thy statare, Sanl, of noble nuen^ 
And on thy brow true majesty was seen ; 
Strong was thy arm, it knew the sFjird to wield^ 
Or promptly handle the protecting shield^ 
Which oft in contest energy display'd^ 
O'erpower'd the powerful, and a host dismaj'd^ 
When on retom from feata display'd afar. 
Thy name was blazon'd as the chief in war* 
Swift like the^eagle — as the lion brave, 
Thon faced the mighty, yet wast prone to save* 

Ah! may thy mounMo^ great Gilboa, stand 
A lasting token to surroonding land; 
For never may descend on thee again 
The fertilizing and salnbrions |rain.; 
May never from thy tops the dews ariae. 
Nor smoke of offerings famigate the skies ; 
For on thy base thon hast all thirsty stood. 
Imbibing currents of the royal blood ; 
Hast borne him suffering on thy tainted soil, 
As if ne'er hallowed by the sacred oiL 

Tell not in Askelon the tragic woe, 
Nor let in Gath the vanntiog people know, 
Lest these Philistines, with triumphant voice, 
Proclaim the deed, and Ver the slain rejoice^ 
Sing songs exulting o'er the Prince and Saol^ 
And jmn in chorus that the mighty fallj. 



\ 
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V 

For thus in battle are together gone 

A royal father, and a worthy son I 

Then Israel, weep ! ye daughters, weep o'er Saal, 

For see in him the chief of warriors fall. 

The pride of Israel's long triamphant host. 

To his- dread army and the kingdom lost. 

Weep then, ye daughters, for your friend was 

Saul; 
Mourn o'er his ashes,- and his worth recall, 
Wha deck'd you with the giayest flowers to vie, 
Of scarlet tinctiire and of crimson dye^ 
Who did your necks and arms with gifts adorn 
Of sparkling diamonds, and of brilliant stone. 
Mourn then the slaughter, which produced the 

end 
Of such a noble and a liberal friend ; 
Nor more let music raise the mirthful sound. 
But on the willows hang your harps around. 

For thee, my Jonathan ! my brother — friends- 
How beats tny heart when thus I moam thy end ! 
Untimely slain upon thy native land. 
By an unhallow'd and a pagan hand. 
Great were thy actions with the spear and shield, 
By deeds of valour in th' embattled field ; 
The noble warrior was in thee complete. 
Who joy'd to spare more than to gain defeat. 
For though the bravest in the field of fight, 
Tet tender mercies were thy chief delight, 
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Triumphing not with fierceness o'er thy foe 
When thoa hadst made him to thy prowess bow. 
Sweet was thy friendship) ever prone to prove 
In warmth more ardent than a woman's love. 
How then can I bat monm th' nntimely end 
Of sach a brother — such a son, and friend ? 
Flow then my tears, and all a silence keep, 
Whilst for such worth I now resign to weep ; 
jBut weep all round, for you have also lost 
A king, three princes, and a powerful host ! 

Thus with keen feelings David moum'd the fall 
Of his loved brother, and his father Saul ; 
But lapse of time wore off the edge of grief; 
For with the loss he witness'd great relief, 
As restless Saul was now to silence gone. 
And left bis palace, with a vacant throne* 

Now on fresh ground our rising hero stands, 
Where such a state the greatest care deman ds. 
Lest by wrong movements he may mar the whole. 
And warp the purpose of succeeding Saul. 
Aware that wisdom and the will of man 
Wer^ insufficient future deeds to plan. 
The Lord he ask'd, with humble mind, to shew 
What were the movements he should next pursue ; 
Who condescended to the meek request. 
And thus the suppliant with an answer blest^ 
^^60 up to Judah. For some time to come 
In Hebron dwell, and let it be thy home*** 

1l2 
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Quick at command, he now prepares to go^ 
His wifes, his household, and his armj too, 
And as he knows the best of Friends approTes, 
He feels a peace as he obedient moves, 
Thongh in the dark, as nothing now was shown^ 
To light his footsteps, or his wishes crown ; 
Bat in the faith he acts, in God his trust, 
As best becomes the erring sons of dust. 
How blest that faith ! — Arrived, he made a stand, 
A^ this completed the Divine command, 
When lo ! all Judah, as with one accord. 
Arise to greet him as their welcome lord ; 
To Hebron their united suffrage bring. 
And joyous crown him their adopted king ! 

Hail, favoured man !— »all oppositions fall, 
And thus thou risest to the seat of Saul : 
No more the shepherd's wreath around shall 

twine 
Thy manly temples, for a crown is thine ! 
A diadem shall now supply its place. 
Thy brows encircle with becoming grace, 
And for the crook, thy elevated hand' 
Shall sway a sceptre with supreme command. 

Thus over Judah raised, they all enrol 
As faithful subjects, and at his controL 
In kingly state, on elevated ground, 
Wide he surveys, the prostrate realm around^ 
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Where all as in one simaltaneous Btrain 

Hail the bright aspect of his fatore reign. 

Propitions era ! — how these prospects yield 

For osefnl labour an expanded field ; 

Nor were they view'd in vain, for David's sight • 

Beheld them qoickly in their proper light. 

He first essays a code of laws to give 

That all may prosper, and as brethren lire. 

Himself as head, for that important end 

Become their leader, guardian, king, and frigid ; 

Thus manifesting in a striking light^ 

That their kind suffrage had been fix^d arighti 

Tyrants may reign with arbitrary sway, 
And trembling subjects may with fear obey. 
Whilst mutual hatred, and a smothered spleen, 
That gender discord, are too often seen ; 
But this is not what stable comfort brings 
To loyal subjects and trust-worthy kings. 
A king should rule — but he should reign in loTe, 
And as a father to his people prove ; 
Correct their errors with convincing sway, « 
And be a pattern as he leads the way ; W" 

For kings have much in charge, and much can do 
By bright example, and by precept too. 
Thus a good kmg diffuses far and near 
A due deference, and a reverend fear; 
Lives in his subjects' love, and they sustain^ 
As faithful pillars, his magnanimous reign* 

%3 



Soon after DaYid his lu§b statioo'gtiiUi 
He is apprised of Saul's eutomb'd r^lmainsji' 
That some of Jabesh-gilead^ firm oftoind^ 
Had been disposed his valued bones t6 find,* 
And when arrested from the pagan hand, 
To give them burial ib his native land. 
To these brave men he sends thus thanks to give : 
<^ May yott the blessing of the Lord receive. 
For your attention, and yodr pious care, 
In bold adventure SauTs remains to spare, 
To free from such disgrace the royal line, 
And rest his bones within a hallowed shrine. 
For such a deed a sure reward is due, 
And I will grant it ita remembering you, 
For Saul now goiie, the tribe of Judah bring 
Their gen'ral suffrage, and adopt me king. 
Then hold your valour, and united stand 
The future bulwark of your natal land." 

Thus glided the stream for Jesse's son to gain 
The kingly throne without a member slain, 
JBnthroned o'er Judah, whilst in Israel came 
A son of Saul's his regal light to claim. 
The weak Ishbosheth, who assumes command, 
Though quite unfit to rule so great a land ; 
But raised by Abner, he obtains a weight. 
And mounts the throne, as grasp'd by legal right, 
For in descent he thus assuredly stood 
First in alliance to the royal blood ; 
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And if time qualifies to take the stage^ 
He would seem ripe at fortj years of age. 

The laod divided thus, there soon ensue 
Opposing claims between the rival two, 
Though short in durance, for two years were i^U 
It hung in balance with the house of SauL 

The new made kings through Abner's mea- 
sures jar, 
And thus begins the life-existing war ; 
In Gibeon spreads a wide-extended pool, 
Where crowds resort in gentle airs to cool. 
Sit on its verge, as flows the circling wave, 
Or languid limbs within its waters lave. 
Here drawn one season, Abner took his post, 
Himself to please, and to regale his host. 
Here too came David's men and made a stand, 
Led on by Joab> in his high command. 
Thus on the banks opposed, the soldiers stood, 
The only barrier the extended flood ;. 
Whe» Abner from his side, aloud expressed. 
Thus o'er the waters Israel's chief address'd : 
^^ Hear, Joab,' now ; let us not loiter here 
With men of action pitched so very near. 
But in some effort^ some small exercise, 
See where it is the greatest vigour lies ; 
Send then some youths the circlmg pool around 
To midway choose some favouring plot of ground^ 
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Where equal nemben may their fellows iij^ 
And show in whom the strongest shiews lie^ 
To whom the palm of merit may be dne ; 
If OUTS) to claim ; or give^ if right, to yon.*' 

Joab, too prood the challenge to refuse, 
Each party now twelve of their yaliants choose, * 
Who eager join upon the sandy shore, 
And meet) alas, to meet again no more ! 

Unwise attempt ! for though profess'd to play,* 
And by main strength alone to win the day, 
Tet parties of two powers, they ticklish stood. 
And what was peace at first might end in blood. 
And so it proved : they first to play began. 
Bat soon to discord and to rage it ran. 
The passions rise, when to their arms they fly, 
And, lion-like, all deadly efibrts try ; 
Each takes his fellow by the beard to wound. 
And brings him fainting to th' impurpled gronnd. 
Till ev'ry one, in this unhappy strife, 
Wounds and is wounded, to the loss of life I 

Dreadful rencounter ! for the whdle to fall 
In the first onset with the house of Saul ; 
But here it ends not — ^for on either side 
Alike aroused they spread the grievance wid^ * 
^To ariinl to arms! (rings through each 

ho3t wfth speed,) 
And deal yoar vengeance for the sanguine deed. 
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Qiiiekl J thej rise ;"— and now I0 heard alur 
The brazen clangour of destmciife war : 
Dire is the contest, till fierce Abner's tram 
Is forced to yield, so vast his numbers slain ; 
When overcomej though great in war, and brave, 
He tries bj speed his doubtful life to save* 
As thuSxhe mus, a youth of noted flight, 
Azahel, fitted or for race or fight 
Pursues the flying chief, in pride to gain 
So great a feat as such a warrior slain ; 
But Abner quick on his pursuer turns, 
Begs his forbearance, yet to touch him scomt } 
But when entreaties no attention gain. 
He strikes — ^he wound»— and adds him to the 
slain. 

Thus laid the youth, fresh .bleeding from the 
spear. 
As crowds come up, and drop the pitying tear; 
But Abner still hard pressed bends on his course 
^ftlck to outspeed a strong pursuing force. 
And still succeeds, though Joab, keen of mind. 
Leads on with vigour all his troops behind, 
Till Abner gains on Ammah's heights a post. 
And rallies there the remnant of his host; 
From wheoce in plaintive mood, but voice aloud. 
He calls to Joab, and the gathering crowd ; 
^ What ! most the sword for ever rage and wound, 
And no cessation to these ills be found 2 

&5 
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KnoWst tiioii not well the IrolU that war mead 
Are keenly bitter, and in soirowe end I 
Then whj not stop pnnait and hoetile rag0. 
To cease with brethren mortal trar tovcrage ?** 
Joab returns: << War ends, I know, in gall. 
And sore the bitterest with the lionse bf SanU 
Well hast then spoke, or through the whole of 

night 
We should have harassed Hill the dawn of light/* 

Here ceased the contest ;•— when the piercing 
sound 
Of the shrill trumpet made all halt around. 
Joab receded, and with higher hand 
Led back in triumph his victorious band, 
Who all night travel by the planet's ray. 
And welcome Hebron reach at ditfwn of day. 
Where with good tidings they the people greet. 
And flush'd with joy, their near connexions me4U 
Abner released, forsook his fayonr'd post, 
And back returning led his drooping host. 
All night they joumey'd, and by morning beam 
Pass'd over Jordan's celebrated stream ; 
Then in the day toil'd o'er the torrid plahi. 
More peaceful quarters at their homes to gain* 

Some men who held Azahel's body dear. 
Took it respectful on an honoured bier. 
And in sepulchral vault on Bethlehem's pkins 
Deposit, mourning, the revered remains^ 
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Where with his father rests each moiilderi«g bome, 
Though unrecorded by the sculptured stone* 

Awhile these warriors from contention cease^ 
Suspend their conflicts, and enjoy a peace; 
But short the space;-— the brand soon fires 

again. 
Their wrath and wars rekindling taint the plain; 
Still conquests mostly unto Da?id fall. 
And weaker grows the royal, house of Saul. 
This roused up Abner with full force to brave 
Against success, his sinking cause to save ; 
When he collects from far a mighty host, 
To all o'erwhelm, or let the whole be lost : 
But at this juncture jarring discords rose 
That tum'd him traitor to his king and cause. 

Some steps of Abner's now obtain report. 
And notice gain within the royal court. 
The king apprized, feels wounded, and in grief. 
When thus he questions the offending chief : 
^^ Why hast thou, Abner, to our mutual shamoy 
Indulged impurely in a lawless flame ; 
Disgraced thy former king, whose concubme 
Unlawfully thou treat'st, as one of thine*" 

Too free the language strikes on Abneif s ear ; 
'Tis more than quick and haughty pride can bear ; 
His fire is raised— this martial ardour bonis, 
And aoon indignant on the diarg« be tomf ; 
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A good pretext, in snch a mind, to bring 

His influence over unto Jadah's king, 

For well he knows the tottering house of Saul 

Is doom'd, ere long, to Jesse's hoase to fall ; - 

And politic in scheme, in measure bold, 

He thus attempts the power he held, to bold t ^ * 

^ What," says he sternly, «« is this dhatge I hmri 

Mine honour stained 1 — It is too nwch to bear I 

Am I a dog ?«-held in so mean a light, 

When in thy service I am so upright, 

Such an adherent unto thee and all 

The friends and kindred of thy father Sasl ; 

Fighting the battles in thy royal cause 

Againsf all Judah, and thy powerful foes, 

When oft I could, in my supreme command. 

Have tum'd thee over into David's hand. 

Is this requital then for such regard ? 

^nd for such deeds is this thy best reward f 

But these good times are past, and thou shalt 

know 
For whom, in future, I will bend my bow« 
No more I will such harsh reproaches bear^ 
But thou shalt find a sad reverse of war ; 
For now the kingdom shall defenceless fall 
From thy possession and the heirs of Saul, 
And be translated into David's hand, 
One far more fit to take the high command; * 
And Israel shall, and Judah, by one nan, 
Heaceforth be ruled,from Beersheba to Dm ; 
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Each sep'rate interest be dissolved in one, 
And Jesse's son shall dignify the throne*'' 

This came like thunder to the prince's ear. 
For well he knew the cause he ha^ to fear : 
His tongue was seal'd, his lips no answer broke, 
And Abner. left him ere a word he spoke. 

To DaTid now revolting Abner sends, 
And fealty (link'd with selfish art) preteifdt ; 
A league proposes, and agrees to bring 
All Israel over to adopt him king. 

David rejoiced of such a change to hear. 
And to the offer lent a ready ear; 
Then soon this answer sends by an express : 
^ The plan I sanction and wish all success, 
And to the league am ready to subscribe, 
When freely met, and cordial to the tribe : 
But when thou cora'st to ratify the deed, ' 
An act of thine must all the rest precede. 
And justly this — my consort to restore, 
Whom from my hands you as a captive tore. 
For she is mine in spite of all the strife ; 
A suffering female, and my legal wife. 
Then be assured that if not then with thee, 
My^&ce with favour thou shalt never see." 

This message gone, another folbw'd cloM 
To give to Abner energetic force : 
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To Ishbosheth is sent bj ready hand. 
This firm, this absolute and stem commaiid : 
^< To me mj Michal, my just right restore. 
Whom now thou hold'st in thy despotic pow'r ; 
She who has been the comfort of my life, 
A well*eam*d purchase in Philistine strife, 
A sweet requital for my deeds in war ; 
Return her prompt — nor a refusal dare," 

Thus with all firmness David ventares now 
To claim his right, and greater courage show. 
When he has Abner so reserved in need 
To aid in counsel, and support the deed ; 
Whilst his opponent holds a feeble stand 
Through the defection of so strong a hand. 

The pusillan'motts king now sinks in fear. 
While the late threat'nings seem to haunt his ear ; 
He trembles at his state, nor dares to try 
With threats to dally, or the right deny. 
But quick he sends by some eoercive hand 
To force compliance with the strict command. 
To Phalti's house they came to seize his wife, 
A darling object, and his balm of life ; 
Then hard the task such precious charms to 

quit; 
But the king orders — and he must submit. 
The wife is seized, and in a mournful strain 
The husband follows as they cross the plain. 
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He weep^—latDttDts*— while throbbiDg beats tbb 

hearty 
Nor frofti the object can he bear to part^ 
And well it might his tenderest fediogs move, 
For one so lovely — one who lived in love. 
Thas lingering oA with clouded looks, awhile, 
Where late was seen the animated Smile, 
At last they reach Bahorim-^fresh to smart. 
For there fierce Abner sternly bids them pari, 
Who at the charge, in his unfeeling mood. 
Sees the fre^h anguish, and the streaming flood ; 
But callous grown from war, and scenes of woe, 
Vain heaves the sigh, and tears unpitied flow. 
As in the field, so here his rigid sway ; — 
The husband hears, and hearing must obey. 
' They part at last— • when Phalti back withdraws, 
And homeward wanders, brooding o'er his woes. 

Abner returned big with his promised change. 
And sets to work, revolving schemes to range : 
Ftmt to commune with those whose weight he 

knows, 
K once obtained, will all the rest compose, 
The Israelitish elders : these to bring 
With ail his art he tries, to Judah's king ; 
Whom thus he now harangues ; <^ This truth I 

know. 
How oft to David yon have bent the bow. 
How many now expose the honoured scar, 
Grahi'd by their prowess in his favour'd wa% 
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For whom joa foaght with hoiest ceal^ to feiteg 
To grace the throDe, and elevate as king ; 
Then let not this attachment weakly fall, 
Nor prop in yam the tottering house of Saol, 
When you must know the Lord ahofe has said, 
(And what Be dooms will not hy man be staid) 
That by this favourite He will Israel bless, 
Protect the kingdom, and her wrongs redress ; 
Will the Philistines in their rage confound^ 
And gain her homage from the realms around. 
In such a cause then let us nobly press, 
When peace and plenty shall our borders blesk, 
Our lofty banners be afar nnfurl'd. 
And we reign rulers o'er a prostrate world.'' 

By arts so specious^ and well plied on al^ 
He shook the pillars of the house of Saul ; 
And thui^ enlisting Israel in his cause, 
He quick to^ David with good tidings goes ; 
With whom full twenty men in martial show. 
At his command in ostentation go, 
Triumphantly escorting in their train 
The rescued female to restore again. 
Thus Abner had the grateful task to bring 
The captured Michal home, to please his king, 
Who then received her freed from all alarms, 
A welcome stranger to his open arms. 
While she, alike In transport, met her lord, 
From tedious exile to the court restored. 
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Tkia introduced in a propitioos waj,^ "^ 

Tlie diieftain finds that no obfttnictions lay ; 
For to this welcome, now he adds the tale 
How ofer all he can with ease prevail, 
And by a mntnal wish the end obtain . 
To bring him oTer both the lands to reign. 

David rejoiced thus all at once to find 
Things so conspire to gratify his mind ; 
A lovely wife regained, and near the call, 
To all the splendours and the power of Sanl ; 
And that the joy may be to all increased, 
He trtots the party with a royal feast. 

The lib'ral table having done its part. 
And free ItbatioBS cheer'd the rising heart. 
Thus Abner speaks : ^^ Now let Ine rise to go, 
And my best efforts on the canse bestow. 
For they are ripe, and soon thine eyes shall see 
All IsraePs suffrage will be turned to thee. 
O'er whom thou shalt a wide dominion gain, 
A chief of chiefs, and king alone to reign." 

David approves, and gives with the release 
This benediction : ^^ Go — and go in peace.** 

Short was the peace! — ^The present honr't 
employ 
May be all-pleasing, from a flood of joy ; 
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The next, noseen, ma^ all our prospects qoasb^ 
And from the lip the cup of pleasure dash ; 
Instead of which, brim-fall, to overflow, 
The next toaj meet it with the gall of woe. 
So proved it here ; — jof soon is tara'd to pain ; 
Thej part in peace-<-but never meet again ! 
For the assassin's steel, with mnrd'roas swaj, 
Cats short their triumph ere the close of day I 

Soon after Abner left the royal dome 
Th^ chieftain Joab reach'd his master's home. 
With spoils well loaded, and with pleasing viev»s 
On sach triumphant deeds, and gratefol news ; 
When some, too eager tidings to convey. 
Relate to him th' occurrence of the day. 
In which is given, as foremost to report, 
Abner's reception as a friend at court, 
Where he the king's fall confidence had shared^ 
And at hts table, as companion, fared. 

This irritating news roused Joab's flame, 
For he dlsdain'd to hear his very name. 
UngovemM passions !— -he could never bear 
To see the king lus favours thus confer, 
Bestow'd on one, who but the other day 
Had stood the foremost to oppose his sway. 
As such a rival might, he thought, obtain 
Secure ascendance over him to reign ; 
A state be could not brook ; the vexing thought 
Of degradation on his choler wrought; 
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Nor l|ed he yet forgot how_ Abner r stood 
Staia*d with his brother young Azahei's bloody 
Aod now this congoest adding to his Oaoie^ ' 
Increased assuranoe and decreased his shame* 
Inflamed — ^he goes his master's ear to' gain, 
Whom thus he greets in unbecoming strain : 
^^ What hast thott done !— 4now'st thou the evil 

deed, 
And what effects will to thy steps succeed, 
In thus receiving with a royal smile 
One prone to art, and deeply versed in guile ? 
Know'st thou not Abner, that he came to .spy. 
Thy strength to gkther, and thy weakness try I 
Long versed in war, and our determined foe. 
By any means he seeks thy overthrow. 
Why wilt thou then, from all suspicion clear. 
In weakness* harbour whom thou ought'st to fear, 
Speak peace, and bless the man, who seeks our 

wrong. 
To whom> much rather wrath and aeath belong V* 

This said ;i^in rancorous mood he left the placd 
With death as direatening in his angry face. 
He calls a page, to whom in calmer strain 
He bids be quick, and scour along the plain. 
To call baiek Abner, and without delay. 
As if the king had something more to say. 
The faithful page thus charged, each muscle 

strain'd, 
And, nimble-footed, soon the chieftain gain'd. 
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Who heard the message, and as on the wing 

Of faithful speedy retarn'd to serve his king. 

Arrived at court, and ready to attend 

He Joab meets, and greets him as a friend ; 

With a frank look and hjpocritic smile 

It is retnm'd bj this adept in guile, 

Who to a private place aside withdraws. 

As if to speak on some important caose ; 

Instead of which he acts th' assassin's part. 

Draws— stabs — and wounds his ansnspeedng 

heart. 
Down Abncr falls, with dying looks aghast; 
Groans-»-r&ck'd in pain, and bleeding, breathes 

his lost ! 
O mnrd'rous act ! — was this a soldiei^s deed. 
Who only deems it right in war to bleed. 
When arms to arms, and force to force oppose, 
By open combat in their country's cause ? 
No t'-^here thy hand a stroke in private gave^ 
When none suspected, and where none could 

save; 
An act that will record thy lastidg shame 
From age to age, and stigmatize thy name ; 
For sure assassins in all lands and times 
Stand with the foremost in the list of crimes ; 
And near to these the duellist must claim 
Bis rank in sio, and in the shades of shame* 

Sad was the news to David's wakeful ear^ 
And many a sigh it cost, and many a tear t 
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With deepest grief he heard the shocklag tftle, 
And felt keen sngnish over all prevail ; 
He tore his rohe, in gloom and sackcloth went, 
To speak his feelings on the sad event, 
And e'en made Joab and his courtiers too 
By the same tokens signs of sorrow show ; 
Bat to some comfort David thus could fly : 
^ On Joab only all the crime must lie« 
For I am clear of such a horrid deed ; 
No act of mine has caused the chief to bleed ; 
Then may due vengeance fall on Joab's head 
In retribution for this worthy dead,'' 

To parent earth, in Hebron, they resign 
The mangled corpse, within its narrow shrine, 
Where David at the grave aloud displays 
A pungent grief, and thus depicts his pnuse : ] 
*< Great Abner died not as some tyrant's tool, 
Nor in debasement as some abject fool ; 
Nor bled he fighting in the field of war, 
An honoured warrior in his martial car; 
But with unfettered feet, and hands unbound, 
Unwarded came the dark assassin's wound. 
That closed in one sad hour his mortal breath. 
And ended all terrestial bonds in death* 
Thus may the wicked the just man betray, 
The righteons envy, and their betters slay ; 
So treach'ry proud may nearest ties divide; 
So Abner sunk } and so the hero died. 
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Then let oar feelings oft this day renew^ 
And to hb memory give the tribute due, 
lo after^times the monmfal tale to tell. 
Of Joab's action— and how Abner felL" 



Sach Tent to so sorrow thns the monarch gave, 
IVhen'tears stream'd fjFesh, and wet the honoured 

grayO) 
While all the people in their gnef of mind. 
Were glad in him such ample proof to find, 
As from participation clearly freed, 
Or any knowledge of th' atrocious deed. 

Sepulchral honours paid, with tears thns shed, 
The mournful monarch from the scene is led. 
The palace enters, where of gen'rous fare 
His friends entreat him to partake a share ; 
But he protests he will his cravings stay, 
Nor touch a morsel till the close of day : 
** For why," says he, " should I relinquish grief 
When thus entombing a high honoured chief ? 
For know ye not, a man of mighty fame 
Is slain in Israel to record our shame ; 
One who in valour with the first could vi^, 
And who deserved a better death to die. 
Though now anointed, and in kingly height. 
Yet I am weak, and feel a load of weight : 
Hard seems the burden I am doomed to share. 
And too oppressive for the mind to bear ; 
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Bat God, the judge of all, a friend in oeed^ 
Will render justice to each human deed* 
Will cause his blessings on the jast to flow, 
And on the wicked pour his floods of woe ; 
Then hushed be every wish by such contiool, 
And rest in peace my perturbated souL" 
Such, David, was thy grief in keen degree ; 
Ba% was this all that should have come from thee I 
As king and judge, thou shoiildst thy station grace, 
With equal justice weigh'd in every case. 
But was it here ? — should not for this succeed 
Far stronger measures on so vile a de^d ? 
If not to death — yet surely at the time 
Severe chastisement should have met thid crime. 

Thus Abner died ; thus were his. ashes laid ; 
Thus to his mem'ry were due honours pdd. 

While Israel round lament their fallen chief 
In gen'ral aspect of regret and grief : 
And when Saul's son heard of the sudden stroke. 
He also mourned, and every fear awoke ; 
For thus he saw events successive tend 
His power to weaken, and his reign to end. 
Not long the king remained in this suspense, 
Deprived of counsel, and without defence. 
For soon, like Abner, he, alas! is hurl'd 
From his high state unto another world. 
Thus came his tragic end : within his lands 
They had two captains o^er two tnuning bands. 
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The ruffian Bannih) lawlessi void of shaiae^ 
And Mvage Rechab, of no better oame^ 
Who plot together for a horrid deed^ 
And to the court with hidden arms proceed. 
The snn was blazing, and the noon*tide heat 
Had made the monarch to his bed retreat^ 
There in the cool, at wont, in osnal peace 
To take the comforta of the conch of ease ; / 
When these assassins in their scheme preten d 
To fetch some grain, and np the stabrs asceoA; 
Instead of which the j sof^l j take the rooaa 
Where the king lies, naconscioos of his doom. 
Defenceless victim ! Resolute, they draw 
The fatal dagger^ and inflict a blow : 
Quick to his side the keen-edged weapon fliet ; 
He bleeds-^he sicken8»^'*4ind untimelj dies I 

Without remorse they severed off his head. 
Descended calmly, and abruptly fled ; 
Then, soon as favoured by the shades of nigfa^ 
To Hebron took their undiscovered flight. 
The hour of audience come ; now big they go 
To David's house, the trophy-^ead to show, 
With expectation at its utmost height 
Of David's welcome of the grateful sight, 
And how they shsdl within the state succeed 
To high promotioQS for so good a deed. 
Thus warmly flush'd, they soon the visit paid 
The head presented, and elated, said t 
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" See heiie, my lord, we thy attentioii call^ 
this head tor wekome of the hoase of Seal, 
Of him who long had disposition sfaowB 
To wrest from thee the ktogdom and the crown; 
Bat now, hehold, the Lord has ^wb the way 
fiis clrief descendant in the dust to lay, 
And opposition quell. So may they all 
Who still oppose thee in succession falL'* 

Thns speak th' assassins with a coarteoss bow; 
Bat Dsvfd eyes them with a wrinkled brow. 
For mix'd and varied, and oonfasedly brought, 
Ideas rasli Opon his rajMd thooght : 
At last, in tone bespeaking discontent, 
Aoti his abhorrence, thns he gave^ them rent s 
^< As lives the Lord, who his redeemed my life . 
iFrom deep adversity, and war and strife, 
I'm boand in jastice in his righteoas caase 
The good, to cheHsb, and the wrong oppose. 
And here you deeply err ; — I spam the deed, 
And retribation shall the act succeed. 
Reolember this ; that when, some time ago, 
A youth brought news of Saul's last overthrow. 
With expectatioB that he should succeed 
In sure reward for his ignoble deed, 
I deem'd k right, instead of recompense, 
With death to punuh for the great offence ; 
Maoii more do yoa a striking cause afford 
For summary justice by the legal sword; 



fl8 DAVID. 

Yon who so basely ia a private way 

Have dared the rigbteoas oa his bed to slay ; 

la his owo hoase, to take the life of one 

Direct in lineage to the sacred throne. 

Hear then your doom. Thus unprovoked in strife 

Blood you have shed ; and life must go for life l" 

This said ; command was given withoat delay. 
These regicides before the king to slay. 
The culprits stood confounded and dismay'd, 
Whilst no regard was to their pleadings paid, 
For they were soon dispatch'd and distant borfit 
To hang aloft for gazing crowds to scorn. 
Not so the murder'd head of royal line; 
This they respect, to give the hallow'd shrine ; 
And. in sepulchre with due rites enclose 
Where Abner's ashes in the dust repose. 4 

With David thus such varied scenes-had been. 
Who only thirty annual suns had seen, 
When now again comes on a greater change. 
That gives him over all the land to range ; 
For, as predicted, to his power now fall, 
Without contention, all the rights of Saul. 
The sire, the son, and ardent Abner gone, 
None seem to stand to claim the vacant thione ; 
Hence all the tribes, in one united voice. 
On David place their well-directed choice* 
Thus harmonized, and now to Hebron drawn 
By deputation sent to fix the throne, 



BOOK VI. tip 

The elders there, in their official state, 

Thus their commission to the king relate s 

" Bone of thy bone, flesh of thy flesh, are we. 

And thus as brethren are we bound to thee, 

Who, mider Saul, hast often led ns far. 

And brought us in triumphantly from war; 

Of whom the Lord has said, thou shouldst 

succeed, ^ 

His people rule, and as a shepherd feed ; 
Then as these rights to thee thus appertain. 
Accept the crown, and over Israel reign ;, 
For know 'tis given us in a full command 
To place our welfare in thy sovereign hand." 
Thi^ friendly message David gladly greets. 
Welcomes the elders, and their wishes meets ; 
The crown accepts — in solemn league unites 
Before the Lord to execute their rights : 
They in return engage to firmly stand 
In strict allegiance, and at his command. 

This done ; the trumpet blows around his fame; 
The oil anoints ; and crowds the King proclaim* 
Tis now complete ! in this auspicious hour 
David is fixed in undivided power. 
And thus at last, to him in freedom fall 
The rank and splendours of departed Saul. 
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ARGUMENT. 

DaTid, now king over Israel, as well as Judah, goes to 
take possesBlon of Jerusalem, its capital, but is opposed by 
the Jebusites. — He obtains it at last by the braTery of 
Joab. — ^War again with the Philistines, who want to 
c2ieck his increase of power. — ^They engage ; the Pagans 
lose the field, and leave their idols. — ^The Philistiiies, 
gilcTed at the defeat, renew the war. — ^They eogiage 
again, and again another defeat follows. — David now in 
peace proposes to fetch the ark to the city. — Three tlioah 
sand people assemble on the occasion.— They fetch it, 
bnt on the way Uzzah is smitten for toachiog it.— After a 
time they renew the attempt with greater caution.— They 
aucceed, and enter the city with general joy, but Michal 
ridicules her husband for hilB conduct in it. — David pto- 
poses to Nathan to build the temple, but it is set aside by 
a night vision to the prophet. — Another Successful battle 
with the Philistines, in which he takes their capital city, 
Gath, and they become subject to him.— David goes to 
the borders of the Euphrates to recover some rights, and 
In the excursion has engagements with several oppoong 
powers, but is successful in all. — King Toi sends his son to 
congratulate him on his achievements. — Being returned 
home, he enquires after Jonathan's descendants, and finds 
Mephiboslieth, his son, whom he takes to pnifide 
for.— The King of Ammon dies. 
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Thus David rose by easy steps to gain 
The double crown, and o'er the tribes to reign. 
On "which Jerusalem, (the chief est place. 
Where kings held courts, where dwelt the royal 

race,) 
Gidnft bis attention for a fixed abode, 
The palace claiming as its rightful lord* 
Then to the city with a loyal band 
He pass'd in kingly state and high command ; 
Bat at her gates the Jebusttes declared 
They would oppose, and stood for war prepared ; 
When loud and fierce, from the surrounding wall 
Thus in derision to the king they call : 
^ Behold our strength of walls, and warriors here ; 
Bietire ;— K>r learn who His thou ought'st to fear. 

Xi4 
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Except thoa tak'st away the lame and bliod, , 
Thoa shalt no entrance in oar city find ; 
For If ith contenders we cieui here contend, 
And "Will the town against all force defend." 

This disappointment raised the monarches fare^ 
And such a yaunt increased his martial fire ; 
When]^thas he threats : <^ These daring men most 

know 
Who 'tis they challenge to become their foe. 
Know then^ ye soldiers^ whom no walls can bar. 
My fellow-comrades in the field of war. 
Who shall ascend above the gutter's height, 
And others lead to pnt this horde to flight, 
These lame, these blind, this Jebusitish band, 
I will promote to hold the first command.^ 

This offer tempted Joab, wha, in pride 
To gain this honour, all his vigour tried : 
He tried — succeeded — gain'd the towering 

height. 
Led on the men, and kSlPd, or put to fiight; 
Before his arms the vaunters trembling fly, 
Or fighting fall, and in confusion die. 
Decisive work ! Thus David soon obtains 
The royal city to his vast domains, 
l<'or Zion's bulwarks, though so vast and tall. 
Could not withstand when they were doom'd io 

fall. 
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So beaten Tessels sometimes firmlj ride, 
And^ain the port in spite of wind and tide. 

These now possessed, the fort his home became, 
And from his own he institutes its name, 
CaiPd << David's City''— which he circles roand 
With piles of buildings over spacious ground, 
Which on a rock of firm foundation stand, 
That tower in prospect o'er surrounding land ; 
And to complete the whole, the king of T jre 
Sends of his best, without a fee or hire, 
Vast stores of timber, cedar trees, that stood 
The growth of ages in his- spacious wood; 
With his chief workmen, versed in every part 
Of architecture, and mechanic art. 
These numerous hands, whmn one in chief surveys, 
A noble mansion for the monarch raise. 
Where towering domes in convex order rise. 
The polished marble with the gilding vIeS, 
And Tuscan work with Doric art unite. 
To please the taste, and give the eye delight. 
The Lord of Hosts now favoui^d every deed. 
And David saw his wish in all succeed, 
E'en children added to complete his store. 
That nothing lack'd to make him crave for more. 
Thus crown'd with favours, he beholds the whole 
With holy transports and a grateful soul, 
DiiKeming here a high and heavenly Hand, 
That can the 'rise and fall of kings command, 

1.6 
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At work therein, bis Israel to bless. 

And make tbe world tbe Lord of all confess. 

Consammate state ! wbere all at once combine 
To gratify each wish and great design : 
Hence sure, he thinks, his times of grief are 

past, 
And all the tempests now have blown their last. 
Delusive hope ! — for vhile on earth below, 
Man with his sweets must some admixture know, 
A little gall mix'd as a kind alloy 
To damp the ardour of excessive joy ; 
To make hiai feel that this is not his home ; 
His settled rest — his paradise to come. 
And so thou found it, David, oft to know 
Thy pleasing moments near allied to woe ; 
And well for thee, and many more, to feel 
Such checks to pleasures and the wayward wiH« 
These oft were made the means, in after day 
To keep thy footsteps in the better way, 
To flag thy flight, when cheering suns had shone. 
And all things flattered on a prosp'rous tlirone^ 
Where oft thy mind was haply led to see 
How small the worth of mundane things could be ; 
How low, how transient all their charmf could 

prove 
When set in contrast with the things above; 
With those that lead to scenes not yet aafarPd^ 
Of endless glories in a better world. 
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Ere loDg thus settled, fear and envy rose 
To swell the brensts of Israel's bitter foest 
The proud Philistines now, with deep dismaj^ 
Saw David rise to power, and kinglj sway. 
And could not in their haughty tempers bear 
His elevation to so high a sphere, 
Foreboding eytls, in a shrewd surmise, 
If thus permitted over all to rise, 
For when far weaker they had felt his arm. 
And strength'ning thus, it roused their just alarm* 
Hence now they muster'd all their martial might, 
To timely pull him from his dreaded height, 
£re he his strength matured, and vengeance hurl'd. 
To level at his feet a trembling world. 
Rouse not the lion from his peaceful bed. 
Nor near his den with daring menace tread, 
Lest, risen to rage, he shake his fiery mane, 
Nor glut his fury but by numbers slain* 
No !-— rash to war, offensive war they ti^age, 
And rouse the monarch to inflict his rage ; 
When in th' event, that power they would subdue^ 
Becomes their ruin when too late to rue. 

# 

The clarions sound alarm, both far and near; 

The vet'ran thousands in the field appear, 

"Who ready stand, fierce, and with daring 

boast, 
A far extended and a powerful host. 
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Da^d this challenged, now must face the strife. 
And leare the comforts of domestic life, 
To meet in combat'^*and peihaps to fall. 
When he mnist bid adieu to lii.8 and all ; 
All earthlj blessings that his mind employ, 
All sweets in prospect, and his present joy ; 
All that so lately seem'd so firm in hand. 
With pleasing views to permanently stand ; 
In one short hoar exchange them, to become 
Transfixed at once to an eternal doom, 
And verify the fragile hold of things, 
Unstable even in the hands of kings. 
Tet so it proved not ; for a hand o*er all 
Shielded the vet'ran from the threatened fall, 
And still preserved from death, or what could bar 
His ftitare service both in peace and war. 

The gallant thief was strong in tvoops and arms. 
In mfen, he knows, • whom zealous ardour warms ; 
Yet as the race to swiftness Is not sure, 
Nor yet the battle to the arm ofj power. 
He dare not re$t upon the sword or shield, 
But asks advice* before he takes the field, 
And humbly thus : *<May I, O Lord ! engage 
With this vast army, and Philistine rage ? 
And if I go, and put my trust in Th^e, 
Wilt thou the victory to our cause decree ?** 
A gracious answer was retum'd again, 
Which left no room for doubts, or anxious pain : 
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''Go top,^ was said, <<ui faith and cottlnge 

stand, 
And I will give them to thy conquering hand/ 

« 
Encouraged thus, the king no more abstains 

To meet those legions on the tented plains, 

Bat when next morning blush'd with early red, 

And o'er their camps its rich efiulgence spread, 

The ardent hero rose to war's alarms ; 

All buckled on, and glitter'd in their arms, 

Ranged in their ranks, each at his proper stand. 

Warm for the conflict at their chiefs command. 

They meet severe : but soon the pagan host 
Gives way ; aiid flies, with hope and honour 

lost. 
To see, if they could see, at every fall 
That Israel's helper is a God o'er all. 
And that attempts ascendency to gain 
Are all but efforts ever made in vain, 
Without one prospect of their wish'd success, 
And only tend to make their armies less. 
To see their bravest fall, or turn the shield, 
Stung with disgrace from a defeated field. 

In their confusion and their grief of mind. 
They left their idols in the wreck behind, 
Whilch now the victors burnt ; but other spoil 
They t6ok in heaps to recompense their toil. 
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Thas for tbeir rashness the PUilistliiei Bomtf 
When David leaves them with a grateful bent) 
And thanks his God, who, as he fitlj said, 
<^ Had thus the mighty at his mercj laid ; 

» 

Made their great force recede, and ranks divide, 
As broken waters, or the ebbing tide.'* 

This conquest gain'd, he witnessed some repose ; 
Bat short he held it from his neighbooring foes, 
For these fierce heathens, still hood-winkM and 

blind, 
In idols trusting, and of ranc'rons mind, 
Coald not in patience brook this overthrow, 
But vowM their vengeance in another blow, 
By their recruited strength again to try 
In desperate conflict to succeed or die. 
Then all their troops they quick collected round, 
And pitch'd again upon the former ground, 
That on the very spot of loss before 
They might their honour and their spoil restore ; 
For now so vast a power they could display 
As made them count on a victorious day ; 
Hence flowing banners now they high unfurl'd. 
And bade defiance to the hostile world. 

David prepares, but ere he meets their ire. 
He must again for best advice inquire ; 
Not from frail man, of dim contracted sight, 
To whom the future is involved in night, 
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Bttt from that Being who can all hef riend. 
Arrange his purpose, and assure the end. 
This done in humhle supplicating mood. 
To go or stay he all-submissiye stood, 
His will subdued not e'en one step to tread. 
Except the counsels of this wisdom led. 
Thrice happy man ! who, by recourse to heaven. 
Could have instruction for thy guidance given. 
For' under this in jconfidence made sure 
Of best protection in the needful hour, 
Thou brav'dst all perils, both at home and far, 
Amidst the thunders and the wreck of war. 

The needful answer came, and gave command. 
Not then to face the overwhelming band. 
But take a round behind some ranging trees, 
And there to wait a gentle moving breeze^ 
Which heard to sound among the boughs above, 
He was to deem a certain sign to move ; 
For at this time the Lord of Hosts would fright 
With a dread panic, and decide the fight. 
In due compliance David ranged his host, 
His orders gave, and took his proper post. 
Thej move ; — they wait ;-— ere long the sound 

they hear. 
The favonr'd signal of successes near. 
Fierce as the tiger, all their efforts try ; 
The swords rage dreadful, and the arrows fly ; 
But soon the influence of an aid Divine 
Breaks all the order of the pagan line, 
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Unoerres their strengtb, givei vigoor to their foes^ 
Aud soon decides the great depending cause ! 
Pursued with slaughter in abrupt retreat, 
The battle ended in a full defeat, 
Which now completely spread the horror far, 
That cooPd their courage for the rage of war, 
And hence it made them deem attempts in vain 
To try in battle what they'd lost to gain. 
For they could not conceive their land woald 

yield 
A greater force than now had fill'd the field ; 
And seeing too, at last, some secret cause 
Brought blasts upon them, while it blest their 

foes. 
As in the seas projects a flinty rock 
Proof to the tempest's unavailing shock, 
Proof to the tumults of the restless tides, 
And boistrous winds that bluster round its sides. 
It firmly stands, and still all fury braves 
In pr6ud ascendance o'er surroundingwaves : 
Thns David stood ;•— all opposition vain 
His power to lessen, or resist his reign. 

Then knew'st thou, David, how this should 
impart 
Cilnse for returns of gratitude of heart ? 
How these high favours, granted but to few, . 
Should bow thy spirit, and thy thanks renew ? 
Yes ; well thou didst this grateful mind display^ 
In psalms and hymns^ and mmy a sacred lay, ' 
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Whicb^ at if graven on the hxAj page, 
Rdoord ihj fervours to the present age, 
And broatke a language able to hiipire 
The languid breast with animating fire. 

His eaen^ tiius quell'd, things better far 
Saceeed the horrors of destructive war, 
For civil acts, and those of sacred kind, 
Engage th* attention of his active mind ; 
A mind that something always must employ, 
Prolific spring — a fount of grief and joy ! 

O happy change ! had this commenced a peace 
When war for ever had been made to cease. 
And raised abhorrence in th' enlighten'd mind 
Against all slaughters of the human kind. 
Well might such change have graced the sacred 

page, 
Hail'd down to us with joy through every age, 
A radical reform of powerful sway. 
To root the cause, and hence effects away ; 
That baneful rancour, which too often springs 
From feuds of parties, and the pride of kings. 
But sad reverse ! — that peace but shortly stood, 
For evils soon rolled on a grievous flood, » 
Which sanguine deeds renewed, and once again 
War raised its head, o'er erring man to reign. 
Prevailing since to stafn th' historic page 
Id every kingdom, and in every age* 
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No class exempt ; all suffer, act, or atee, 
The Jew, the Christian — savage— bond or free, 
For all haye known, with horror and dismay, 
Its mord'rous rage, and desolating swaj. 

Bat why, if in the time of outward law 
The Jewish and the Gentile blood shoald flow, 
Shonld it descend the gospel tiknes to stun. 
And in these times of light a sanction gain. 
When oar great Leader, and oar guiding Star, 
Has taught us in this world a better war, 
A bloodless war, oar passions to repress. 
To love who hate us, and our foes to blesa ; 
That in the Christiaa mind no will should move 
But what accords with philanthropic love. 
Let this prevail — the grand, the gospel rule, 
And well-taught lesson in Christ's sacred school, 
And in that breast no rancour then can breed. 
The warring passions in their rage to feed ; 
HencS thej would never swell to raise a strife, 
To prompt a wish against another's life ; 
Much less to raise a hand a death to bear. 
And send a soul at once we know not where. 

The Christian's heart pants for this day of peace, 
When sanguine discord shall for ever cease ; 
When the prediction time shall realize 
That nation shall no more on nation rise. 
And man no more shall spread destmctioii fir, 
\ Nor learn the tacticks of internal wai^ 
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But flwiHrds transform'd to plough-sliares ilmll 

appear^ 
And to tbe pruning book the deadly spear, 
When righteousness roaj flow, to never cease, 
As waters cover the expanded seas, 
And that all nations, kindreds, tongues, maypro^ft 
Messiah's r^ign in universal love ! 

From this digression, which may well engage 
la lieart«felt interest ev'ry rank and age, 
We turn again, wkh pleasure to pursue 
The peaceful prospects David had in view. 
Thus well-disposed he sends a summons roaud 
To all his chiefs, for virtues most renowiiM ; 
The leaders of the land, who, firm in 2eal, 
Stood ever steadfast to their country's weal. 

They met — composed of many a deep^versed 
sage 
In manly vigour ; and of hoary age ; 
Who now before the king arranged appear. 
With fix'd attention his commands to hear. 
He rose august from his exalted place. 
While awful thought was pictured in his face^ 
When thus he tries to zealously impart. 
The glowing ardour of his anxious heart : 
^' My many worthies, who thus prompt appear^ 
I gladly greet in full convention here. 
And with a grateful heart the scene behohl 
^ That to such audience I my views unfold* 
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To joar flvmembraace theo I foremost call 
Our grievoiu errors in the dajs of Sanl^ 
When Jio attention to the ark was given. 
To ihe dishonoor of the God of heaven, 
And our great less, unwisely to prevent 
The beat of blessings unto mortals sent. 
^ Then hear, ye guardian chiefs^ what I propose 

For your accordance in the sacred cause. 
Let us now send through all the realm around, 
To faithful brethren for their zeal renown'd, 
With priests and levites, in their ranks to come. 
To fetch the ark, and rest it here at home ; 
Tbia precious gift by thousands to restore 
To all th' importance it possess'd before. 
That with due honours it may nobly stand 
To grace our city, and to bless the land.''* 

' The congregation then rejoiced to find 
Such pious projects in the monarch's mind. 
And as one voice approve the holy deed ; 
Quickly decidt-— and in the work proceed. 
Around they send with this request to greet. 
When thirty thousand for the purpose meet. 

The king, well-pleased, and as their active 
head 
To Gibeah's plains the peaceful numbers led, 
Not clad in armour, nor with direful arms 
To carry fniy, and diffuse alarms. 
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Bat wsrm in zeal the long-lost lurk to bring, 
Tbeir God to faonour, aiui to senre their kiog. 

Gome to the place, and with a cart new niadi^ 
On which to taint it never burden laid^ 
The ark at once they readilj prepare^ 
And &c it OD with an aasidiravts care* 

The grand procession now moves on its way ; 
The oxen firm, their drivers prompt obey. 
Two men appointed take the chief comnumd. 
And drive wilh cautioias step, and steady hand. 
At funeral pace they move through gazing Growd% 
Beneath a torrid sun and dusty clouds^ 
While sacred music, with melodioaa sound. 
And trsm'lous echo, casts an awe aronnd* 

In order thus th^y pass'd, when unforeseen 
A sad disaster closed the solemn scene* 
The oxen stumbled, and the tilt was near 
To cast the ark. This raised a sudden fear ; 
When Utzah, zealous in his high command, 
Stretch*d forth, to succour, his supporting band ; 
But ah, too rash !— -just as he touch'd thetside, 
He felt a stroke, then back recoiPd, and died I 

Amazement all 1 — quick consternation ran, 
like an electric shock, from man to man : 
The king stood all aghast, for now he thought 
Divme displeasure this afliction brought, 
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By which he might the soy'reign will unfold, 
<< Tliat thej should not the sacred treasure hdld;** 
For then was onreveal'd the secret cause 
From whence this judgment on their deeds arose. 
Conclading thus, he durst no further go, 
Lest his presumption bring another woe ; 
Then back again the sacred trust they bear, 
To Ohed-edom^s house, and special care* 

But David here mistook the hidden hand 
That brought their movements to this signal stand : 
It was hot to forbid, but strike with awe. 
For such an act against a sacced law, 
Against the charge that none without command 
Should touch such holies with unhailow'd hand ; 
And thus at once in more than words fb say, 
^^ That God should rule in all, and man obey.'^ 

The ark replaced, the multitude divide, 
And disappointed, scatter far and wide, 
Each to hv3 home, with countenance of gloogii, 
And thoughts that ponderM on their future doom. 
With down<^cast look to court the monarch goes, 
And bears the pressure of unfatbom'd woe$. 
For with the first he stands in pungent grief, 
As the first mover, and in ail the chief. 

Some time thus past with undiscovered cause, * 
From whence the check on their proceedni|^ 
rose; 
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At last some welcome cheering light they gain, 
To soothe their fears, and dissipate their pain; 
For where the ark was placed thej knew no harm, 
Nor anj reason to excite alarm; 
Bat in reverse, thej to their comfort found 
Their house was blest, and blessings flow'd around, 
Where, as spontaneous, riches took th' increase. 
And all the favours were enjoj'd in peace* 

Bj this encouraged, David now renews 
The prosecution of his former views ; 
And having found that from neglect arose 
Their late disaster in so good a cause. 
He now proceeds with strict attentive care 
To errors shun, and all aright prepare. 
To hold the ark a handsome tent is made 
On which no- cost or ornament is spared ; 
When tens of thousands gather from around. 
And, harmonizing, occupy the ground ; 
Priests^ levites. Singers, all in right array, 
Before the view a lively sight display,. 
With instruments of music, such a store 
As never graced a holy rank before. 

Collected thus, the king survey'd the band, 
Rejoiced to see the ardour of the land, 
And throwing round his eyes with look benijgn. 
That spoke his interest in the great design, 
He thus in caation (with firm voice exprest) 
The wide assembly, eie they moved, addrest : 
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<^ With pleasure I behold this happy day, 
So vast a namber fervent zeal dbplay, 
At thus aasembliog ffoai all parts proceed 
To be assistant in so good a deed : 
Bat ere we move) let me the past refieif) 
And give a cantion, which to. all is doe^ 
Lest any one throngh ignorance shoold swerve^ 
And make oar deeds another blast deserve* 
Then be it known^ and every ear be told. 
No cart should ever such a treasure hold. 
The ark b holy ; and no common thing 
Should be employed so great a charge to brings 
For indecorous, in so slight a way^ 
The heathen tribes their idol-gods convey. 
Here then we err'd, for His decreed we most 
With more respect discharge the sacred trust ; 
Nor ox, nor ass, in such a cause employ, 
To ease our labour, but the work annoy ; 
Forlevites only must the burden bear, 
With rites performed, aad alUdevoted care. 
While strictest watch the weighty charge deaiandf 
No touch to suffer with unhallow'd hands. 

^^Then hear, ye sons of Aaron, priests and chiefs, 
Be guaided now, and ward repeated griefis, 
For most important cares devolve on yon, 
And you as guardians will the people view : 
Then sanctify yourselves, and all prepare 
To lake the charge, the holy ark to bear, 
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And all the mask to your wills nmsge^ 
Each rank to fix, and varying sounds to change; 
That tongues of joy and iDstrnments may nose 
Thai^ for the gift, in unity of praise ; 
And oar vast host in order may proceed 
With holy reverence to so great a deed.** 

Thus sanctified, and all aright array'd, 
Command. was giVn, and all to move obey'd. 

Arrived at last where this great gift abode, 
. (This awful token of their mighty God,) 
The Levites now, io reverential fear, 
Take c^ the ark and on their shoulders bear, 
Whiie- solemn music and the shouts of joy, 
The king, and people of all ranks employ* 

Ere far they moved, forth issued a command ; 
They halt obedient, and like statues stand ; 
Then orderM quick, to sacrifice proceed : 
Seven rams, seven bullocks on the altar bleed ; 
And thus observant, they true honours pay, 
That no neglect may blast their future way. 

This solemn rite and first oblation made 
With all due forms, and every homage paid, 
The grand procession then moved on its way 
Amidst the music that resumed its play. 
Where joyful David,, foremost in ^advance, 
Join*d in the chorus, and the nimble dance, 
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Robed in. fine linen, Levite-like, alert, 
And with an ephod roqnd his body girt. 
The city now receiYes the host with joy^ 
Whilst gazing crowds and narrow streets nmoy ; 
Queen Michal one, who from a window's height 
Snnrey'd o'er all ^e animating sight ; 
But when her eyes beheld her active lord ' 
Dance on before, and bnrsts of joy afford. 
She scom'd his conduct in the heat of pride, 
With breast inflated, and a tongue to chide. 

The court thus gained, the ark was safely 
placed 
WithiD the curtains, and its station graced. 
Whilst hope was raised that it would ever stand 
To draw down blessings on their favoured land. 
Still further honours David duly paid. 
By sacrifices and burnt offerings made. 
When smoke, and thanks, and praise united rise 
As gratefhl incense for the sacred prize. 

These rites perform^ in order, David rose 
To bless the people in so good a cause, 
And then with liberal hand not used to spare, 
He deals his gifts to all the thousands there ; 
To eacli, of wine, a flagon full and fresh, 
And due proportion of the store of flesh. 
With loaves of bread, in equal numbers shared, 
In which the females with their brethren fared. 
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All done ;-— the well pleased multitude depieurt^ 
Each with the present, and a grateful heart. 
Dividing homeward on their cheerful waj, 
To canrj tidings of that signal day. 

The crowds dispersed, some of the Levite rao* 
Attend the ark ; — each to his proper place, ' 
By 'David's orders henceforth to reside, 
To keep the records, and for all provide, 
To see with morning and mih evening sun 
The rites and offerings in their system done ; 
That choirs of music in their order play 
Both at the opening and the close of day; 
And unremitting care maintain'd through all 
For which the hallow'd place and treasure call. 
To Asaph's hand he gives (to whom belong 
The cares of music and the sacred song) 
A well composed and well-adapted psalm, 
On past events to animate and warm, 
For him, united with his choirs, to raise 
Melodious anthems, and the chant of praise* 

Now David homeward turns, there to impart * 
These deeds, recited from a grateful heart, 
Where all his household may excite bis care, ' 
And from his lips a solemn blessing share* 
But sad reverse of welcome ! hard to find, 
Instead of unity, a taunting mind ! 
And this from one whom sympathy should movoi 
Who gain'd his ardent and his early love^ 

112 
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And many years bad prored the faithful wife, 
To soothe add comfort through the toils of life. ' 
This gender'd griefs that on his bosom lay, 
Andveird in cloads the lustre of the day. 

With fervent heart the king his palace gain'd. 
And soon with Michal interview obtained. 
She frowned ; — ^her colour flnsh'd ere silence broke. 
Then thas in warmth and irony she spoke : 
^ How glorious was this day great Israel's king! 
How did he dance, and loud in chorus sing, 
With change of dress, scarce decent to the eye, 
Like some rude fellow who would mirth supply,' 
Where thou conldst only what was due Obtain, 
The handmaids' blushes, and a just disdain." 

David confounded, disappointed, stood ; 
A moment's pause ensued, in pensive mood ; 
Yet not for long an answer he delays. 
For soon he thus her ridicule repays : 
^^ Know'st thou not then what consequence has 

been 
Attached to us in this important scene ; 
Whose cause it is ;-<-«and in this great display 
Whom 'tis we serve, and duty-bound obey ? 
'Tis the great Lord of Hosts^ whdse judgment 

brings 
The wreck of empires, and the fall of kings ; 
Who has decreed thy father's house to fall. 
And thus advance me to the seat of Saul, 
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That in bis cause I might devoted stand 
To judge uprightly o'er a suffering land. 
Tes, much I owe, «nd much I will repay ; 
I will abhor myself, and meaner lay; 
For more I see of Hira, the more I know 
The lower I should be and deeper bow; 
Tes, inore and more I will myself despise, 
And show what man is tO' the people's eyes ; 
Tet this no stiag shall leave, nor moral stain. 
But from the handmaids approbation gain." • 

The force she seem'd to feel of what was said^ 
^ore cool became, ai\d no rejoinder made ; 
But felt not then her lasting poignant doom, 
This was reserved in future days to come; 
For afterwards she was condemned through life 
To bear the chagrin of a fruitless wife* 
Here altercation closed ; the tongue was stay'd, 
And discord seem'd between the parties laid ; 
Tet still disturb'd, they felt no settled peace : 
So seas still murmur though the tempests cease. 

The sable curtains of the night now drew. 
And wearied thousands bade the world adieu ; 
In sweet repose upon the couch to lay 
. To drown the labours of the busy day. 
Not so the king : — joy springs — and then a sfgby 
That banish slumbers from his wakeful eye. 
And let him know, with certain proof again, . 
How dear our pleasures are allied to pain; 
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A time of respite now to DaTid rose : 
His friendship courted — ^aod at rest his foes | 
His palace fiaish'd — and the ark obtain'd ; 
It seem'd as if his every wish was gaia'cL 
fie felt it so ; and gratefully awhile 
Beheld these blessings all around to smile t 
But changeful state ! how oft with him it toniB{ 
This moment joyous — but the next he mounitl- 

In this repose, and this composed state, 
The prophet Nathan once with David sat. 
So wont to pass their time, and views impmit 
As kindred spirits, and as one of heart ; 
When David gives this hint in honest zeai, - 
A fav'rite project gently to reveal : 
'^ And seest thou not," says he, ^<my regal estate 
Beneath these cedar*d domes, where honoiuBVNut, 
While veil'd with curtains, the best gift of God, 
The ark is portion'd to a worse abode.'' 

The prophet caught the view, and -wtthan ear 
So quick to things where pious thoughts appear^ 
It made him em — ^' Yes, so it is," says he y 
^ Go then to work on what presents to thee^ 
For God is with thee to assist in need, 
And bless thy efforts in so good a deed,'* 

Thus all passed well until the intdst of tiigtit^ 
When round the prophet shone a glow of lighi^ 
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And from the radiance clearly was expressed 
A well<»kQowii laogaage which the seer address'd, 
And gave command for him again to go 
To David's house, and what was right to show : 
For he had erred ; — ^must there retract his word, 
And bear a mission, issued from his Lord ; 
In which he should to David's memory bring 
flow he advanced, and how became a king ; 
That by the Lord's free choice, and powerful 

hand. 
He from the sheepcot cathe to rule the land, 
Whose sovereign arm had been outstretch'd in all, 
To make before him kings and kingdoms fall, 
And thus to place him where e'en Saul had sat, 
In regal splendour, and imperial state. 
That for such favours, which he might review, 
A heart replete with gratitude was -due ; 
And in continued zeal his right to prove 
In every act, his unabated love ; 
Bat here to stop-^his duty here to know ; 
No further step, without a grant, to go ; 
For it was not intended in these days 
To give command the temple now to raise, 
But ta suspend it for a future hand. 
Who should more leisure and more peace com- 
mand : 
For David had in warring station stood. 
And oft imbued his hands in hnman blood ; < 
Hence from that cause the work was now denied,' 
Transferr'd from him, and yet his place supplied. 

M 4 
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Vor k AoiM fldll be Kaiaed,«Mi !■ hit iii^ 
With all the splendMr of the gveat 4etiga^ 
In which ihe Lord (when David shoohi be gea^ 
And with his fathers sleep) would aid the eoo^ ' 
That to his honour he might noU j raise 
A work to stand a moAttmeot of paaiie* 

The moniii^; blnsh'd, when with the ciipi s ea 
red 
The prophet rose and left a wakeful bed» 
Waiting intent till circling hours should bring 
The time of audience to address the king* 
It came ;— -he went ;-<-he gained the tojA <IIM# 
And was concem'd a faithful charge to beaiv 
In closest troth of language to recite 
The gracious vision witnessed in the nighft* 
G>nve7'd with gi^vity ; it struck an awey 
And made the monarch to the mandate bow; 
For though reluctance he might feel in part 
Thus to surrender what was near his heurt, , 
Yet, knowing that to human minds belong 
Proneness to error, and of judging wrongf 
And that this came from one most just and Inie, 
To whom were faith and all obedience due^ 
Qis will, though warm, he to his Lord resigi^'d^ 
With pliant heart, and dedicated mind* 

Nathan now gone^-'twas David's early an^ 
To tuni his footsteps to the house of fnytf$ 
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Wheft with dae reverence, and in fear expres^d. 
In Tocal strain he thos his God address'd s 
<^Aeocpty O gracious Lord I on bended knee 
And 80«1 prostration, gratitude from me, 
In (hanks for favours long conferred on one, 
Raised from the sheepcot to a sacred throne* 

^ I often err; — and e'en in" zeal I stray, 
But Thou in kindness sl^ow'st the better way ; , 
Then teach me, Lord, in thy correction still, • 
To bend submissive to thy sovereign will; 
For it is not in man, so dim of sight. 
His «tep$ toi order, and direct aright 

<* What, Lord, am I, and what my house, to 
share 
Such signal favours, and paternal care ? 
Not only past, but still in promise, some 
Thou hast in store for seasons yet to come. 
All thanks be mine ; and suffer me to pray 
For our dear Israel in the present day. 
That favoured people, whom thy mighty hand 
Wrench'dfrom their thraldom in th' Egyptian ladd, 
Made in the sea a path for them to tread. 
Then cloded th^ flood, and Jeft their tyranfis dead. 
By fire thou l^d'st them on their nightly way, 
And by a cloud to be their guide by day; 
Whilst with almighty pow'r Thou bnmghf st 

them far 
Tfiroagh lonely deserts, and throtagh fields of war, 
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Transferring them from realms wh^re pagans r^ign, 

Bow down to idols, and divine for gain, 

A land to people from all bondage free, 

To worship Thee, their God, and only Thee. 

Then may we in this parity be fonnd, 

A bright example to the world around, 

That idols may be moalder'd into dost. 

And pagans learn in Thee alone to tmst. 

May then thy blessings, and thy fostering fiand, 

Be granted still to thy peculiar land. 

And all thy people in return proclaim 

Glory and honour to thy sacred name ; 

To Thee who dwelPst in unapproached light, 

A God of wisdom, majesty, and might." 

Thus humbly he in deep prostration bow'd. 
Whilst in his face angelic fervour glow'd. 
He rose — and then his active mind addreds'd 
To temporal things, but still with awe impreasM. 

The milder duties now in measure cease, 
And David must again relinquish peace, 
Exchange the comforts of domestic life. 
To meet the rage of infidels in strife ; 
For the Philistines rise once more to war. 
Dash to the field in many a sounding car, 
Renew their vigour, and their prowess try ; 
But soon defeated, drop their flags and fly. 
Leaving their city, Gath, thus overcome. 
To servile bondage as its future doom, 
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With all the rest at large^^sabordinate 
Subjects and vassals to this foreigo state. 

Nov Moab also rose a war to wage ; 
Bat of short durance was their blustering rage. 
Invulnerable still, the Jews could bar 
Their mighty engines, and their arts of war ; 
Which ere 'twas long they felt, and made a stand 
To cede to Israel their devoted land, 
Who suppliant now at David's mercy lay, 
And dearly for their chief's contumely pay ; 
Glad too their presents and rich gifts to bring,.. 
To soften rigour in their captor king. 

Thus Moab conquer'd, David changed hb post^ 
And moved still further his victorious host. 
His march commencing with the monung beam 
To^ where Euphrates rolls its mighty stream, 
There to recover a dismember'd right. 
By peaceful treaty — or if not, by might ; 
But Hadarezer, a too hasty king. 
Must bar the claim, and force opposing bring ; 
Yet he no better fares, for now, they are 
Still greater sufferers in the foils of war. 
From this quell'd king, a victory supplies 
A thousand chariots as a legal prize ; 
With cavalry unknown of man and horse, 
Of infantry a twenty thousand force : 
And in addidon, an enriching mass 
Of precioas.m6tals, 8ilv«r,]|copper, tinH) 
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And golde* sUeldtMnboss'dwithpTfdioiltaliB^ 
Where barnish'd if ork and aalm Inttkn ihniiL. 
Nor ends it here ; for when the Syrians saw 
The king of ZohA meet Us orertbraw^ 
Thfij raised assistaBce to revenge agaioy 
And from DamascQS poor'd upon the plniB^ 
In hopes snch force would animate asew. 
Aid their allies^ and all their foes 8«bdiM» 
Bnt vain attempt ! this great anxlUar host^ 
Renew'd the eonftict'^hat Uie battle kist ! 
Of whoaa e'en more than twenty tfaansaaA slain 
Laj sadrificed upon th' ensaognined plains* 
Snch now their loss in this eonflieting honr 
It cooPd their spirits^ and snbdaed their power, 
Made them obsequious in sobmissfon beod^ 
And all their efforts in their bondage end* 

AU these opposing hosts thus o^ercoma^ 
Thej back receded to enjoy their home | 
JBnt on return another power in force 
Starts up to check tbem id their peaceful oowrse. 
These id a valley, eonscions of his. might. 
Take all advantage to arraoge to fight ; 
Bnt cannot see th' apparent fiict, so plsan 
That all their strivings are bnt made In vai% 
That an Almighty is at work o'er ally 
Spurus pt their idol^ods, aud^ dooms their Mlv 

These Edomites were then condemned to lett 
The Ueknmsf tavj^ and decbiviS' steel j 
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For aglitete tfaoHsnid of their daring host 
SuDk in their annonr-^were for eTor lost ; 
Whose limbs no funeral bier respectful hora, 
Bnt the keen tatons of the vnltnre tore^ 
And left them scattered radely to ihe skj, 
Relics of horror to appall the eye. 

Thus through all toils and dangers free fiom 
harm 
The king was held by an Ahnighty sroiy 
Who blest his efforts in all times of need, 
And made to prosper every act and deed) 
For the great cause was his, in such employ, 
To root out pagans and their gods destroy, 
And class a people under his conmiand, 
Of pure devotion to possess the land. 

Now all supprest of this idoPtrous race, 
Eadi fort was strengthened, and each needfhl 

place, 
Securing peace, and a supreme command 
In future times o'er this aggressive land. 
These done — ^the active king, without delay. 
Moved on his' ranks, and homeward bent his way ; 
Then to Jerusalem with welcome brings 
The spoil of empires, and the wreck of kfi^s ; 
For treasures, which our numbers cannot tell^ 
Into his hands in all these conquests fell. 
Rich sliidded shieldiri of gold, refulgent made ; 
Highopolish'd armour ; swords of glittering blade; 
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With iTory, pearls, and massy loads of Immi, , 
Which now oa camels, to the city paas^ 
There to.be laid, a trophj-swelliDg store, 
With spoils and treasures often won before^* 
Reserved for use in some succeeding days 
When artists may a sacred temple raise. 

Now David great celebrity obtains, 
And, fear'd and loved, in peace and plenty reigns ; 
Reaown'd afar, his friendly terms are sought, 
And many tokens from around are brought : 
Amongst the rest king Toi's son is sent 
Congratulating on this great event. 
Great to his sire, for Hadarezer most 
His land had harassed with his restless host. 
And now he hoped that such an overthrow 
Would peace enforce in this malicious foe. 

Thus came this prince from his pacific land, 
With costly presents in his liberal hand. 
Rich shining vessels, which at large unfold 
The works pf art in silver, brass, and gold. 
These, with his father's thanks, he has to bear ' 
For great achievements in the recent war ; 
And peace to wish, with blessings on his ways ' 
In all his movements in succeeding days. 

The son. is well received, and from his hand 
The 'Splendid tokens from his grateful land, 
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And Dtfvid glad to add a portimt mora 
For sacred purpose to his former store. 

Joram returns-— before his sire appears 
With news confirro'd to dissipate his fears. 
Who in composure and with joy surreys 
More pleasing prospects for their future days. 

David now blest with peace, his active mind 
For worthy objects ranged around to find. 
Wide was the field in which his station stood ; 
Ample his 'means, and great his deeds of good. 
As magistrate in chief, he now began 
In civil life to act the useful man, 
To all complaints an open ear to lend ; 
Th' oppressor punish, and the just defend. 
A blest employment, and excelling far 
The bubble-glories of the fame of war. 

Amongst such objects, those he tries to find 
To whom he owes a gratitude of mind ; 
And first of these that to his notice fall, 
Are the descendants of the house of Saul, 
Where Jonathan stands first his thoughts to claim, 
His friend — ^his brother — and of precious name. 
Inquiring now, he information gains 
That of his stock a single one remains ; 
Mephibosheth, a well-deserving sou, 
Bat who with trials young in life begun, 
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For his weak Borse, affrigbted tt th' almm 
When Sanl was slanghter'di dropp'd him fimli 

heranns; 
Aod bj the fall hb tender feet became 
From that event^ and 'till this period, hme. 
Apprized of this, the king an order sends ;-^ 
The prince is brought, and at the coart attenda. 
Approaching David with obeisance low, 
The ground he touches as he makes his bow •; 
When thus the king, all-anxious to be kind. 
Reveals what dwells on his magnan'mous mind t 
^^ Fear not, my friend, for I intend to mA% 
Thy life a comfort for thy father's sake ; 
To thee restore some of the royal land, 
Aod thou shalt always in my presence stand. 
Sleep in my palace, at my table fare, 
And thou and thine have my peculiar care." 

This said, M ephibosheth confounded stood, 
Bnt thus at last spoke in a faultering mood : 
*^ Great is thy goodness thus vouchsafed to me ; 
But what, my lord, canst thou deserving see^ 
Sec in thy servant, so unfit to stand, 
Before the sovereign of so great a land ?" 

The king's attendants now have charge to call 
2iba, )ate servant, and attach'd, to Saul, 
Who in all haste before his lord appears, 
And from his mouth this bounteous order hearr: 
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<^Za»ft5 ItMdllliee to a ^kce oCtiusI^ 
And aft I chWge thee to the dhtrge he |feat 
Mc^tbosheth thb day has my commaiid 
To take the portion of his g^raiidsire^fi land $ 
Then to thy £are I now commit the soil. 
To thee, thy sons, and to'thy eenraats' toil^ 
Wi^ ^lall tbe ground in trust asngn'd p&wemf 
The planis to caltare, and the viaeyarda dreas^ 
And a^ €he prodncts to his son produce) 
A gift design'd for his more special dsi^ 
Who for his ^nteage shall ^joy tfie ^oi^ 
Sack hoBey-oortb, aAd dip his foot in <^l ; 
For here tlw father stands no need of cttre^ 
As hfe shall alwbys hate an ample fare, - 
E*]oy witii me good things, the best of nlin% 
My tahlo dainties, and my cheering wine* 
Such I command ; be faithful in th' erapioyi 
And due requital you shall all enjoy." 

Thus David ; when the pliant Ztba said : 
^^ To this thy chilrge shall due regard be paid^ 
For as my lord has spoken to his will, 
His serrants shall his gracious views fulfil/' 

Thus as the kiog commanded, so it was $ 
So for « season do all matters pass ; 
The father's wtints the pages quick relieve^ 
Who had. the honour with the king to live^ 
While . Ziba and his house together yield 
The son the treasures of the fruitful field. 
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Now came the period when the inodier eeMi- 
Received a monarch by the stroke of deatb ; 
The king of Ammon died ;^-for prmcei mflst 
Like other mortals mingle with the dost, 
Go to that place where countless thoosands go^ 
But none retarn the state of things to show^ 
From which no power, though potent, can defend ; 
Where mortal pomp and gorgeous glories end; 
And close at once all lower mundane thioga, 
E'en all within the sweeping grasp of kmgi. 
Then well for those the King of kings to know' 
To be their succour when thej thus must go^ . 
To ease the pang severe at parting breath. 
And light the gloom that shades the vale of death, 
In hope to change the crown where toils attend 
For one in heaven with joys that never end ; 
Or else far better had their station here 
Been an allotment in an humbler sphere. 
With that sweet peace, that earnest near the 

close. 
Which points to regions of unmix'd repose^ 
And which should ever be our ardent aim 
Above life's trifles, and the trump of fame. 
This life can only its own treasures give, 
And all these cease when mortals cease to live : 
They may last years, or end where they began ; 
(Such feeble hold has poor dependent man !) 
When-— when ! the sinner a sad change must know 
From these short pleasures to eternal woe! 
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Wfail« virtnoas soals bat qait this transient pain 
For bliss triumphant withoat end to reign. 
In durance when the adamantine bust 
Of the proud conqueror shall dissolve in dust, 
This globe itself be from its centre hurl'd, 
And spirits only shall survive the world. 



Eternity !— eternity ! — a space that can 
Be never fathom'd by the mind of man, 
For with this life compared, the mighty main 
Falls short in measure with a drop of rain ! 



END OF BOOK THE aSVEMTB. 



'•»• , 



DAVID. 



3$oo& l^t €i^tfi* 



ARGUMENT, 

David sends to condole with Hanan on the death vf 
his filther. — His messengers are ill treated. — Hamm 
fearing the consequence, prepares for war. — ^The two 
powen meet in hattle, hnt David gains a complete Tictorj, 
— David is again engaged in contest with the Syrians, 
who lose the field, with 40,000 slain, and their chief com- 
mander. — David at home is tempted to commit adulterj 
with Bathsheha. — Her hushand, Uriah, is sent for from the 
army, then at the siege of Rabhah, to cover their con- 
nexion ; but without effect'~He is basely ordered to be 
placed in a dangerous situation at the siege, and is kiUed* 
— David afterwards takes the widow to be his wife. — Na- 
than is sent to bim with a severe message for his crimes. 
—The child (the oflfspring of the connexion) sickens and 
dies. — Solomon, tbe second son, is born, who afterwards 
became wonderful for wisdom and greatness. — Rabbah is 
taken. — Amnon deflowers bis sister Tamar. — ^Afasalon 
•ODsoles her, and takes her kindly to his house. 
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O'er Ammoa now, bj right, succeeds the son 
And in his early years ascends the throne; 
When seeing that a brother king was dead, 
Thus David to his privy-conncil said : 
^^ I feel for Hanan since his sire is gone ; 
For, though ascending to enjoy the throne, 
Yet for the present he will doubtless find 
Strong filial feelings to depress his mind ; 
Then I will send ambassadors express 
The youth to comfort, and his throne to bless; 
To cheer his spirits, and to let him know 
A brother prince participates in woe, 
Feels with the son what such a loss must be; 
For he has been a steady friend to me ; 
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And with a wish that we may hence 
Pacific concord, and aaxiliars reign .^ 



Thns well-disposed, some men of tmst are tent 
With consolations on the late event ; 
Who pleased, now seek the Ammonitish court. 
Sore of good welcome with the kind report ; 
An audience gainM, thej, void of anxioos fear. 
The royal message innocently bear. 
In soothing language speak ; — then back wiA- 

draw, 
And wait an answer ere they tnm to go. 

Meanwhile the princes gain the monarch's ear, 
And thus possess him with ill-founded fear : 
<^ Dost thou believe," they say, ** that these attend 
To speak from D&vid as an honest friend. 
To bear his will upright without disguise, 
From which no harm can in the future rise ? 
Duplicity we rather fear and see. 
And mischiefs brooding that will fall on thee ; 
For peace with-guilefal tongue they now proclaim 
Whilst thy destruction is their secret aim ; 
And first the city's weakest part to know, 
Then by its fall to work thy overthrow ; 
Bat be thou wise, nor caught by such pretence. 
For timely caution is the best defence/^ 

The new-raised king, in fear and great dismajy 
Too quickly pat his better thoughts away. 
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O'ercoilie bj fbose of more oxperieaced age. 
The hoarj-beadedy and the crafty sage. 
Back then be call'd the men to reprimand, ' 
Aod gm them orders to depart the land: 
Bat ere dismiss' d he adds a foul disgrace. 
First in the aspect of each mangled face. 
Which was half-shaiven ; then their costly vests 
He cat half off, and only left th^ wdsts. 
Thus ill abased, they leave the vulgar cooit, 
And homeward bend to bear the strange report ; 
Bat on the confines of tiieir native land 
They blosh for shune, and halting make a stand. 
Meantime to David some had borne report 
Of their ill treatment at the pagan court. 
Who sends to meet them with this strict com- 

maud, 
To move no step on theib offended land. 
Bat clothing fresh, at Jericho remain 
Until in fall their beards were grown again. 

» 

This was complied with; — ^when a second 

thought 
To Hannn's council keen reflection brought : 
They now considered that so foul a stain 
Would not uopunish'd with the king remain ; 
And whether right or wrong their judgments were, 
They now must end it by the dint of war. 
They knew their great opponent; — ^that with 

ihame 
Sarrouuding nations trembled at his name^ 
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And that no force within their feeble land 
Coald in defence against his fnry stand ; 
Hence ail alert to neighbooring states tliey fijy 
To gain of men and arms a strong sapplj. 
A thousand silver talents he expends, 
To fee the force and Satisfy his friends, 
Who more than thirty thousand chariots s^id, 
And troops in train as if to know no end ; 
With whom the king of great Maadiah^s band 
Comes high in state, and foremost in command. 
All to onite to meet the Jews in rage. 
And more than eqaal m the field engage. . 

David apprized, his forces gather^ round. 
And soon prepared to take the hostile ground ; 
His warrior Joab, whom he trusted most. 
Placing commander of the mighty liost. 

Strong were the Ammonites, and pourmg came 
From the strong city to the field of fame : 
Without the gates they range the lines along. 
While on the walls the gazing people throng. 
The sdbsidiary men divided stand, 
And bright in armour form a potent band. 
While all, lULe swarming locusts, spread the plaio. 
As if by numbers sure the point to gain. 
This Joab saw, and as he found the need, 
He thus commanded how they should proceed ; 
" Gro," says the geu'ral, " let this veteran band 
Vbishai lead, and warriorflike command | 
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Before the Ammonites yoar forces place. 
And mine, divided, their allies shall face, 
~ That when the armies in the fight engage, 
And all with fary show their mettled rage. 
We may to each a watchful care extend, 
And, as required, the needful succoor lend. 
Be valiant then^ — be lion-like, and brave ; 
Defend jour country, and your cities save : 
Let nothing lack, nor from your duty swerve*; 
Then leave the issue to that God we serve." 

The charge thus given, he raised his studded 
shield; 
And firm in courage, faced the Syrian field ; 
But short the contest, for the hired host 
Soon tum'd their backs, and thus the battle lost : 
For when the Ammonites their friends beheld 
(These noted warriors) thus desert the field, 
They saw no chance to still the wide alarms, . 
And vain to brave it with their single arms. 
They then gav« way*-4um'd to the back the 

shield, 
And quitted thus the ill-supported field. 
Returning quick through city^gate and bar, 
Foil'd — ^blank — and weary in this hopeless war. 

Th' engagement ending thus, king David's men 
Retum'd victorious to their homes again, 
Their city enter'd with triumphant car. 
And blazing emblems of successful war. 
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Bat short the respite, for the Syrian host 
Brook'd not tlie battle thej so meanly lost; 
Then in aggression they resume again 
The desperate straggle on the hostile plain. 
Recmited well, and all arranged with care. 
They move in prospect of successfnl war ; 
Bat here deceived agiun^-— again they feel 
The sweeping inflaence of opposing steel : 
Not all their force, though all their states appear. 
Could move the Hebrews to desponding fear ; 
For great the difference was : — ^the pagan host 
G>ald only of their helpless idols boast ; 
Whilst Israel's forces in their warfare trod 
Beneath the banner of their matchless God. 

Tremendous volleys now of arrows flew 
Like showers of hail, and with dire havoc slew. 
When such Philistines as survived the dead. 
The field deserting^ in confusion fled* 
Wide was the carnage on that fatal day. 
And for the challenge dearly did they pay, 
For forty thousand horsemen (sad to tell) 
Beneath the weapons of the victors fell. 
And their great chief, the leader of the host. 
His life in forfeit of vain bravery lost. 
Whilst thousands more who drove the martial car. 
Resigned their lives in that decisive war. 
Horrific sight ! — ^for, though 'tis'understood 
As forfeit life of only pagan blood, 
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Yet httmaQ nataJre TtewB, with feelings kee% 
And shrinks appalPd at finch a dreadful se^el 

A roat thus perfect showed they strofve ia vnin^ 
And brought conviction <mce renew'd again^ 
For loss on loss sustained, they saw in all 
A certdn tendence to a final fall ; 
When, through imperious need, they humbly deign 
To sue for peace and quietude again. 
Thb they obtain ; but now, alas ! they know 
To whom they must in servile bondage bow ; 
For kings and pec^le seal their mournful doom, 
To Israel serve in all the times to come^ 
And clinch the final link^ with giieTOUS pain 
Of their coerciTe bonds and galling chain* 

Some time elapsed ;•— when wars again wei^ 
waged. 
And Jews and Grentiles in the field engaged : 
Many their contests^ — ^yet, as heretofore, 
The Hebrews proved all paramount in power ; 
Ye^ Rabbah held out si^e, nor would it yieUt 
To all the batterings of th' assailing field : 
And Joab here was eagerly employ'd. 
While David took his ease, and home enjoy'd; 
But criminal it proved, as oft the case, 
That ease gives birth to crimes, and brings disgrace^ 

Ungrateful task in one we love so well, 
Of deeds we censure and condemn to tell ! 
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But tmtfa demands ; nor are we left to chooee 
The pleuing traits, and all reverse refinse^ 
For, faithfal to historic facts in all. 
We most with virtues intermix a fidl; - 
And in narration now, alas I sncoeed 
Lamented errors, and a horrid deed ! 

Once m an evening when the solar nj 
Had dropt progressive on the western way, 
The king, as wont, when fervid heat dedhied, 
Rose from liis bed, the cooling air to find. 
And <m ibib palace, viewing objects, stood, 
Or walking, wandei^d in a musing mood ; 
(For there flat roofs down to diis time prevail. 
That ip the breeze the inmates maj regale ;) 
When from the place thus elevated high, 
A beanteoos female canght Ms roving e je, 
Drawn there at parting with the torrid beam, 
To lave and wash in the translucent stream* 
Unhappy sight I— -in a weak hoar assall'd. 
Nature proved strong, and over grace previtfPd ^ 
The sensual passion touch'd his yielding hearty 
And ruled triumphant o'er tlie better part : 
As he gave way, desires grew to excess ; 
Resistance weakened, and he would possess. 
Indulging thus in an unlawful flame, 
It proved his grief, and stigmatused hta name, 
To us transmitted on the sacred page 
Through every century to the present age. 
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Down Da?ld comes, and qaick inquiry makef 
What female there her recreation takes^ 
And finds she is Uriah's lovely wife, 
Joy of his yoath, and comfort of his life : 
Strong barrier this, that e'en the very name 
Should guard a female from a lawless flame ; 
Yet now ao lost, and gone in mind astray, 
No riglit or reason must oppose his way, 
For some he orders, with unblushing face, 
To bring Bathsbeba to his rude embrace ; 
When soon his menials, as directed, bear 
Their toaster's message to the pliant fair, 
Who, alike servile to a royal head, 
Givea op the hoiiours of her nuptial bed. 
Suffering the mandate of a king to be, 
Above the influence of her chastity. 
Ahf feeble woman I couldst thou not withstand, 
In virtue atead&st, though a king's command i 
Mo ! weak— 4be yields — far, far her honour fled, 
And thus obsequious to the court is led, 
There, in illidt intercourse of shame. 
To blot her VUtue, and disgrace her name. 

Improper sights may catch the purest eye, 
But tum'd aside, it will the snare deny : 
So may wrong thoughts bvade a virtuous mind, 
But check'd — ^they fly, nor leave a stain behind; 
Tet if indulged they will a tamt impart, 
baease and strengthen, and corrupt the heart* 

N 4 
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Thte hadst thon, Dmtid, tins idth am wpiMfd 

The emlHTo evil while withb diy b t CMrty 

It never could to Bnf act have come, 

And would have spared thee an afflicting diMiiii, 

With manj a bitter and a private tear, 

From keen reflections, which thoafoond^ severe; 

Yet if thy innate prindple liad faiPd, 

When crimson errors thns the mind assaiPd, 

Hadst thou hnt moved within an humbler sphere, 

Or lived where kings with proper bounds appew. 

At that weak time an interposing hand 

Might have diverted thy unjust command ; 

In pleading acted a snbstential part, 

And saved thy honour, aaid a wounded hi^arC. 

But, helpless man !•— despotic power was awayM ; 

Thy will was law, and all that #iil obey'd^ 

None of these friends in time of need tfroei^ . ' 

To ward thy vestwe and the deed oppose ; 

But thou wast left — ^left to thyself in all, 

To nobly conquer, or to meanly fall ; 

And strongly here the tetnpter's wiles assriPd, 

The mind indulged it, and the sin prevaiPd. 

Our favoured states time and attention cost, 

But if unguarded, they may soon be lost; 

So proved it here*— a caution left to all, 

No watch to slacken, for th^ best may fall I 

Ere long th* effects of these embraces rose 
To meet the eye, and threaten to expose | 
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IVheo David^ anxloiis to avoid the slmtiie, 

Would gladij pass it in tbe hnsband's name, 

Upop Uriah, who in mardal life 

Had long been absoit from his fnthkss wife. 

This to effect) he sent in speed away 

To wheie the annies near to Rabbah lay. 

And call'd this soldier home, who thoughtless 

came, 
But not to cover their adnlt'rons shame ; 
When nnsnspecting he attends the court 
From his commander with the day's report 

An audience gdn'd — the Icing, in seeming 
zeal, 
Inquires his welfare, and the armies' weal ; 
Takes his commission from the seat of war, 
And to the bearer thus extends his care : 
<< Far hast then come with dust and heat 

opprest. 
Go, wash thy feet, and take thy welcome rest ; 
Prepare no victuals, nor refreshing wine. 
For I will send them from the best of mine." 

So said — Uriah turns to quit the dome. 
But stops far short of his enticing home ; 
For at th^ porch the guards stand anxious there. 
To make inquiry on the pending war : 
Nor goes he further, but the whole of night 
Sleeps with his comrades till the dawn of light; 
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Thus, by Divine cootiol, the scheme became 
Abortive of the wish to hide dieir sluune ; 
Which known to David, forth a message goes . 
To bring Uriah to assign the canse. 
The kbg interrogates, and shows all care 
As if sdil anxious for liis better fare ; 
<< Why didst thou not,'' says he, << kat niglit 

employ 
Thy vacant hoars in thy domesdc joy, ' 

And there indalge, when so with toil opprest. 
In gratefal comforts, and nocturnal rest*-' 
To whom the soldier, in a martial strain. 
Returns this answer to the king again : 
^^ When Israel, Jndah, and the ark abide 
In tents scarce covered when the tempests ride ; 
And Joab, and his military train. 
Exposed, encamp'd upon the field remain. 
Shall I, their comrade, take a better fare 
Than what attaches to the men of war ? 
Forbid it me I — ^^yes, yes, my king shall know, 
I prize the' warrior, and liis deeds I do/' 



Sach firm reply convinced the royal 
He tried in vain this subterfuge to find ; 
Yet still he hopes he may by wine obtaaa 
What thus in senses be can never gain ; 
He therefore now adopts another plan. 
To guile the hero^ and to gain the maiL 
" Stay then," says he, ^ with me another da;^ 
And when I'vfe bless'd tl^ee thou shaltgo thy way." 
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With thifli Umb, faithful to his lord, 
la pliant homoar took the day's abode, 
Bat little tlunking that the kiodness shown 
Was false ps^teatioo, aad the end his own. 

The wine ihos plied with an aaspariog ase. 
It proTed tiie mediam of a foal abase ; 
It robb'd the man (an evil end to sait) 
Of his disdnctioa from the conunoa bnite^ 
Of noble reason, which was given as here 
To rale creation in this lower sphere* 
Bereft of this, Divuie distinction ends; 
Man, thns redaced, to lowest rank descends ; 
From governor of all he th^n may tread 
The field with cattle, as no more their head ; 
For how are we above the bestial kind 
But in the blessmg of the precioas mind ? 
Debased in this, we break th' Almighty's plan, 
And sink below the dignity of man* 
What !— with Omnipotence shall mortals play, 
To ose his gifts, or sport th^ gifts away ? 
Sport with a blessing man coald never give. 
And shoald be prised as long as mortals li^e. 

Ere now the night its dasky mantle spread, 
Tb' ongoarded soldier iband a swtipming 

head; 
The foming jaice inebriating rose, 
Ai if to aid in a perfidious caase. 
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Thus fitted for the king, who, lober BftiU, 
Thought he had made him snbjeet to his will^ 
He sends him home to pat him to the test, 
And kindly bids him to indolge ki rest 
Uriah leaves ; — ^bnt here again is seen 
The God of justice still to intervene ; 
For overmled, and not allow'd to gatn 
His wife's embraces, but at conrt remain, 
He with the servants there takes np abode, 
And foils the projects of his gnilty lord, 
For there again, nndl another day, 
He slept his night and dronkeonesa awaj. 
Bat David still bis shifts mnst try again. 
To weaken or eradicate the stain ; 
And rather bend to any grosser deed 
Than not in measure, or in full, succeed. 

How error leads to error — how the will, 
When once let loose, proceeds from ill to ill I 
For David now another scheme began. 
Projecting murder to remove the men ; 
The life of this poor injured one to take, 
(When he slionld rather restitotion make,) 
That by his exit he might take away 
A faasband's rights, that now as barriers lay. 
And leave her free for him a nuptial prize ; 
Which thns to bar, a lawful claim denies. 

In order then-to execute his plaA, 
He writes to Joab by this injured man. 
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An oAsttspected charge for hitn to bear^ 
E'eo his owe setttdtice to the field of war. 
Short was the letter^ though so Tast its ill, 
Which, thus laoottie, bofe the monarch's will: 
^' Assign Uriah (and let nought debar) 
Chief place of danger in ^^ brant of war; 
Abnipily then from yonr opponents flj, 
And leave tdm fighting that he thus may die." 

See the poor soldier toiling to the war 
With his death-warrant under special care. 
Little suspecting that his king, so khid, 
His mortal rain underaeath deedgn'd. 
Deep pity at the gnile, and death so near, 
May almost start the sympathetic tear, 
For this duped man^ lobb'd of a lovely wife, 
And thus intrigued hito the loss of life. 

Arrived at camp, he blithesome meets the chief, 
And hands his message with tlie fatal brief. 
Joab, all care on what the lines impart, 
Hides with a smile the hardness of his heart ; 
For all-«nbservient, indto hb disgrace. 
He soon assigns the well«selected place, 
The fatal spot, where greatest dangers lay. 
And the besieged may such a victim slay. 
There station'd by his captain's prompt commatid. 
He bravely fought, and firmly kept his stand ; 
But overpower'd, and now in vain to fly, 
He dies a martyr, but he knows not why ! 
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Now Joab felt severe .rq^t and shame ; 
For some reverses miMe than nsuai came^ 
Which his dispatches must reciting bear 
In jost narration of their deeds in war; 
Bat, jealoos that snch cross events as these 
Will check his honour, and the king displease. 
He bids the bearer of the adverse news 
See if the king a rising temper shows ; 
^AoA iV' says he, «<he shoold thj chai^ 

receive 
With lowering aspect, and the tidings grieve, 
Add u a message bj thyself supplied. 
That in oar losses bold Uriah died/' 

Thos chaiged, the fUtbfol messenger proceeds^ 
With fais dispatches of a tale of deeds. 
He first delivers what he has In care, 
Then adds himself, as ilieir reverse in war : 
^ ForUi from the dty came a daring host. 
And in the contest many men were lost. 
Whom to the gates we drove, hot, sad ta tell. 
Disasters followed and some warriors fell. 
For off their walls a cloud of arrows flew. 
Forced bark our army, and a number slew ; 
Some stood too hardy, while a portion fled. 
And bold Uriah is amongst the dead^** 

David oonfosed, and with miz'd feeUi^ tost. 
Heard the proceedings of the sufferbg host, 
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Uodl at last, (whaiseems to cover aD,) 
Comes the ooDclnskm cyf UriafaTs fall : 
This smodihed the whole of ill saooesaes past ; 
For DOW he tiiooght all was complete at last 
Bat sad deoeptioDl for thoa soon most find. 
What should have come before-*-a woonded 

mind! 
And ere thou canst ooooiliatiDo kaow 
Thoa most pay dear, and deep in penance bow* 

So lall*d secore, as if rerign'd he bends. 
And recondledy this soothing langaage sends : 
^^ To Joab bear this strict reqaest from me : 
Let not reverses quash the aeal in thee, 
For know the sword no marked distinctloo bears. 
Bat strikes all parties in aacertain wars. 
Let ill success serve only to Improve^ 
To raise joat caation, and yoor vigoor move : 
^Sarroand the dtj, and convince the foe 
Year means are sore to work their overthrow. 
For though awhile tliey may the place defend, 
Yet all must in their subjugation end." 

The gladden'd herald, quitted of his pain. 
Prepares to seek the field of war again, 
Rejoiced that he may now to Joab bring 
Such grateful answers from thetr cheering khig, 
Whom well he knows it will with pleasare fiU 
Amidst reverses which he brooks so ill. 
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Wheo tlie sad news first greets Btthsliebi'i em. 
She feels her loss, and drops some sorrowiof tears ; 
But when the time of feeble grief is o'er, 
Tlie king attempts her losses U> restore, 
To fill the Tacanmin her widow'd life ; 
For sooD lie takes her to hecouie his wife, 
As if secure to pass allemoothlj o'er, 
Nor of his crimes to fear detectioii more ; 
Yet vain !— 4he sight of man thoa maySt defy, 
Bot thou canst not elode th' Omniscient E je ; 
That Power in secret sees thy deeds of shame, 
And will thy errors to the world proclaim, 
Nor pnnish short, bat many trials raise 
With bitter gall to mix thy fatare days. 

Thos David still drove on a fatal road 
Against his consdence, and against his Grod, 
Who, long-forbearing, now to treat began. 
And sent his servant to the clonded man. 
Hence Nathan 's charged to go, and clearly bring 
These deeds of darkness to convict the king. 
In which with art he on the subject broke, 
And circnmventing thus in covert spoke : 
^ Two men," says he, << dwelt once within a 

town. 
The one was poor, the other wealthy grown ; 
The poor man's stock consisted of one head, 
A single ewe-lamb which he bought and fed ; 
His children's pleasure, and their infant care. 
And whom he su£fer'd at their board to fare ; 
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And, well^GOBtenled' nvlth his little store. 
He lived meet happy, ihoiigb lie li?ed bat poor* 
His riclieroeighboar, wHb a mittd elate, 
Eojoy'd aboDdaoce in saperio.* state, . 
His herds of cattle oNrranln the plain, 
And flocks of thoDSflQ^ stock'd his Tast doinab ; 
Tet evil mailed hiih, thodgh so great his storey ' 
To look with enrf on Ifaia mm so poor : 
For oqoe ai atranger on Ins jottrne^ came, 
When (lost to feeling and devoid ef shame) 
He spared his own, in nnmhers thus so great. 
And took ibis only lamb his guests io treftt; 
On which he revell'd with wiconscioas smart, 
To die deep»wo«iding of his oeighboaf^s 
heart." 

David was rodsed at soch a croel deed. 
And saw it" right that justice should snoceed, 
IVheo, aa a judge i» whom « «ase was brought. 
He thus oondemu'd it; and be thus was caught : 
^ As iive9 the Ldrd, who will all actions try, 
The man thus guilty shall assuredly die, 
And from his flock fouifold he shall restore. 
The kmb so taken flom the man so poor ; 
Becimse he acted so unjust a part. 
And show'd no pity-*but a haiden'd heart." 

This said— the prophet in reply began : 
«( The guilt ef this Is tbiBe.«^tbo«artthe men V 
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He ptOMd a moment, deep to fix the ttroke, 
Bat ere replj, thus in addition vpoke : 
^Thoasalth tbe Lord: I tocdc thee Irom the 

plain, 
A theplierd's life, o^er Israel to reign ; 
Delivei^d thee when on tlie brhik to fall, 
And safely freed thee from the wrath of SanI | 
His palaoe ga?e thee, and his boondless store. 
His wireS) lib treasnre, and his sovereign power; 
And if thy oondiict had in all been tnie^ 
I woald hare atade thee vast additions too^ 
M J many favoars I wontd not repress, ' 
Bmt til my blessing I woold fordier bless ;* 
Why then birsaka thy Lord's eommaBd, (Us 

»i«ht,) 
And do soch evils hi hk holy sight! 
Thon vileiy iiast ii noniage bed deikd. 
Become the father of a apnrioos chfld. 
And IdUU Uriah l-^Venjgeance then Is mlne^ 
And blast and soflferingy as tiiy ^«e, a» thine ! 
Kiipw dien^ for snch a disregard of me| 
A train of evils are entaiPd on thee. 
The swofd shall not from thee its rage deoiine) 
And tfioa shalt witness that all powv is ndne ; 
For, thongh thy deeds have been tn seiftoet 

done, 
Yet I will ponish as before the son 1'' 

David confounded stood at snch a doom^ 
He saw his crimson gaiit, and what shonldoome; 
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For be beheld what was in jnitice dtte, 

And bis heart trembled at the dismal view. 

He speechless mused, while rapid thought 

displayed 
His vast offeiice8-*-and he simk dismayed. 
At last he spoke, (bat deeply felt each word,) 
<< Ab, woe is me I — Fve ^im'd against the Lord." 
Too fiill to add, his tongue abruptly fell, 
And sOence spoke what language could Qot telk 

A solemn pause ensued ;*-^aGh woimded 
heart 
Felt — and b Caeling took a mutual part. 
At last the prophet, overpower'd to see 
The Idng^s contritien in such deep degree, 
His speech resumed, In milder tone, again, 
And somewhat soften'd his o'erwhelming pain; 
For, though compunction did but short appear^, 
It was heartfelt, most pungent and s^ere ; 
Which Nathan witness'd-- and commissloi^d 

still. 
He further thus r^Veal'd his Maker's will : 
^< Though thy offences ace of deepest dye^ 
Y^t 'tis not doom'd that thou thyself shalt die ; 
Thy sin, as shi, is past ; yet hear and know, 
That life for life must in the infbnt go ; 
And thanks be thine, that thus transfsffr'd 

shall be 
Such mild atonement for the crime in thee. 



<84 DAVID. 

Yet as thy sins to enemies afford 
Pretext to lessen and'bbspbeme thy Lord, 
He will not pass them, but let others see 
Thy deeds are pnnish'd as they ought to be." 

The prophet closed ; and hafing done his paH 
He leaves him moaming with a broken heart. 
With tears add prayers in supplicating strain 
Once more the faronr of his God to gain. 

Soon the poor infant, stradk by secret blas^ 
In plaintiTe Illness sicken'd to its last ; " 
The sight of which, so consdoas of the blame, 
The king distress'd, and all his powers o'ercamej 
For its deep groans and soffering tones impart 
A sting of conscience to his gniity heart. 
To earth he fell, and, in a contrite prayer, 
Begged that the Lord woald still the lufant spire ; 
And there in sorrow laid through all theiaight, 
Till mom diffused Hs oriental light ; 
Slighting all comfort from his friends around 
To serve with bread, or raise him from the gvomid. 
Some tedious days the suffering infant past. 
And on the seventh it calmly breathed its last 
Sad news they thought to meet the father'if ear, 
And far too poignant for his heart to bear ; 
<< For how," said they, << can he be made to know, 
And not overwhelm him in a flood of woe. 
Since we beheld him with such sorrows strive 
While yet the child was in our arms aUve ?" 
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This secret whispering David now perceived, 
And soon the servants from their straits relieved, 
For from the ground he quickly nused his head, 
Ai|d shortly qnestion'd-^^^^ Is the infant dead?" 
«< Yes— he is dead," they answer hira with fears, 
And look to see his grief in floo<k of tears ; 
Bnt qaite reverse ; for sorrows seem'd to cease. 
And his mind settle, reconciled in peace* 
Up now he rose ; shook off his deep distress* 
To self resume, to wash, anoint, and dress : 
And thus refreshed, and thus again restored. 
He sought the temple of his gracious Lord, 
To whom, as due, and as the first in thought, 
His thanks and praise in gratitude he brought, 
And deeply humbled, all he made to bow. 
In reverent fear, and soul-prostrated awe. 

This duty now perform'd, he homeward bent, 
And took refreshment, settled and content, 
Brooding no longer on the things now past. 
No more disposed to shed his tears and fast* 

The thoughtful servants stood amazed to see. 
And wondered why such signal change could be* 
At last some ventured, and the silence broke. 
Who meekly thus interrogating spoke : 
^' May't please the king permission to afford 
To ask a question of our honour'd lord. 
From those who in the griefs that swell'd his heart 
Participated in an ample part. 
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May then we knoir why thoa shouldst raoam 

and weep 
While the child l|vedy and rigid fastiog keep ; 
But when 'tb dead, and now fat ever lost) 
Thoa art no more with such afSiictions tostj 
Bat hast cast off thy late distressing pain. 
And, joy'd, we see thee as thyself again ?" 

The king retom'd, and from their wonden 

freed. 
Whilst mildly thas he reconciled the deed : 
<< While the child lived, I pray'd and kept a Cut, 
In hopes thereby that Grod would bless at last. 
And spare the mfant ; bat this now is o'er ; 
The child is gone, and will retom no more ; 
The trying conflict I behold to cease, 
And Donght remains to discompose my peace* 
Yes, he is gone, f rdm whence none can icstore, 
Where pains and sickness shall be known no 

more : 
Yes, dear lost child, thoa canst not come to me, 
But I must follow, and shall go to thee«" 

Some mouths roU'd oo, with all thus reoonciled, 
When to their joy was bom another child ; 
A prodigy io nature !— such an one 
As no glad father ever oall'd a son ! 
Solomon, the wise ;•— whom sacred page 
Renowns for wisdom down through every age : 
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One who of hnman knowledge gain'd racb store 
As none of mortals ever knew before : 
Whose deep researches to the view nnfnrl'd 
A fnnd of treasures to a wondering world ; 
Which e'en to us, in multifarioas kind. 
Strongly exhibit a transcendent mind. 
Yet after all, when boonteonslj were gif^n 
Treasures on earth, and blessings down from 

heaven. 
With matchless wisdom, all things here to know, 
From the stupendons to the least below ; 
Riches and grandeur — ^honour's highest name — 
To rule as king of kings, and first in fame. 
With every gift that mortals here can have, 
Whatever will could wish, or passions crave ; 
Yet happiness, alas ! he seldom knew. 
For at each grasp the object further flew ; 
Insatiate still, a vacuum rack'd his breast ; 
A something wanting— -something onpossess'd ; 
When back recounting all his pleasures past, 
He sammM them up to this amount at last: 
^^ That all that man, as man, could here enjoy 
Had their vexations and a sure alloy ; 
For all was vanity and vacant show ; 
And disappointment mark'd all things below." 

* Leaving domestic cares, again we go 
To war's sad ravage, and the house of woe ; 
For Joab now on Rabbah made advance. 
Nor spared the havoc of the wandering lance. 
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The citf jieldiog to his powdrAil swdrd. 

He sends a message to foyit^ his lord : 

" Ck>niie,^ says this general, •* come, my kmg, 

and see 
The city taken^ lest it fall tb me^ 
Whilst ip thy name it should itself resign. 
And to thy honour grace the page of time." 

At this the king prepares without delay, 
Collects vast numbers, and drives on lib way, 
All with flush'd spirits, so secure to gain 
The humbled relics of the sufferfaig pkia. 
Arrived ;*-the weakened city holds no more, 
But all surrenders to superior power, 
And e'en its king, whose pond^hms m>wo beffeews 
A glittering trophy to the victor's browtu 
A crown with stonee of biilliaat hues embossM, 
And bumish'd gold in tastefiil splendour ciws'd. 
But here all ends not^ though a wretched state, 
For keener sufferings on the people wait ; 
The king*— his subjects— -^nd what life sustain 
Complete the slaughters of the hapless plain : 
All ondistinguish'd fall ;*-i-child— ^hosband-i— wife) 
In final exist to the laat of life ! 

Thus all extinct, a weighty mass of store, 
Spoils of the conquered, o'er the land they bore^ 
Which to the city in high triumph came^ 
Whilst crowds of thmiaands bkted t^ victoi's 
name. 
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NotkKig had DffUi trioa^'d in Uijqji 
Belbre refwses his deligbit alloy ; 
Not foils in war, nor from a foreign foe, 
But homebred evils, and jdomestic woe« ( 

Ho had a danghter of engaging mien, 
Postess'd of beantj^-of her sex the qoetti ; 
For whom lier brother Amnon ▼ilelj came 
To foster feelings ^ a lawless flame : 
He craved the damsel; bat, as nsnal then, 
These daughters seldom intermix'd with men, 
And thus debarred access, he dragg'd the pain 
Of disappointment, and he craved in vain. 
Restless, lie sank ; which soon his cousin saw, 
Jonadab, the subtle, and to him a foe. 
Amaon he questions—^ Why thos day by day. 
My friend should sicken, and so waste away ! 
For strange it is, when every bliss seems thine, 
That than shouldst droop, and in thy person 

pine. 
Wilt thoa not tell me then ?•— yes, tell, that I 
May root the cause — or to alleviate try.'* 

This friendly qoestton soon the truth nnveiPd, 
And brought to light what long had been con- 

ceal'd: 
He briefly told him in return again, 
*^ 'Tis love for Tamar causes, all my paio." 
« 

Enoi^h was said ; it set his busy friend 
Schemes to invent to gai'n a wicked end ; ' 

o 
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Th' impediinehts be krieir tSmtblock'd his waj; 
Hence thus he taught the guileful pert to piaj : 
^ Feign thyself sick, with pains from foot to 

head; - 
When soon, thy father will attend thy bed ; 
Where looks will tell that thy complaints are trae ; 
Then ask a favour to. thy sufferings due, 
To send thy sister to prepare some paste, 
That she may bake it to thy dainty taste, 
And then when busied in that favour'd hour 
She will be subject to thy stronger pow^." 

Thus, as projected, soon the father 's led 
In strong affection to the sickly bed. 
Where with distress he hears his son complain 
Of sinking sickness, and of pinching pain ; 
Then soon returns, for he could nought refuse, 
And orders Tamar unto Amnon's house. 
Some cakes to bake, his tedious taste to please. 
And kindly* study to promote his ease. 
With speed she goes, most anxious to pi%pare 
The grateful morsel with a sister's care, 
And of suspicion void, performs her part 
With all dispatch and sympathy of heart. 
How canst thou, Amnon, then such service pay 
With vile misconduct on that very day ! 

The mess was brought ; — but as spme frieods 
were near. 
He would not taste until the room was clear. 
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These gone ; he quickly call'd the lovely maid, 

And thus deceiving, in soft language taidt 

^^ Now be thou pleased to bring the gratefiil 

treat, 
That from thy hands .1 may arise and eat«'' 
The fair one then, by duteous ardour led, 
Took up the cakes, and near approach'd the bed. 
When he abrupt : " My love is strong to thee ; 
Come then, my sister, yield thyself to me." 
She turn'd ; — ^bnt quickly forth he stretch'd iiis 

arm, 
Seized on her robe, and held her in alarm. 
So caught, she reasoned, as she trembling stood. 
And thus address'd him in a moving mood : 
" No ! brother, let me from thy grasp be freed, 
Nor stain thine honour by so foul ai deed ; 
For no such thing io Israel should be. 
Then Heaven forbid it unto thee and me. 
Jf thus bereaved, ah ! whither could I go ^ 
To hide my blushes, and relieve my woe h 
And as for th^e, would not thy shame succeed ? 
^ A fool,' thy stigma, and abhorr'd the deed. 
Then rather ask the king (a wiser part) 
To give my hand — and thou shalt have my heart; 
For he is kind, and when his sons apply 
He seldom does the father's gift deny." 
Thus glad to shift by strong or weak excuse, 
Relief she pleaded from the foul abuse, 

o 2 
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Whibi; batbed in tean, with tremblini^ lips she 

fpoke; 
Bat all recoil'd as billows from ^e rock^ 
For DO attention to her plaint he paid^ 
But by his strength overcame the struggling inai4* 
His end obtatn'df he knows no middle state. 
For now his passions tarn reversed to hate ^ 
E*en so opposed to one his late delight, 
As not to bear her to remain in sight : 
He then abruptly bids her to depart, 
Regardless of her tears and heaving heart 
<^ Nay," she replied, <^ enough of grief I know, 
Then add no bitters to my cup of woe, 
For if such treatment to the rest succeed, 
It will e'en double the atrocious deed. 
Consider then — let me thy pity share, 
Nor drive me onward to complete despair/' 
But callous still to what her feelings claim. 
He persevered in harden'd deeds of shame ; 
It matters not what plaint accosts his ear ; 
Still void the sigh, and vain the falling tear. 
For resolute, and not at once obey'd. 
He calls his servants his commands to aid : 
*' Come," says he roughly, " for I need your 

power ; 
Banish this woman, and secure the door." 

The servile pages, while they feel remorse^ 
Expel the sufferer by reluctant force, 
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Who sbvly moves, with wringiDg hands, to (^' 
Forlorn, and wandering overwhelm'd in woe. 
TIuis 8poil*d — in grief her costlj robe she tore,. 
The rich attire which royal virgins wore ; 
Spread ashes on her aabnm locks and head, 
On which she placed tier hand, and weeping 

■tray*d : 
Strong' emblems these, in action, gloom, and 

dress, 
Of her hearUren^gs, and her deep distress. 

In this sad plight soon A.bsalom she meets. 
Who, all astonish'd, thns his sister greets ; 
^ Alas ! dear sister, what has come to thee? 
Speak— and reveal — and pat thy trast in me ; 
For I feel anxions that I may in love 
The brooding angnish of thy soul remove." 

Thus kindly qnestion'd ;-~while her teiirs 
prevail. 
She sobs, and blnshes, and reveals the tale. 
A catting tale to penetrate the ear 
From one he ioved--^ sister very near* 
Deeply he felt, and hardly brook'd the pain 
From soch a condnct, and so foal a stain. 
Which oft m after-times distarb'd hia rest ; 
Bat close be kept it in his fostering breast. 
Nor once.to any one his thonghts reveai'd, 
W hat sabtle caation in his bosom seal'd : 

o3 
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Bat lor fhe present he most kisdlj strove 
Ti> soothe her mind, and manifest his love; 
Then thns he toros in sympathetic strain : 
<' I feel, mj sister^ for thy poignant Y^in^ ' 
But seal thy lips, nor for the deed defune 4 • 
fle is our brother ;-— we ^onld shane Hie shame* 
Then to my house thy devious steps direct^ 
Where I will succour, and fi^m harm protect, 
And where thou shalt all consolation find 
That I can render/to thy drooping nuod.'^ 

Here a pi^ernal care the sufferer found 
As balm to soften and to heal h^r weond ; 
Coming thus opportune to give reUef 
When sunk and lost as in a flood of grief. 
Then bathed in tears her grateful thanks s^e 

paidy 
Nor to the welcome home her steps delay'd; • 
< For an asylum she rejoiced to find 
Where she might dwell recluse, add caljm ber 

mind. 
There for a while, beneath her brother's icare 
Her residence she makes, with peace her share^ 
Although from retrospects the eye appears 
At times full pregnant with a flood of tears. 
Nor is it long before events again 
Her wounds re-open, and renew her pain ; 
For ere two years in circling round succeed^ 
Amnon pays dear for his lascivious deed ; 
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And this too by a fratricidal bloir, 

A brother's act, that added to her woe, 

E'en by that very brother, who thus kind 

Had soothed her anguish, and relieved her mind. 

Rumours afloat, soon to the palace bring 
The shameful tidings to apprize the king, 
That make him wroth against his graceless child, 
Who thus in incest had the maid defiled ; 
But remedy was past — the deed was done, 
And condemnation rested with the son. 
To whom indeed, in an unbiassed view, 
For such a crime great punishment was due ; 
Yet as with Joab, here we see again 
Want of due rigour, justice to sustain. 
And see with wonder how such weakness can. 
By partial views, o'ercome so firm a man; 
But here, as sometimes wont, the tender part 
Prevail'd, and left him with a wounded heart ; 
For such his grief that rack'd his troubled breast, 
By night it haunted, and by day opprest : 
Yet with rebuke and counsel all past o'er. 
And time restored them to their state before. 



END OF BOOK THE EIGHTH. 



O 4 



DAVID 



mok m 0ii^ 



o5 



ARGUMENT. 

Absalpm holds a sheepHshearin; feast-^At this oppor- 
tonitj he devises means to have his brother Amnon slain 
for his tiase oooduct to his sister Tamar. — David and \ui 
whole hoose lament the catastrophe. — Absalom become 
a voluntary exile for the deed, and talces refuge under the 
king of Geshur. — In three years* time he is restored to liis 
native land and city, by the artful contrivance of Joab.— 
After his return he ungratefully sets up in princely stjle, 
and endeavours to disaffect the people to the king« his 
father, in order to usurp his throne. — He goes with tvo 
thousand men in his train to Hebron, to be there pro- 
claimed king. — David and his household leave the coart 
in fear and distress. — In their flight Ziba meets them, 
and gains upon David, by craft, an uigust grant from hioi' 
— Shimei curses and abuses David in his adversity. 
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iSooft tie ia.int|^« 



Twice had the globe perfonned its annaal race 
'^ Poised on its axis in anbouDded space, 

ii Aod brought again, through frigid winter past, 

^ The season when the flocks their fleeces cast. 

Now Absalom, who held a country seat, 
Prepares to shear, and give a rural treat, 
Where rarest fowls ^ to grace the feast were bred^ 
The calf well fatted, and the lambkin fed. 
With wines the richest, and in store profuse ; 
But all designed for an atrocious use* 
For this he calls a round of friends to aharc 
The jovial banqoH o^er his bleating care, 
^ut first he must his royal sire invite, 
Who from his station holds the prior right ; 
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Wluch he performs as with a filial mind, 
Though more disposed to leave the king bebiad. 
David refused, as more than right to spend, 
Should be with -all his equipage attend. 
He urged it not, but importnnely prest 
For Amnon's presence, and with him the rest, 
As it would strange appear to every friend 
If none should from his father's house attend. 
This all seem'd pleasant, generous, aod kind; 
But veil'd a plot for evil ends design'd. 

David, unconscious of such views, consents, 
No grief foreboding in the day's events. 
But pleased that thus they might in friendship 

pay 
A social visit, and enjoy the day ; 
Tet gave his blessing, knowing that the bowl 
At such carousals often taints the soul. 
Though distant far the thought that it wouid 

tend 
To gender discord, and with death would eqd. 

Such good success a stimulus became 
To Absaloip's revenge, and fed the flame ; 
He therefore goes with confidence and speed, 
Bold to disclose his pre-concerted deed, 
Tet not to those who could and would prevent, 
By wiser counsel, such a dire event. 
But those selected from his servile crew 
^hose callous minds would aid his sanguine view. 
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These now convened, before their master stood, 
And from his month received this charge of blood : 
<< Long have you known,'^ says he, ^^ what none 

should know, 
Our source from Amnon of domestic woe. 
In which in justice death became his due ; 
And now that justice I commit to you* 
Know then my. will ; — wheri at the jovial feast 
The fumes of wine begin to swell his breast, 
Just at my word, ere I can close my breath, 
Rise you as one, and strike with certain death. 
Fear not what may to such an act succeed. 
For I command, and will defend the deed ; 
Then let the courage of the valiant warm. 
And deal the vengeance with a powerful arm.'^ 

Such an unnatural speech might well have 
fill'd 
Each breast with horror, and each feeling chill'd ; 
But the reverse — they all obsequious stand 
Ready and rash to deal the dire command. 

The day arrived — ^the brethren prompt attend. 
And for th' enjoyment many a social friend ; 
All blithe in aspect, having left all care. 
For buxom pleasures, and a bounteous fare. 
The feast began ; hilarity arose, 
And Amnon jovial, though amidst his foes ; 
With jocund heart he push'd the goblet round, 
And joined in choms to the music's-sound, 
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Till the brisk juice with potent guile liegan 
To rob the senses, and unman the man. 

Now came the tragic scene ! <^ To arms, arise !*' 
The murd'ring brother to th' assassins cries. 
No sooner said, than, eager for the strife, 
They rush on Amnon to deprive of life ; 
And short the conflict 1 for a mortal woand 
Soon lays the victim prostrate on the ground. 
A piteous eye on Absalom he cast. 
But then too late— the fatal stroke had past, 
• And filmy dimness quickly quenchM the sight, 
To wrap in shades of never ending night. 
Life could not be recall'd — ^speech was denied ; 
He sicken'd — fainted — breathed his last, and 
died! 

AstonishM at the sad heart-rending sight. 
The trembling brothers only thought of flight; 
For next to him, they had much cause to fear 
They might the burden of his vengeance bear, 
Since with the deed none could the reason know 
Why he was singled for the deadly blow. 
Thus struck with awe, and terror in each face, 
They haste from danger, and desert the place ; 
With beating hearts and greatest speed obtain 
Their rich-trimm'd mules, and drive along the 

plain, 
The thong well plying on each labouring beast, 
Glad thus with life to quit the fatal feast. 
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Where now the music and the mirthfal mind 
Fly off at once, and mourning leave behind. 

« 

Though quick their speed, yet news still 
quicker went, 
And iis it posted magnified th' event, ' 
E'en to th' extent, ere it could David gain, 
<< That this vile son had all his brethren slain !" 
The king, who entered into full belief. 
Felt the keen anguish of parental grief. 
And in th* excess his royal robe he tore. 
Mourning for all, as in the world no more ; 
The servants too in sympathy accord, 
Faithful in feeling with their suff'riog lord. 

Thus hastily they moum'd, with garments 
rent, 
In full assurance of the sad event ; 
When Jonadab (who more of matters knows, 
As well he may, for he was much the cause) 
Beholds the king indulge excessive grief. 
And thus explaining tries to give relief: 
^^ Let not thy fears deem all the princes gone, 
For be assured the loss is only one : 
That one is Amnon, who has dearly paid 
For his misconduct to the injured maid ; 
For Absalom in secret, well I know. 
Has meditated some revengeful blow ; 
Then moderate thy grief, for I maintain. 
With firm belief, that he alone is slain. 
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Just as he closed^ the watch who stooS the 
day 
Beheld a trab quick posting on the way, 
And Jonadab ieipprized, who, glad io bring 
Such welcome tidings to the suffering king, 
In haste addressed him to relieve the stroke, ' 
And thus confirming to the monarch spoke : 
*' See ! yonder see !-— what I have said is tree, 
The rest are coming, and are full in idew.** 

Soon they arrive, establish what was said, 
^^ That they escaped, but left their brother dead " 
This served to blunt the agony of grief. 
Though very short of giving full relief: 
For though the act might be confined to one, 
Yet there was death, and Amnon surely gone ; 
Gone too by means which greatly added pain, 
In cool contrivance by a brother slain. 
Hence now on him alone their sorrows torn. 
For whom the house in general feeling mourn; 
But David feels in chief the wounding stroke, 
For in none else the father's woes awoke ; 
And oft did he his tears in private pay, 
On sad remembrance of that tragic day« 

The author of this deed dared not to stand 
Within the bounds of his offended land, 
But, feeling guilt with strong convictive force. 
To distant parts he quickly bent his coarse ; 
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To .Geshnr'a plains he all alone withdrew. 
And fled that justice so direct his dae, 
Where screened, he took his destitute abode, 
A self-made exile with a foreign brd« 

Threo years thus spent since this ?ile deed 
was done, 
The father felt for his transported son, 
This distant fugitive, in measure lost, 
Become a stranger to his natal coast ; 
Tet close he kept it^ though sometimes th^ tmfH 
Betray'd the feelmgs of his troubled heart. 
This urtful Joab at the last perceived. 
Espoused the cause, and thus the case relief cd. 
In Tekoah lived a female, who profound 
In arts and shrewdness, was afar renown'd. 
To her he sends ; — she readj to fulfil 
His urgent sununons, hastes to know his will. 
He then propounds : ^< I need thy friendly aid 
To feign a mourning for thy kindred dead ; 
E'en to the king to personate a tale. 
To gain him o'er, where intercessions fail*" 
Fit for the mission, quick she gives consent, 
Though yet a stranger to the chiefs intent. 
Then deep he clothes her in a sable weed, 
And gives direction how she shall proceeds- 
How grief to feign as on the tragic stage, 
The doleful accent, and the frantic rage ; 
What tale U> tell; — ^when questioned what to say— 
How to entreat, and for what purpose pray* 
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Thus funiishM^ to the king she wandering 

stray'd, 
And soon before him as a suppllaot laid, 
Low at his feet prostrated on the groond, 
In seeming anguish, and in grief profound. 
<^Help! help! O king I"-— in faultering words 

she said, 
'^ Thj servant help, in deepest trouble laid." 

To whom the king, in wonder and surprise : 
^^ Come tell thj grief, and from the dust arise." 

By this encouraged, from the earth she rose, 
And thus depicted her sad tale of woes : 
<^ I am a widow, and lament the dead, 
A dear lost husband, low in ashes laid'; 
And in addition to i^ widow's woe, 
I now am doom'd a mother's grief to know; 
Two sons were mine, who, as they tilM the field, 
Strove with each other ; — neither will'd to yield, 
Which proved the death of one ; enough to rend 
A parent's breast ;— -yet here is not the end, 
But I must Mill a further' apgutsh know 
To higher fill my bitter cup of woe; 
For all my household rise and ^peak as one. 
To wreak tbeir wrath on my stirviving soki ; 
My only ^n ! the comfort of my age. 
Become the object of tbeir party rage^ 
Whom they would kill ; — ^his life they say is dae 
' In retribution for the son he slew. 
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If so-<*they take the pnly joy I claim, 
Nor leave my husband in the world a name ; 
But by the deed cut off the heir at law, 
Ahd end, my life in bitterness and woe.^ 
Help then, O king .1 be pleased to grant relief, , 
And ward thy handmaid from so great a grief ; 
That blessings may on thy good deeds descend. 
Prosper thy reign, and cro^^n thy latter end." 

To this the king returned : ^^ I hear thy 
prayer, 
And be assured it shall have needful care. 
Go to thy house — fear not — confide in me, 
And I will give my charge concerning thee." 

E'en this obtained reach'd not th' import^&t 
end 
For which, she plotted for her absent friend ; 
Hence still she perseveres to gain her mind^ 
By stronger tie th' unwary king to bind ; 
And warmly begs, with an expressive eye, 
That he would say, ^^ Her darling should not 

die." 
And adds, to clear the way, the grant to gain. 
That all the wron^g shall on her house remain, 
If any error oo^ld be upider^tood 
In such, a rescue from a spene of blood : 
^^ Yes," firmly she repeats, ^^ if blame should be» 
I will the burden bear, and gladly free." 
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The Uog temmeBz ^11 tlM Aotfiflt Imiii 

Bring here th# man, and thou ihtlfc jiM^oe gun. 
For be shail mercy at thy will implerey 
That none in fatare may offend thee move.'' 

Tlioagh thus snccessful, yet it did not eome 
Quite to tlie point to bring the matter iiome; 
Slie therefore ventares to be fnrther bold, 
And thua by art to gain a better hold $ 
<^ Be pleased, O Idog 1 to bear in mind thy God, 
Who mercy shows os though He enrays the rod : 
Snch are his attrlbntes; ttien may my lord 
These nobly follow, and relief afford. 
That blood'avengers may tlieir foiy ceas^ 
And by thy mandate be eompell'd to peace } 
No more to dare my remnant to destroy. 
Nor tonch^to hart my last and lo¥ely boy* * 
Greal; deeds be thine 1 and snch as warmly miM 
From gialeful subjects the return of praiBe*; 
And I the first will rnnch ascribe to &ee^ 
It such a blessing thou confer on va^* 

Thus her petition she in ardour prest, 
And warmly beggM i» be at onoe redressed ; 
When DftTid, to raiieve h«p anadoas learsti 
And wipe away her well-dissembled tears^ 
ThiisGondeficending gave Us final word. 
Which she accepted as her peace restored: 
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<^ Comp^Ae thyself, and to thy house wf^lty 
For I will saccour, and defend thy hek ; 
As Utos the IxMrd, and here snstaina as all, 
One hair jErom lum I will not grant to falL" 

This was enongh at last;— the bond was 
seal'd. 
And time at hand for all to be reveal'd, 
Bat ere applied she gently smoothed her way, 
And leave thus beggtd for what she had to say : 
^ I thank thy goodness, and paternal care 
In granting this — ^the object of my prayer ; 
Bat if permitted by my gracious lord, 
I cra?e the freedom of another word, 
Which if it please thee will at once increase 
Thy heart«felt comforts, and thy kindred's peace." 

<< Say on !^~the king in fall bat briefly said, 
When thus the case before his view she laid ': 
'^ I trast my Lord will not indnlge offence 
At these my pleadings— though in mere pretence, 
Since 'tis not for myself this cause I- bring, 
But as a subject loyal to my king ; 
For thus in figure, and by this disguise, 
*Tis my sole wish to point where error lies. 
For is it right to thus restrain from home 
A son, whose exile is too hard become. 
Which he must deeply feel, nor thee ibrget. 
While his exclusion all the land regret? 
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Aad sure my lord must also bear his part. 

For he possesses a snsceptive heart. 

Then be thoa pleased to break his galling chain. 

And let as see him once retamM again. 

That no such fetters may thy son annoy, 

To damp domestic mid die general joy*" 

r 

The king was pleased within, bat mosed a 
while; 
Then thus retam'd as he suppressed a smtlfe : 
<< The drift is artfal, which thou thus hast planned, 
But I suspect Cbou hast a helping hand ; 
Say then, if I on Joab judge amiss ; 
Has he not had the greatest share in this ? " 

The matron paused ; — but thus abrnptly caught, 
It from her lips this frank confession brought : 
^' 'Tis true, my lord ; and surely thou must be 
Well versed In mystics such a fact to see : 
Then I will tell, for things are hard to keep 
From one empower'd to penetrate so deep. . 
I then acknowledge to the certain fact 
That all the scheme was Joab's cunning act. 
'Twas he who, close in loyal ardour bound, 
Devised the wile thy royal will to sooad : 
He taught me how the subject first to break. 
And how in covert to my king to speak, 
By any means his sovereign's grant to gain 
To break the bonds that liberty restrain. 
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Then be thou pleased in kindness to commatid 
His restoration to his native land, 
That joy again: thy subjects may possessi 
And he thy goodness «nd thy mercy bless." 

Djivid rejoicied ; yet pleasure heconceal'd^ 
Except what stole away in looks reveal'd : 
He here breaks off, and lets the woman go, 
No nlore his .fee ling or his will to know ; 
But an. admittance Joab soon receives, 
To whom the king this grateful order gives : 
'^ My word has pass'd — ^though I perceived not 
all; 

Yet let it serve the banish'd to recall ; 
Your wills be granted, for I now perceive, 
A strong attachment, and the people grieve. 
Go then, but let the welcome deed be thine. 
And fetch this erring, exiled son of mine ; 
For time enough is spent in distant land 
To claim protection from a foreign hand ; 
Yet let him not my palace dare to see. 
But dwell secluded from the court an*d me.'' 

Well pleased is Joab thus to gain his end, 
By any means to serve his banish'd friend ; 
When to the ground he bends in reverence low. 
And gives this answer as he makes his bow : 
^^ I thank my king, who thus hast bent thine ear 
This supplication in good will to hear, 
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Aod bait been pleased to let thy servaot see 
Sach coodeflceiiBioD to thj son and me^ 
Theo may this son, to whom thy love appears, 
Retain to bless thee, manyi many years." 

Thb said, he rose ; to Geshnr sped away. 
Before his prince the welcome news to'^lay ; 
Who hears the tidin|^ with a raptaroos joy. 

As If no troubles coald again annoy. 

The gallant chieftain now he loads with praise 

For the bright prospect on his future days. 

And quick prepares in ardour to regain 

Tlie long lost comforts of his native plain. 

Ere long he stept upon the wish'd for land. 

Escorted by this military handy 

Whom thus retliming many subjects meet, 

Joy at his freedom, and with ardour greet ; 

Then join procession, in thb biythe return 

Of one who pleased, and could each rank adorn ; 

His person such ; — grand, and of stately height. 

With limbs athletic, and an arm of might ; 

Correctly featured-— where the dimpled smile 

Could speak the heart, or play the pranks of 

guile; 
Of fine complexion, where dififusely spread 
The blushing tincture of a healthy ted. * 

His head full-fumish'd with rich growth of hair. 
Which, trimm'd with taste, gave a majestic air : 
Of address free, and studious to please ; 
Of temper mild, and every act at ease. 
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That when sarvey'd and criddsed arottttd 
From head to foot, no bleonBh cooid be fixuid, 
E'en 80 complete in all| he stood as one 
Whom few coold equal, and exceed him none. 



Hb home he reach'd, and was with joy 
IVheie as a subject he in private Hved. 
A wife, a daughter, and three sons were Us, 
Who form'd a circle of domestic bliss. 
The daughter^ Tamar, from her aunt waa named, 
And like her father was for beanty famed, 
MThose docile manners with her beauty stiOTe, 
To gain attraction^ and to kindle love. 
Bat though such comforts he poe8e8i*d at home, 
Tet his restraint was irksome now become $ 
For two long years had pass'd their time away, 
Gloomy by night, and wearisome by day« 
He then resolves his liberty to gain. 
And break asunder his coercive chain ; 
Or in th^ attempt, his father's will to know, 
And risk th' infliction of a greater woe* 
For Joab then he sends, to gain this end, 
Who late liad acted his adherent friend, 
In confidence that he will now once move 
Afford his aid full freedom to restore. 

A message goes ;— but no return is made ; 
And though repeated, no respect is paid* 
This grieved the prince ; to force him now he tries. 
By hostile means, with this severe device : 

P 
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He calls his servants, and he bids them go 
To 'Joab*s barley in the field below, • - 

A loaded crop, brown for the hanrest, near^ 
And burn the whole e'eo to the latest car. 
At this command the fire was soon employ'd^ 
And all the produce of the field destroyed. 

When this destruction came to Joab's ear 
It made him quick before his prince appear, 
To whom he goes abmptly to enquire. 
Why they so rudely set his field on fire. 
The prince returned : ^< Well! — ^now thon com'st 

in haste 
When thus thy produce is reduced to waste ; 
But not before, when callM and calPd again. 
For every summons was but sent in vkin, 
Though well apprized I wanted thee to go 
To speak the king, his further mind to know ; 
For I am weary thus my time to spen:), 
CrampM in my freedom, and to know no end. 
Then be it now thy care to speed away. 
My suffering case before the king to lay, 
To tell him how in weary bonds I stand, ' 
Who greater freedom found in Geshur's land ; 
A land I left in buoyant hope to gain 
My rights with others on my native plain. 
Fo( why thus shackled, when I sure shoald be 
At least like subjects— like a subject, free ! 
Nay, rather ask that I may see his face, 
And if full pardoa'd meet a kind embrace: 
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Or if, reverse, I jhould deserve to die, 

I may stand ready, and with death comply ^'^ 

As Joab foand it was unsafe to stand 
Against this powerful and determined hand, 
No compliments the haughty chieftain pays, 
But his command obsequiously obeys, 
Lest worse correction may be next employ'd 
Than this, the treasures of his field destroy'd ; 
For though in states well-poised the people know 
A just protection by an equal law, 
Where e'en a prince, though he a sceptre wield^ 
Must to the rights of his dependents yield ; 
Yet here, alas, too oft reverse we find ; 
The will is law, and justice lags behind ; 
The great — the wealthy — what they wish fulfil. 
And those below them must abide the ill. 
Theo let us prize it, we who better know ' 

Of upright judgment, and impartial law. 
Where justice doth by prompt decision strike, 
And makes the powerful and the weak alike. 
Joab successful proved ; — the king was won 
To grant full pardon, and to see his son : 
The SOD rejoiced, and soon with starting tears 
Before his father at the court appears. 
When met, he made a suppliant bow profound, 
So low descending as to touch the ground ; 
When David raised him from his humble place, 
And seal'd his pardon with a kind embrace, 
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Whibt beaming pleasure spai^kled ifl each eje. 
And spoke the langoage of a matual joj. 
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Thas reconciled — ah, might \t long reouuo! . 
And years of comfort be restored again. 
But Oh ! how restless is the haman will, 
Let loose to roam, and all its lusts fulfil ; 
We here, alas 1 in this example find 
What woes succeed licentiousness of mind. . 
Restored ; now Absalom perverts the uw 
Of his choice blessing bj a foul abuse ; 
E'en where he should all gratitude have p^id^ 
He heapM afflictions on a parent's head, 
And brought upon himself, in guiltj strife, 
Loss of a kingdom, and the loss of life. ^ 

He had not long been thus completely free^ 
Before he plann'd a most atrocious deed. 
Unnatural act ! a rebel son to prove 
Against a father who deserved his love ;x 
One who so lately from a generous heart 
Had nobly acted the parental part. 
And one who seldom what was ask'd denied, . 
But towards his children show'd his weakest siof* 

; f . M 
Ah! David, thou hast often faced thy foes. 

And stood undaunted in the sacred cause ; , ,^ 

But one now rose, an offspring, worse thap all^ 

Than Gathian, Syrian, or the house of SauL 
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HcATt-r^idiiie thought! thatthj own son shonl^ 

rise, 
Thy state' td envy, and thj fall devise ; 
Who, on the wings of wild ambition borne, ^ 
Wisti^d to depose thee^ and possess thj throne. 
Severe chastisement I and made deeper too 
Bj this Conviction that the lash was due. 
That those predictions given, nor given to fail, 

, ¥ 

Though QnacoompHsh'd, now thj house assail| 
And for thy crimes that thou must feel the rod^ 
Of an offended, though loDg-suffering God. 

Now Absalom let loose, with secret guile 
Enjoys his freedom in a pompous style ; — 
A prihcely house he keeps — ^the table-store 
li rich in dainties-<-and he feeds the poor. 
A trua of horses form his noble stud. 
The best selected for their speed and blood : 
A change of chariots, varied, rich, and new, 
Wturl htm along, exciting public view; 
While fifty footmen, fleetest of the land, 
Hon on before, and honour^ state command. 
Though wont his time in higher life to spend, 
Yet for his purpose he could low descend, 
T' impress more strongly on the public mind, 
How they in him the friendly prince would find^ 
Hence in iii4 mornings, for the city gate 
He changed his bed of down, and waiting sat, 
Ac<5osted each ^ho came, their case to know, 
What was their suit, and what their want in law ; 
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What city from ? their state of health, and fare ? 
With all the tokens of pathetic care. 
And as a pledge of their succeeding hliss, 
He sometimes seal'd it with a fawning kiss ; 
Adding this caution oft, ^^ Be sure to see 
Thy canse well order'd, or alas for thee ! 
For now the king has none well-skilPd to sit 
In seat of judgment, for decisions fit. 
Sad are the times ! and for the people hard, 
To be so foiPd, and from their rights debarred* 
Ah might it not be so ! — might I but stand 
Id power and station to adjust the land, 
That all in need might only come to me, 
And I would justice for all parities see, 
Right all their wrongs, relieve the man opprest, 
And see the sufferings of the realm redrest" 

By arts like these, on shallow minds he gain'd, 
And in the breasts of thoughtless thousands 

reign'd ; 
For when the tide of popular applause 
Tarns to one point, straightway the carreat 

flows; 
The mass at objects rush with little thought. 
Their reason by excited feeling caught* 
So proved it here } — ^vain shadows they pursue, 
And feel it deeply when too late to rue. 

Now to the king goes Ab^lom in art^ 
With the pretensions of a zealous heart ; 
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" Be pleased," says he, ^Ho let thy serrant go 
And pay iu Hebron a religious vow ; 
For while in Syria I at Geshur staid 
A solemn vow before the Lord I made,^ 
That if He would restore me to my home, 
As now I see the happy moment come. 
Him would I serve, and He should ever be 
My God of worship, to my house and me." 

The king discovered not his real intent. 
Though what had past might threaten the event; 
And doubtless pleased in his dear son to find j 
Such dedication to possess his mind, . 
Says in retisrn : ^^ Keep steadfast to thy word ; 
Go^-'-and perform it faithful to thy Lord." 

Dismiss'd in. favour, to his home he goes, 
And courts the comforts of a night's repose. 
To soothe his conscience — all its checks allay^ 
And fit for toils in the succeeding day ; 
But agitations fill his anxious breast 
That drive away anticipated rest, 
-While floating visions rack his loaded brain, 
Aad for sweet slumbers give a night of paio. 
At last the rooming came, and with its ray 
Brought on the horrors of succeeding day ; 
Nor warning dreams nor ruminating thought 
The headstrong passions to their reason broaght, 
For now his agents are dispatch'd away 
On preparations for th' important day, 

p4 
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To give ibe walcil*v9rd to the land araond 
To find Bttealive to tlie trampet's soimd ; 
That when tbey hear it blown, they may aaoat 
Rise np io hail him on his father's throsM. 



To Hebfon now the prince witttdraws aw^ 
Two tboosand men at early blnsh of day. 
Who ignorant and innocent proceed, 
Dnamacions of the dark impending deed. 



The sacrifice was order'd ; — tbey prepare 
For sacred doties with all fomal care. 
And link reUgioas rites within the trun 
Of horrid plots the vilest ends to gain* 
Meanwhile the scheming prince sent forth a 

page 
In haste to Gibh to invite a sage, 
The wise Ahithophel, who oft had beeo 
His fathei^s aid in many a trying scene ; 
Whose high renown he thonght would . aire esas' 

mand, i^ 

And help his cause in the divided land ; 
For with the people all he said was rij^t, 
is tongne their wisdom, and his eye their sight 



Now strong the faction grew, adherenta fose^ 
To basely forward the nsorper's canse, 
Joining the son against his injnved sire, 
And madly bkHring the rdielUeaa fiie. 



BOOK IX. S%l 

Bft>itght to tUs point, tlie s^bret now is gen^; 
And sotiie who tremble for ^'eBdimger'ilihmiie^ 
To I^vid bear this sodden burst df Woe j 
And teQ at once how plottfog matters go $ - ^ 
How the whole land seem rising, e'en as one, 
His son to crown, and pl4Ci» him on' the throne. 

The king, confounded at the dfreftt! newr, ' 
The dreadful case in all Its horror tiews : 
The wound struck deep, and touchM a tender 

part, 
The finest feelings of a father's heart. 
Sore lamentation, and overwhelming fear, 
His senses iseize, and yerge him on despair. 
Against his son 'twas hard to urge the strife^ 
And risk in furious war his precious life ; 
And yet supineness might within an hour 
Prostrate his all beneath the rebel-power! 
What now must David do? where is the way 
When thus 'tis rain at his home to stay, 
Aud more at large to know not one to serve 
Bat whose allegiance may be prone to swert e ? 
At last in haste, In such domestic fright, 
He deems it safest to depend on flight ; 
For thoogh unusual from his foes to run, 
Yet things are dwnged^— 'tis only from his sou* 
Concluding so^ In floods of streaming tears, 
He thus expresses bb oppressiYe fears i 
^ Hard is my lot, lyf whkh yoy bew a part, 
And deeply wounding to a parent's beart| 
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Bat it is poTtioQ'd me through life to know 
My cap deep-tiDCtared, and brini-fall of woe ; 
And with all fortitude, though thus severe, 
I must my measure of affliction bear : 
But war we must forego, its honours shun, 
When thus between a father and a son. 
Then let us flee— self-preservation calls 
To leave for safety these devoted walls, 
For if we stay and our weak means employ 
They may the city and the court destroy »" 

This said, in generargrief and equal fear. 
All his domestics thus assent declare : 
<< As equal dangers bode beneath this dome, 
So let us share it in the risks to come ; 
Then as thou will'st, so we as one accord, 
And all stand ready to attend our lord.' 



»> 



United thus, to quit the place they rise. 
To seek their lot beneath the open skies. 
But leave ten concubines, whom less they mind, 
To be the guardians of the stuff behind. 

What strange reverse ! — ^bow great !-*^w 
short between 
A bouse of comfort, and this trying scene ; 
From albthe splendours which at court are known, 
To range the world with not a cot their own ! 
From an imperial height <a one short lu^ar, 
To cringe betieath the crowd, and dread ita pcnrtr; 
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E'en from that crowd Vitb eager haste to fly, 

Whose adalations lately rent the sky. 

But such the state of man ;*— how weaJt-^how 

strange, 
How light, unstable, and how prone to change ! 

Thus David and his house depart and moum^ 
Uncertain when, if ever, to return : 
And with them go six hundred men who stand 
His staunch adherents from a foreign land, 
Who through attachment had at venture come, 
And near his palace made their choice of home. 
Where they most firmly stood the dangerous 

ground 
When e'en his subjects proved untrue around. 
Amongst this number David noted one. 
The firm Ittai, then but lately gone^ 
Whom he addresses thus, with thoughtful care : ^ 
^^ And why com'st thou in these my griefs to 

share? 
Thou art a stranger, and an exile too. 
And feel'st enough without anothePs woe. 
Why then should I, when forced to wander far, 
Take thee to join, and run the risk of war ? 
Turn then again, and let thy brethren shart 
With thee a safer and a better fare, 
Leaving these hardships to my house w^ me ; 
And peace and mercy go alotig with ihee- 
Go then, and take the city's grateful, easey 
To dw€U in quiet and repose in peace*** 

y6 
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With fedlBg bettt the dtfiCa l«ot to 
While Mparitioii se^ttiM too hard t^beur- 
Hence to the klng^ whom he bdield dlstrert^ • < 
He tiobly thus his synpathy exprett : ^ 

<< At lives the Lord, and as now fives the kinf^ 
I cannot stoop to sach a dastard thmg ; 
For where then art, there shaU thy serf aaft b^ 
^nd life or dcatb«^the saan shall- ooase^to tai. 



M 



The king thns fiiidbg his attachttuat sMugi 
He oif ed no osore, hot took the whole* akng ^. 
Retnraing thaikks in trihate to his friend. 
Who thns resolved a toilsome time to spend, ' 
Instead of easej and oo retom to share ]< ^^ 
The rights of monarchs, and a somptnons haii 

To the Brook Kidroo move the monisfol tilia, 
And point their wanderhigs to thB desevt ptatt, 
With whom Priest Zadck and the LevitosaHi^ 
Who through the stream the ark in saM}' hrir ; 
And when the brook is past, till all an o'er 
They I'est the treasare on the sandy sbdse^ ^ 
When thus the king : << Zadok ! thy love snd 

earo .. f 

Have ivonghft^ieo kindly to sfltend (hnsiuri^ 
Tet here thy foot be stiM ; ooforthet gi^uB 
T4» joia oar wandeiings and paftaksi of . wmls j 
Bol tei Afl( ciij tear the a9k<aspwv : . .d^.vf 
Ibbaro m^iis {Oaea i» aiCrty tojiovdni w> i^ ^ 



For if -tfaer Lord shtdl" fiMrovr vkh hia loYe, 
He will these banrlera far avity reaaoTo, 
Briag me once more to- where the ark shall be| ' 
And lengthen hkaslpgs am mj house and me ; 
Bat if reversed, his leve ehall be withdrawn, 
'TIs then no inatter where I live to noaifL 
Hence let his wDl, which Is the best, be done, 
My oanse to faveofu-^orto raise mj sod." 

Thb said^ he added ; << Art then not a seer ? 
Go then—- confide-^^and cast awnj thy feai^— 
Thyself, Abiethar, and each a son ; 
And let the parpose «f (AieLord be done : 
While I, meantime, dwell In the desert plain. 
And yon apprise me how things go again.'* 
Thus, as requested, and to serve their king, 
The bely treaenre to tlie town they bring; 
Bottheagh apart, they still a portion know 
Of David's sonrows, and how matters go, 
Far boond so dose, Oioagh now retnm'd, they 

ind 
Thdr thoa^ft stiUanniona for their fiiendsbebind. 

These gone ; the king ascended up a mount. 
With aspect sad, aad 4ears a briny fount* 
BareCoot he trod, while maHy anch he led. 
Earthen their hBir,aad each a eaver'd head ^ 
Strong emblama thisa that outwardly taipaft ' 
Whi^ dw4li wiOrid^ 4ttd racka. the heavy ImwI. 
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As thos the J went a moamfnl train aloog, 
Report reach'd David by some active tOBgoey 
That wise Ahithophel, his friend so late^ 
First in the conncil of the rebels sat ; 
On which he breath 'd this supplicating prajer : 
^' Be pleased, O Lord, to grant thy gracious care, 
And tarn the counsel of the faithless sage 
To foolbh reasoning ; and divert his rage.'* 
Now the wide top of Olivet obtain'd, 
The king no more his humbled heart restraitt'd ; 
But paid that worship ever due to God, 
Whether He blesses, or He shakes the rod. 
Adored his goodness throug)i each cross event, 
And kiss'd the hand whatever woe it sent. 

These rites performed; — behold, a man lo 
haste 
Runs quick to meet them o'er the mountain- waste. 
Earth on his head, and all his garments rent, 
A striking token of some sad event : 
'Tis only Hashai, who in friendly care 
Comes thus expressive in their griefs to share ; 
But no fresh news he has in charge to bring ; 
'Tis sole condolence with the sufferiog king 
Sweet consolation ! from a well-known^friend, 
Ready to cheer, or in extremes defend : 
But David thinks he shall not reap the most 
Of his kind aid within his flying host : 
Hence, after thanks retura'd for all his.caiie . 
In deeds oft witness'd or in peace or war^ 
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He thas requests : <* Then let me crave thy aid, 
Where most availing— nor be time delay'd ; 
For in the city thy true province lies 
To counteract when ill advice may rise. 
Go then and join their councils as they sit. 
And for the present to their views submit ; 
Hail Absalom their king ; and taking part, 
Appear to join them with thy tongue and heart; 
And to their cause a close adherence feign, 
That thy advice may ready access gain, 
And e'en Ahithophel (of art possest) 
Of his strong influence weaken or divest ; 
That all their counsels we may thus annoy, 
Warp every scheme, and all their plots destroy. 
There, ready to assist, is Zadok gone 
Abiathar to join, and each a son : 
With these two priests consult, and what you set 
May be important to convey to me, 
Give to their sons, who will without delay 
The needful tidings to my camp convey.*' 

This said, they part ; when Hushai promptly 
goes 
By twisting art- to mix among their foes, 
Or right or wrong, at trifles not to straiii, 
If they can only what they wish obtain. 
Thus they project ; — but 'tis deserving blflm«> 
And stands a tarnish on their brighter fam^ ; 
An act unworthy any nation's head, • * 

That should the people in uprightness lead, 
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Unworthj one whose deeds have mostly (diotm 
A heart and head to dignify a crown. 
Good may from evil spring by higher doom, 
Tet 'tis not right to err that good may 6ome ;' 
Then let not such low craftiness convey 
To OS a sanction in the present day, 
Bat rather let more noble thoughts arisoy 
To stand aloof, and sordid arts despise, 
Thatthns correct in scratoiizhig sight, 
Oor private deeds may bear the public light 
Be then npright e'en when with straits opprest ; 
Then to o'er-ruling wisdom leave the rest. 

Hosbai thns gone :— -now David poshed away, 
His case too urgent to admit delay ; 
But far he had not gone in anuons plight 
Before he meets an unexpected sight 
Behold *ti8 Ziba ! with a saddled pair 
Of asses loaded with a cumbrous care, 
On which a hundred summer fruits are hid« 
Two hundred loaves of choicest wheaten bread ; 
One hundred branches of the raisin bine. 
And a full bottle of the briskest wine. 

The lung surprised, in hasty speech began 
To briefly thus interrogate the man : 
*^ ZIba I what meanest thou by these things I 



The bnrienM asses, and these stores whh thee ?" 



Quick he retoiHI : ^' Thi^ as&es I intend 
For thine own* service, and to treat a friend ; 
The bread for famish'd men, in need, to eat ; 
The fruit to relish as a grateful treat ; 
And cheering wine for those o'er whom prevail 
Oppressive heats, and who are like to fail**' 

Generous and thoughtful act, if here we reft ; 
But is this all that actuates thy breast ? 
Ah no ;— -false roan, unfaithful to thy trust ! 
All these pretences are as light as dust; 
For here thou com'st to fawn without dismay, 
To basely flatter, and thy king betray. 

Supplies were grateful, and of present use-. 
Though the dark medium of a foul abuse; 
Which David took — then thoughtfully expresi'd : 
^ But where does now thy feeble master rest i 
For though I'm thus to toils and sorrow 

brought, 
MepUbosheth arrests my frequent thought." 

Ziba returns : ^^ 'Tis not his wish to come. 
But stay behind for better work at home ; 
^ For Israel this day," with joy said he, 
^ My father's crown will now restore to me." 

At this the king now acts a hasty part. 
And makes the i^uiUless tor the guilty fiouur^ 
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Ttm rrKilul(MM) nnd rotipmrfy hp rtmltty imld i 
<• t)ui lliln ntiiill fttll Oh hti MNpirtttf hf*ttd I 
Vor nil Im hdld^ iff ImuU or flockM fh(*y bi*^ 
Tltli iUy Up forMfK )--tli(*«(< 1 nUe to th^f /^ 
IiiCAUtloit^ flcil fiti(< iil(li> ttlotti* to Upnrf 
Aiiit .judgi" fforti lli«ne(9 (bat I'vldi'itrif wtfi 

Ih thtiif (<ri* iortiif wi* nlmtl rorrpctl)^ ii(<i( 
How wpnk Mi llffMN thi* wt«f<fit tftnn mMjr lii^a 

I lb ^ttd ttiti4 i^NloVti tliiM Nyt^ophiiitt r^piijri 
Til' tidWArjr kloff with iidtiltt(l»i|( |trfitfii>| 
ttowii tfi oh«<lMntir0'-»'thfltikA--fitid hpf^fl kt And 
till t^rn^sp in futuri^ lit (he ttiormfdi*! mind ) 
Which fippA r(<quhi<d| for itiro (hi* tlfti(> ihould 

eomii 
Wh«ti bi*tt«r khtfwMnp would riiyofM fh« doom. 

ThiM ltiti*rvlow thuN fiMMi— 'forth Diivld nhp§i 
And for ttwrp fiufffirlrii^ii rtipnlM itbtittditot rititM*| 
For now In turii'd^ Up fludtt, ih' utifttHblit itdo | 
ThoAo who hiid flnttcrpdy now In iirorn di»rld«| 
And hprp onn flpfcpr tlmn thn tpni uronp 
To npptik mnp holdly^ and hlHothtd dl»tiiofl« ) 
Ont* Nhhtipl cnmM forth hi oumlnK moody 
To wrpflk hlN vi'itgpi«nr«<| though tm bUpAb no 

bloodi 
tt0 0oft rpbnkK h|g t»it(ifilon» cotild HMttagOi 
And thii0 b«i vented hl« mttllidoiii riig« i 
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^^ Come oat) thou bloody matiy old Jesse's son, 
Thou who through cunning hast usurped a throne, 
By lawh'SB deeds hast caused the great to fall, 
And occupied the sacred rights of Saul. 
Thou man of Belial !—thoogh well fersed in 

wars. 
Almighty purpose thy career debars, 
And brought the blood thou wantonly hast spilt 
To rise against thee, and condemn thy guilt ; 
ilas cut thee short— brought thy ambition 

down, 
E'en to the forfeit of thy tamish'd crown ; 
And now at last has given thine eyes to see 
Thy son supplant, and rule instead of thee." 

Thus vollied he his contumelious fire, 
While a flush'd face betray'd his innate Ire ; 
And as he went, to show his full disgust. 
Stones quick he threw, and heaved up clouds of 

dust. 
Hard to be borne in single-handed strife. 
Against such numbers bred in martial life. 
Quick Abinhai spnrn'd ;-— then forth he broke. 
And thus enraged, to his meek master spoke : 
<<Why should yon vile-tongued man be Ut 

alone. 
To curse th' anointed of the sacred throne ? 
Let me, my Lord, but strike a single blow. 
And I will send him to his place below.'* 



Bat I>a:vid her?,, wi^ yanj^hrnfUt 9% hand, 
Shows o'er bis passions 9 rapr^e Qoipmpiid ; 
*^ N«7, let him carse," said he^ <* and let hioi 

swear; 
It ma/ be right, and be my place to bear ; ^ 
To bear with patience in this advene booTj 
What maj be portion'd bj Almightj Pow^r, ^ 
Wall maj his bmgpiige and his condnct be , 
So mdei imperionS) and so harsh to me^ 
When mine own son still farther goes in strife. 
As to dethrone me, and to seek mj life. 
Then let him rage ; so be the will of God, 
Thtts to chastise, and let me feel the lod; 
For if, SttbmiasiT^f I bntbend andbear^ 
Unbounded mercy may suspend and spare, 
And tn dae time be kbdly pleased tosay, 
<< It is enoagb," and take my griefs away. 
Then let me suffer till the time be run. 
And say, O Father, let thy will be done ! 

t^biia to his friends the humbled monarch 
said, 
And all retort, in any measure, staj'd. 
The man was suffered still to go along. 
And use the language of a railing tongue ; 
Till wearied out with such a fruitless deed, 
He back retumM, and left them to proceed. 
So at tliis day 'tis mostly safest dont 
To leaTe contenders to contend aloiMk 
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When no freflti fael feeds t&' intempVate fire, 

, - , 1^ 

It oft subsadeSy and e^en the sparks expire ; 
But if much noticed, in whatever way, 
Snares as in ambnsh, and unseen, may lay ; 
The oilnd at last may catcti some little heat, 
Become' a party, ^nd Its peace defeat ; 
May take arid gi^ve, too far in contest ran. 
And leavfe things wdrfl^ than when they'lriit 
l^egnn. 
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IBoaii ttetCetttt^ 



'''Now Sttlem calls widilii k» braxen bar, 
To notice there W insidioas plots of war, 
To view a conclave in its fall debate 
Qa ^kns of treason to o'ertum the state. 

From Hebron come, the prince and rebel- 
crew 
Men of first talents to their conncil drew ; 
With whom Ahithophel, of noted fame, 
Great in his views, and high in honoar, came ; 
Not last advanced, nor least his zeal to bring, 
Hushai msh'd in to hail the prince, a King ; 
Bat Absalom received with cantioas ear 
His seeming friendship, and his loyal cheer, 
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Well knowing hini to be his fathered friend, 
To aid in council, or in war defend ; 
Then thus the prince ironically said : 
^* Is this the shrine at which thy love is paid ? 
Where is thy kindness to thy royal friend, 
Whom in his perils thou shouldst close attend ? 
Support through all, most faithfully to bear 
In all his toils, and all his griefs, a share ?" 

Hushai brook'd this with an unruffled face, 
Nor glow'd a blush to tell he felt disgrace. 
But in return he tried his point to gain. 
Without retorting, in this gentle strain : 
** Nay, whom the Lord, and whom the people 

choose. 
Whom Israel favour, or whom they refuse. 
Shall my desires to every wish lalfil. 
And their election shall secure my will. 
Then where in right should any service be ? 
Thy father's once ; — hut now it turns to thee : 
Then may that service meet acceptance gain. 
To aid his cause whose right it is to reign, 
One whose deserts and princely deeds command 
The general love and suffrage of the land." 

At such unsettled times 'tis hard to know 
Who stands a friend, or who becomes a foe ; 
For fickle minds will vary like the wind, 
This day be friendly and the next unlilnd ; 
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This day attached and well disposed may 

seem, 
The next be tara'd« and go with tide and stream : 
Hence now the prince supposed him sach an one, 
Apd with the swimming crowd securely gone. 
He deem'd it so ; — and as the present day 
Was too momentous to admit delay, 
In haste he thus Ahithophel addressed, 
And with that sage included all the rest c 
'' Thou know'st my case, and glad I would receive 
The wisest counsel that my friends can give ; 
Then in your wisdom please to point the way 
For our success in this important day." 
When, with grave face, Ahithophel arose. 
As some strong pillar in a better cause ; 
Yet though their chief, a foolish speech began. 
To plunge still deeper the deluded man ; 
And basely thus advised : ^^ Go first, this day, 
And with thy father's women freely play, 
Deem'd as thine own, as an adopted right 
Before all Israel in the open light 
Possession gain'd, consider not as small ; 
If rightly followed, it will lead to all ; 
For when 'tis known, it will to Israel shew 
How thou wilt stand abhorr'd in David's view ; 
And thus disjoin'd with such a right obtain'd. 
It will be deem'd a vast accession gain'd, 
Promoting all in heart and band, as one, 
To. fix thee firmly on th' imperial throne." 

0.2 
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Ahttbopbei here dosed, when down he sat 
With all-importance, as their helm of state. 
When prompt to his advice, with pliant care 
The servile menials all the Work prepare ; 
Up to the palade-roof, made flat of lead, 
A tent the/ bear, and for his porpose spread, 
Where in broad daj, (althoogh unfit for night,) 
He meets the females in the poblic sight ! 

Such the base deedl-^jet matters end not 
here; 
The prince again must on the stage appear, 
To whom Abithophel now farther says r 
^' Know then thy case, for dangers *tettd delays; 
We must proceed ;«^bQt only let me choose 
Twelve thousand valiants, fit for snch a lue. 
And I this night, before another day, 
Will David and bis medley host betray. 
Whose weak and weary force, snrprised, will fly, 
And he, deserted, shall be left to die; 
When the rest ))aTdon^d shall return with roe. 
In sure allegiance, bound alone to thee.*^ 

Though cruel this advice, to urge snch strife 
As prompts a sou agaiust a father's life, 
Yet so depraved the callous son appears, 
He neither father nor his rank reveres. 
But well approved ; in which the factious part 
Of city-elders join in hand and heart. 
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Yet ere he moYes, he makes a short delaj, 
To hear what Hushai, after all, can say ; 
To whom the prince : ^^ Such coansel I receive^ 
But what wouldst thoa in th j best wisdom give V* 

fie paused awhile, as if deep-fetch'd and far, 
Bnt stadious only to protract the war, 
Then gravely said : <^ What thoa hast heard 

may be 
Much wiser counsel than can come from me ; 
Yet Pm aware, if you that plan pursue, 
It will not reach what we so warmly view ; 
For well we know that hone in war can boast 

* 

Such mighty men as are thy sire and host ; 
And at this time their minds are chafed and 

strong, 
As the fierce bear when raving for her young. 
Thy father too in war has long been skillM, 
And all precautions in the hostile field. 
Then at this time, himself secure to save, 
Immured is, doubtless, in some rocky cave ; 
And if thy men, full-flash'd, and keen of mind. 
Some little check in their advance should find, 
The news would fly, and gather as it went. 
To swell the trifle to some great event, 
That to thy valiants would dismay impart, 
Though boasting courage with a lion*s heart ; 
For every one from lisping youth to age 
Knows what It is to meet thy father's rage, 

q8 



342 DAVID. 

Whose great achievements o'er the nations hnrPd 
Have struck with wonder an astonish'd world : 
Then any foil would hring his fame to mind, 
And make them flj to leave his wrath behind. 
Then as no few his prowess should engage 
To meet the vengeance of his fiery rage, 
'Tis my advice that then shouldst give command 
To gather forces over all the land, 
From even Dan to Beer-sheba, afar 
The chief for valour, and the first in war ; 
Such countless numbers as ne'er met before, 
E'en as the sands upon the briny shore. 
With whom, as head, join thy resplendent car, 
To ride, all-cheering, 'midst the ranks of war. 
- For as the dew o'er all the land is spread. 
So shall our numbers be, and so our dread ; 
That paramount o'er all, we soon shall lay 
Their troops in dust, and all opposers slay. 
Or e'en should they witlun some town be gone 
Well fenced around with iron, brass, ttid stone, 
Our mighty host would all their deeds annoy, 
Dash their last hopes, and every scheme destroy; 
Nay, e'en the city pull with ropes away, - 
And town and people in the river lay." 

Here ceased the artful and desigmng man, 
When approbation loudly crown'd the pltfi; 
His schemes above Ahithophel they raise, 
With joyful clamour and unbounded praiae; 
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Give him first honoars, as saperior far 
Id all the koowledge and the arts of war ; 
For so the Lord had fore-determined, all 
The former counsel should abortive fall, 
And that events should in succession tend 
To bring this rebel to a signal end. 

This proud Ahithophel no more can hear 
To brook with patience, and with life to bear, 
On which the potent enemy of all 
Works up the passions to produce his falL 
^^ Can I," thinks he, '^ long used to higher things, 
To counsel warriors, ministers, and kings, 
To be the people's tongue, and eye, and ear, 
And always greeted with the foremost cheer — 
Can I submit to thus degraded be. 
To see these honours thus transferred from me. 
And fix'd on one below — ^inferior far 
To rule in council, or direct in war? 
No ! — *ix& too mean — ^I go — I quit the place 
Of such ind^ity and low disgrace. 
Yes— -honour spurn it ! spurn such things unfurPd, 
And sooner quit, than live in such a world !" 

Inflated thus, no more he kept his place, 
But forward push'd to shun his sad disgrace^ 
And darkly brooding, left the whole behind, 
A rash, false refuge in mistake to find. 
His ass then saddling, fearful of delay, 
He sullen mounts, and quickly speeds away. 

q4 
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His home be gdafd ; but ah ! ■• hone it nuAy 
For all aoemM dooded wilh a dlaoud shade, 
Where settling his afiain of eatwaid stoae, 
He bids them all adieu, to meet do aoomi 
Then seeks a looely place, bereft of hqpe, 
And ends his life by a saspended rope I 

Thus closed this ma»--4lii8 aiaa of boasted 
fame, 
And buried all in weakness, sin, and iharaa. 
The deed thus done, his last remains thej ^ace 
In the sepoldure of his father's raee; 
But void of marble to record his lame^ 
Or simple stone to tell the world Us ftame. 
A monmfvl exit !— -and enough to prove 
What he adored, and where he placed his kw; 
On ^lee, O wisdom ! fanraan wisdom's fane, 
In life his bane— 4)ut now dissolved in nhamtt ! 
This he let o'er his belter seaue prevail ; 
As soo&e light vessel witib a^owd of s^l. 
The ballast wuiting, which can never bmvo 
The teming sni^, and the reiit^ waae^ 
But wheu the winds with bejstVous cuneete 

sweep. 
Will overwhelm and sink beneath tiie deep. 
Not so the bark weU^^fitted lor the gale, 
With aoCd ballast, and an equal sail; 
For this can ekher talte the gentle breeae, 
Or bound o^er blllowa ef iumultuous 
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And still lis baktnce on the surface keep 
Amidst the foiy of the stormj deep. 

Such is the state of man ; — such is the strife 
To toss and float him oo lAiis sea of life, 
Bat well for those who wisely seek, and find, 
Substantial succour to support the mind, 
Who do not on delusive favours live, 
Nor sink when crosses their reverses give ; 
Who do not deem, when pleasing views are 

cross'd, 
That life is worthless, and that all is lost, 
Bat rank things here as of inferior rate. 
That can assail us in this transient state. 
With equauimitj in all, to bear. 
Below elation, and above despair ; 
Looking beyond to an auspicious day 
When tears and sorrows shall be past away, 
And they shall reap, in lieu of trials here. 
Transcendent glories in another sphere ! 

O! hadst thou placed, Ahithophel, thy love, 
And thy^ dependence on thy God above ; 
Made heaven thy hope, and held this world aright. 
Thou might'st have seen things in a clearer light. 
Seen this small check, this empty-sounding loss, 
A non-eesential and a trivial cross; 
Known an alUgracious Providence thy friend, 
And made a tlioely and a happy end. 

q5 
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SeIf*preiervaUoD is prime nature's law — 
iDStioctive glft*-and which all creatures know^ 
From the huge elephant that stalks the plain. 
And mighty whale that rolls amidst the main, 
Down to the midge that dances in the heam. 
And little minnow in the limpid stream : 
E'en the dull worm, that feels th* approaching 

tread, 
Darts to its hole, and planging hides Its head. 
Then darest thoa, man, to take at thj command, 
A life that's given by an Almighty hand, 
Who above Instinct has the mind endow'd. 
The gift of reason for thy nse bestowM, 
And over all, sense of religion given. 
To guide through life, and lead at last to heaven ; 
Blessings that should our grateful thanks employ, 
And we possess them with dependent joy ; 
And though at times close trials nray arise. 
To curb the passions, and to make us wise. 
Yet there is nothing in this world below 
Can come to man of such excessive woe, 
As warrants him to use the murd'rous knife. 
Or fatal cord, to take away his life. 
'Us the Lord's right alone to grant our stay. 
Or when, or how, to t^ke that life avray ; 
Then shrink at thoughts tW vent'rout wo«ld 

translate 
The soul io judgment in another state. 
To face its dire tribunal, thepe (d be 
iPortion'd for ever by « last decree : 
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V 

For sach ag tbese^ who c«t the moitalthready 
If ay hope reHoqiiiBh, and the sentence dread I 

From anch dark things now back again we go, 
To trace the othe^-*8till a tale of woe ! 
From conndi liow withdrawn, sly Hoshai goes, 
Quick to the priests his tidings to disclose. 
To Zadok he relates how matters went ; 
What each advised— hot qaeries the event. 
Hence thej jodge best no longer time to stay, 
Bat quick dispatch the nrgent news away, 
And David caution, in his present state, 
No longer there at such a risk to wait. 
But leave the desert plains, and speed away 
Before the dawning of another day ; 
Lest some new tarn the fickle prince should briog 
His plan to alter, and pursue the king. 
By which that night, should they so near remain, 
He might o'erwhelm them, and his purpose gain. 

On the nest step in sentiment agreed, 
A girl is Caird, of well-accostomed speed. 
To bear a message to the yonths who watt 
Withont the confines of the city gate. 
Where station'd they abode both night and day, 
Ready to bear all needful news away* 

The message thus obtained, they now proceed 
To VMch the camp with energy and speed ; 
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Bat UuNifh M fnnfee, yet lbe74M»t wmj 
From the obflerwuioe of ft biMy ^boy^ 
Who lurking as a spy, unseen survey'd 
The rapid movemeatt oi the nkniile oMid, 
And told the prince, who, aU alert in cara^ 
Poitoit cooMnanded, and oo apeed to ipane. ^ 

Thus closely fbliow*d, haad the task they 

fbundy 
To keep the road, and atlll aiMBntiiii their gaomid, 
But to Bahof ka come, awhile ilhey lay, 
And In a covert undelected stay ; 
For there a well tbey secretly deacend, 
And in a matron find a Caith&l friend, 
Who now to hide them, with assidiKNis hand, 
EffisGts a scheme by good conlxmiiice pbnn'd. 
Across the well she casts some spveading bocigha. 
Than a strong canvass o'er the bnnches throws, 
On which she layfti with pantiog b^rry borae. 
As if to dry, some unsecured com. 
Thus all made safe, up their porMen ran, 
And ask abruptly, where the youths are gone ? 
The artful woman speaks In quick reply, 
And thus, in answer, tells a specious tie : 
^^ Far are they gone ;— 4o^g since they pass'd 

the brook, 
And yonder road, like bounding roes, they took*** 

This heard ;— rin talk they made no inoM deby^ 
^t forward pushed as on the scent of prey ; 
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Yet oiHttoeeffifiii, and now wearied ont, 
They tam'd at last, and left ^t» vain pnrooit 

The coast thas cleai^d, the youths alert (x> start, 
ThaDk thdr (»rotectreiS, and away depart. 
No more oppose^, they soon securely bring 
Th' anwelcome tidings to the anxious king, 
Who, qotckly se^g dangers in delays, 
Sighs, weeps, and monms, but quick the charge 

obeys, \ 

Up rises with his force, and speeds away 
To make the most before the closing day. 
That ere the star of night withdrew its beam. 
The whole had forded Jordan's flowing stream. 

Now blushing mom drove on the shades of 
night, 
And gave the wanderers its auspicioni light. 
Who still proceed beneath the grateful ray. 
Yet quiet comes not with the coming day ; 
But on they pass with heavy hearts, and fears, 
With sighs responsive, and with floods of tears. 

Now Mahanaim ireach'd, they there received 
The Btrangeys 'welcome, and were well relieved. 
For here three princely men^ who knew their 

state. 
Feel a deep interest, and with presents wait, 
Their wants supply, for much was in their power, 
And much they handed in that needful hour : 
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Soft beds they brooght, their wearj limbs to rest, 
Utensils Yaridas— food tlretdy drest ; 
Sheepy batter, honey, barley, wheat, and cheese, 
To serve each need, and every taste to pkaae; 
<^ For now," sdd they, ^ these banisfaTd wanderers 

come 
Deprived of all that they enjoy'd at home, 
Where in the wilderness they have si^tain'd 
CSorroding want, and been with smrows pain'd ; 
Then well if they with as some ease can find 
From outward sufferings, and a troabled mind.'' 

Welcome supplies, which generonsly impart 
WelUtimed relief to many an aching heart. 
David enjoy'd the hospitable boon. 
Though all was damp'd with pondering wbat 

would come : 
Awhile it cheer'd him— 4:hen---«nd yet again 
His heart recoil'd, and felt its former pain. 
It will not do, though here with comforts blest, 
To cast his care, and take his settled rest ; 
For dreadful dangers follow up his rear, 
And may in progress now be very near. 
Need calls for vigilance to be awake, 
And all provision for the future make. 
With boding ills to cope that may befall. 
And be prepared to meet the worst of all. 
Now he arouses to reluctant care, 
Force to arrange, and for a war preparv* ' 
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Direful the prospect! — shocking to all sense t 
Son against father ! — ^father in defence ! 
Nearest of blood— -and if they meet at all. 
The son or father, or e'en both, may fall 1 

To count his numbers, with reluctant care, 
David proceeds, and thus prepares for war ; 
In proper classes rank'd his warriors stand. 
Prompt to their king, and ready for command : 
Each thousand and each hundred have their bead, 
To give directions, and to take the lead ; 
But over all to three he gives the sway ; 
Three grand divisions each their chief obey : 
Joab stands first, of fierce, unfeeling heart ; 
Next Abishai with an equal part ; 
And to Ittai falls another third. 
Who, though a stranger, justly is preferr'd, 
For steady friendship moyed his generous heart 
In all their conflicts to partake a part. 

^ Thus matters pass'd with David, while we find 
His son was following with a force behind, 
A countless band, like swarming locusts, grown, 
Flush'd ' with wild views of conquest and a 

crown; 
But left by Joab, (who io many a war 
Had carried conquest with triumphant car,) 
Amasa stands deputed in his stead, 
A warrior too^ but not so fierce to lead. 
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This cMeftaia now is high and mighty post 
Directs along the overspreading host, 
Who plunge and cross the widelj-dowing iood 
Of Jordan's waters on the road to blood, 
Then in the land of Gibeah make their stand, 
The balk of Israel at the chiefs comaiand. 

Meantime the king, apprised how matters went, 
Prepares his postore for the great event, 
For now, alas ! the awful time is oome 
When son and father mast await their doom ; 
Uncertain where the fatal stroke may fdl. 
Whom death may spare, or whom abmptly call. 
Though hard to nature, yet imperious need 
Impels the monarch to th' ikanataral deed. 
For self-defence, himself and all to save 
From sweeping fury and a general grave. 

His forces now arranged, are roused to arms, 
And a loved monarch every bosom warms. 
The king proposes first of chiefs to stand, 
To take upon him the supreme command ; 
But they oppose his post in such a strife 
To risk his ruin, and hb precious life, 
And urge it thus : ^* With us thou shalt not go 
To face the fury of so bent f| foe ; 
For thoo'rt their aim, and if known there to be, 
Their art and vengeance will be hurPd on thee ; 
And if successful, it will prove a gahi 
A^bove ten thousand of thy subjects slain; 
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Nay, when compiredf It would be deeoi'd bat 

small) 
Should even half of all our Dumbers fall : 
Then let It only be thy royal care 
To see us safely o£f, and grant thy prayer/' 

To be relieved from such an active part^ 
Game grateful to the father's feeling heart, 
For though an hero of the boldest blood. 
Yet this came close ; and ovei^-awed he stood, 
As such a striut in war he never bore. 
For such a war he never knew before ; 
Hence to their will he stood not long opposed, 
But thus submissive with their wishes closed : 
^^ It was my first intent to take the field ; 
But what you deem the best — ^to you I yield.*' 

Thus all agreed-^BOW David pensive sat. 
And gave his blessing as they past the gate. 
As they by Iteusands, graced with spear and 

shield, 
And pendent quivers, issued to the field ; 
When as the chiefs in their succession came. 
He thus address'd th«n in a fathei's name : 
<< Success be yours, as yon the force command. 
To quell disturbance, and restore the land ; 
Bat let it also be your studious care 
In your chasdsement Absalom to spare : 
Make him by proper means ^ crimes to see. 
Bat mix your mercy, and remember me. 
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Thus charged— they take the wide-extended 
woody 
And sooa^ alas ! begins the work of blood ; 
The armies meet in forces wide and far, 
And through the forest rings the din of war, 
The arrows fly like showers of battering hail 
And with deep woqnds th' opposing troops assail, 
While death triamphant o'er the slanghter reigos, 
And thoosands to his gloomy empire gains. 
ThoQgh sharp, yet short, was this conflicting field, 
For faithless Israel was compelPd to yield. 
As they are doom'd more dire effects to feel 
From thorns and briars, than the edge of steel, 
For more than weapons these in silent way 
Annoy the rebels, and their numbers slay^ 
In which soon falls their lofty guiding star, 
The traitor son, at head of all the war, 
Where retribntion all at once succeeds 
To end and punish his atrocious deeds; 
Not falling as a prince in high command. 
The prompt defender of his native land, 
And by the honour'd sword, (so understood)) 
But by th' entangling of the simple wood ; 
For so just heaven saw meet to take his tife, 
And by this signal means to end the strife. 
In forfeit for his dark and daring crimes. 
As an example to succeeding times, 
And as a portion of the father's doom. 
Which by the prophet was reveal'd to come. 



BOOK X. 356 

Thas came his end : — amidst the raging strife 
He sparr'd his niule to save his pending life ; 
Which speeding quick away with rapid stroke, 
His liead was caught amidst a spreading oak. 
When the brisk beast, freed of its burden, past, 
And far behind his hangiog rider cast, 
Hang by that very bush of noted hair, 
So late his pride, but now hb fatal snare ; 
Who thus suspended 'twixt high heaven and 

earth, 
Was nearly closing his exhausted breath. 
When one beheld liim so aloft in height. 
And ran to Joab in a maze of fright, 
Whom thus in haste Ije speaks : ^^ What ha?e I 

seen ! 
E'en Absalom, high heaven aod earth between, 
Hong by his head of hair, and gasping breath, 
In wriihuig anguish, and at point of death." 
To whom the chief : ^^ What 1 see this man of 

strife, 
And not deprive him of the dregs of Hfe ? 
Hadst th<iu but raised thy hand and sent a dart 
To end the quiverings of his traitVous heart, 
High would have been the honours due to thee. 
And great the favours from the realm and me $ 
I should have granted, and withjoy decreed. 
Ten silver shekels for so good a deed„ 
And added too, a hero's due and pride. 
An honour'd girdle to adorn thy side*'' 



•i6 DAYID. 

Struck tt 80 bold ft speech, th* aitoBbIM nm, 
In qniek retarn^ aa anfirer tbqs liegan; 
^ Nay U^kUtkt fai>-*«lar eftr diilaiit be 
So vHb a tbongbty and such a deed from mey 
Ab ao aMtMoi, to diis^Nilch a dart, 
To woond the son, and break thefadnr's hesrt 
Nay e'en a thousaiid shekels should not gun 
My hand tb anch an act, and cause of pani, 
For welldioa know'st what tender charge he 

gave, 
To do Qwr dnty, bnt hu son to save ; 
Then had I stmdL, I should have met a frown, 
And for life taken should have lost my own : 
And well I know, though offering gifts and fame, 
Thou wouldst thyself have been the first to 
blame.*' 

This was enough^and If the dneftain's eyes 
Had not in view to strike a greater prise, 
Perhaps his handi moved by a savage heart. 
Had rdsed his swoid or sent a speedy dart, 
To lay the man who this so freely said 
Amongst the numbers of the reoeat dead : 
But no suspense;— -he only briefly says, 
*^ I cannot tarry—dangers 'tend delays.^ 

With this, three darts he enatcVd, and sp^ 
along 
To where the sufferer agonizing hung, 
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And, UDacciutoin'd mercy to impart, 

He Hkmst tbem thnmgh his ttili {mlsadng hearty 

Wreaking his vengeance on his helpless frame, 

With bmtal fnrj, to a warrior's shame. 

Yet not enough to thus behold him bleed, 

T^ youths he ordera to repeat the deed, 

Who at command fulfil the' further part 

To glut with wounds his dark atrocious heart« 

All life extinct ;«*-4tmidst the woods they found' 

A pit deep-sunk, with earth and stones aroimd ; 

To which at once the mangled corpse they bear, 

And cast it down without a single tear^ 

Then o'ier the grave they raise a heap of stames. 

And crash his royal, but dishonour'd bones. 

Such was thy close, such, Absalom, thy end. 
Without th0 comfort of one soothing friend; 
Such the strange monument raised o'er thy frame. 
Without a token to record thy name. 
Though graced with beauty, and to honours born, 
To heir a kingdom, aad to fill a throne. 
And reap whatever wealth and power command 
From sovereign influence o'er a prosperous land« 
But ah ! an enemy an entrance found 
To blast these blessings, and his kindred wound, 
Too soon, alas ! he miss'd true wisdom's way. 
Departing early from parental sway; 
And, shunning due restraint in youthful times. 
Was led from little slips to greater crimes. 
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Till wild amMdon, that taferoal gaest, 
Became his idol, and his soul possess'd, 
That drove htm on above his sphere to soar, 
To grasp ontfrnely at the sovereiga power, 
And e*eD engage in an nnnatoral strife 
To loss of all— his hopoors— power-^-and Life 1 

Ah ! may th' example stand npon the page 
To youth nnbom, and down to every age; 
To teach them kindly in the dawn of day, 
To plant their footsteps in a better way, 
A pupil to become in wisdom*s school, 
Bound to th' fnjonetion of this sacred, rule, 
'^ To honour parents with all reverence due, 
That length of days and blessings may eosae.'' 
Thus life begun correct in early days 
A sound foundation for the future lays ; . 
But if reversed, too oft in after times 
They grow in errors, and confirm in crimres. 

These deeds of horror done, the trumpet's soand 
Rolls through the woods to stop pursuit arouod ', 
And as their chief opponent now is slain, 
Peace they restore, and all return again* 
Now Zadok's son, impatient for' the wing, 
To outspeed others, and apprize the king, 
Begs his release', as agent sent express. 
To tell how Heaven has thus been pleased tobless^ 
But Joab answers : ^^ No !-^thy tongue this daj 
Shall no such message to the king convey ; 
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For sore it will afflict, to find his son 
Is thus abniptly and antimelj gone : 
Some older shall the fatal news impart, 
Who from experience can. console the heart: 
Coshi, go thou, and with a mind serene, > 

Gently apprize of what thine eyes have seen." 

' Cushi bow'd thanks to be the honour'd man, 
Aod big with tidings. to the monarch ran; 
But proved too flashed with what he had to bear 
To mind his charge, and meekly greet the ear. 

Ahimaaz, yet alert with speed to start 
To tell the tale, or share at least a part^ 
Begg'd once again, but Joab still declined, 
And qaestion'd thus t ^ Why such at| anxious 

mind. 
Since oo good news can on the whole appear. 
For thee to carry to a father's ear ? " 
But further press'd, at last he gave consent, 
When by the plain the fleet Himaaz went ; 
On Cushi gain'd, and likely then to bring 
The first report to advertise the king. 

Meantime in great suspense the father waits, 
And sits all anxious at the city gates* 
Just at this time the watchman on the walls 
Beholds some come, and to the monarch calls ; 
Who in return says : ^^ If he come alone. 
He brings dispatches how events have gone.'* 
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Qaickly the WBtdwiaa calls ftknid agfdn ; 
<^ I see another bonoduig o'er the plain ; 
Methinks the foremost, as I see him nui. 
In speed and gestore, is like Zadok's soo.** 
<< Well— he's a worthy aian,'* njoin'd the kfaig, 
And soane good tidwgs will assnredlj briof." 



Soon he q>proaeh'd;p— h) haste his newstotell, 
He calls alood~<«I hail thee t-ndl is well!" 
Prastrate he blls, low prone at David^s ieet, 
Thns in additioQ with his tale to greet : 
<< Blest be the Lord, thy all-protecting God, 
Who in thj {aveor now has raised his rod ; 
And those coosomed who took their daring swiof 
In opposition to my lord and king^V 
Bnt David quick : ^ Thy knowledge farther tell, 
And let me hear if Absalom be well ?** 

The strait was hard, nor conld he well defer, 
And hence it prompts his ffincfaiug mind io en, 
For thus he answers : ^^ When our chieftaiB aeot 
We knew the victory, but not each event ; 
And when I left, a gathering crowd I saw, 
Bat what it meant I conld not stay to know." 

David in haste : ^< Then step thyself aside, 
And room for Coshi in thy place pipvide." 



Cusbi arrives : '< Tidhigs, my lord, the kiog 
Great news from battle I am chaiged to bring 1 



I 
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For there the Lord hath wrought in high degree 
To quell opposers of thy throne and thee ; 
He has cut short their towering hopes of gain, 
And thousands are in their rebellion slain." 

As thus the messenger with slaughter ceased. 
The king's suspicions and his fears increased^ 
Who quic^ enjoin'd the cautious man to tell 
If through the conflict Absalom were well ? 

This strict inquiry left no room for choice, 
But forced this answer with reluctant voice : 
'^ May all seceders, who to treason fly, 
Be brought at once as that young man to lie." 
This was enough ; enough for him to know. 
To rouse his feelings, and complete his woe* 
Too full to bear, and none to give relief, 
He sought an upper room to vent his grief, 
When, as by trembling step he gain'd th' ascent, 
To' ardent feelings thus he gave the vent : 
'^ O Absalom !— -ray son ! — my hapless son ! 
Cut off for ever— 'and for ever gone! 
Would God that I had all the world denied. 
And in the battle as a ransom died, 
To save a child that might a blessing be; 
For what is life, when thus bereft of thee ? 
Grief is my lot ! — ^alas ! I'm doom'd to know 
A cup o'erflowing with unequall'd woe ! 
O Absalom ! my son ! my suffering son ! 
For ever lost ! for ever, ever gone ! 

R 
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Thoi David moam% aad taro^d the signal day 
To Umentalto), aod to «id dlimay. 
The comyieriog troapt, instead ^ triampb, ioimd 
In sacb reception a too poignant vpnnd^ 
And to the city slunk, more like a host 
Wbich had a battle aod tbeir honour lost* 
This Joah ropsedy who, careless of offence, 
And callous too to sympathetic sense, 
Upon the moamfol Ung abmptly bfoke. 
And harshly chiding thus dictating spoke : 
*< Know'st thou, O king 1 what shame and what 

disgrace 
Thy sorrow spreads o'er every warrior's lace ? 
Who should a welcome very different know. 
To make the cheek with cimscioiss honour glow ; 
For great have been the deeds tliat we can boast 
Against a daring and outrageous host ; 
E'en at the risk of every life to save 
Tiiee, and all thiae, from an untimely grave : 
Then gratitude demands thy thanks and praise 
For such protection to thy lengtben'd days: 
But I perceive, did aH the troops this day 
Slain on the field before the rebels lay, 
Had Absalom but lived, it would have been 
A far more welcome and heart-cheeriog scene ; 
Foi all these murmurings to the people prove. 
Friends gain neglect, and enemies thy love ; 
That neither chiefs nor troops can now recei¥« 
The meed of thanks which is thy due to gn^ 
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Rise then Itr^ake ofi t^is griefs and ][et us see 
Th J care fo^ tt^ose whp thos ^avQ qifed for tbeil : 
Speak comfort to tbeir minds, and grateful show, 
Qrl prQQou^ce a sad impi^qcUjKg wp^ ; 
For if not done, know then this truth from me. 
Not oive ^niiimgst them wiU rewp wi^ i\i^ i 
And WT^lj ih^ the worst of ilb will raise, 
That thou bast witness'd fr<wi thy infant days !" 

This wasistrpng langi?^^, hut impeppfi? peed 
Seem'd in spp^e measure to o^mp^l t^^ d^d ; 
In which success was bis-^for now arose 
The supine king as from a bed of woes; 
And seeing, «8 described, if hereip be stood. 
He changed hi3 lone, and fetgn'd a cheering 

mood; 
His post resamiag where be lately sat 
To greet them passiE^ tibHHigb the city gate. 
Whenki^own, around the pressing crowds appear, 
This grateful notice from the king to hear, 
Which comes well-timed, now tending to impart 
A quick reviTal to each drooping heart, 
Pleasing at last to find their deeds afi&ird 
A meet acceptance with tbeir honoured lord, 
While yet tbey felt a sympathetic part, . 
To know the struggle that oppress'd his heart. 
Thus mutual feelings seem*d to crown with joy; 
But David's pgrt experienced much alloy: 
Urged against i^hoice his soothing art to try. 
His speech, at times, betray'd a smother'd sigh ; 

rS 
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For keen reflections oft upon him broke 
And all the father in his lonl awoke. 

The shadowy night, and distant twinkling 
star, 
Now call'd to peaceful rest from toils of war. 
Sleep seals the eyes of thousands with delight, 
But David tosses through a restless night ; 
For his forced spirits, now when left alone, 
Down to the lowest in the deeps return, 
Brooding o'er all, fed by the gloom of night, 
Till dawn appeared, the harbinger of light. 

Ascendant now became the royal cause. 
Which foil*d the compact of the rebel foes. 
The chain thus broken, links asuoder flew, 
When shattered parties different paths pursue ; 
And for a while side is opposed to side, 
Tribe against tribe the floating land divide. 
Distraction reigning from the late defeat. 
And much contention, urged with jarring heat. 
Some wish'd to try another venfrons scheme, 
To feed a faction, and their loss redeem ; 
The major part were wise, and well aware 
Of certain loss if they renew'd the war ; 
That their weak force, when thus so foiPd and 

few, 
Could not resume it with one hope in view. 
These more discreet, interrogation made, 
And for the present their rash measures stay'n : 
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^^ Seeing," say they, << that David ia our canae 
Has always quell'd our most ioveterate foesj 
Both OD our frontiers, and in lands afar, 
The dread of nations, and the prince of war ; 
That now for Absalom he leaves the land, 
Which makes the wheels of government to stand, 
While this young prince, whom we advanced to 

power, 
Is slain in battle to arise no more ; 
Why then not haste this Bulwark back to brings 
To reinstate him our protecting Jking, 
Who would again, as he has done before, 
In our defence exert his matchless power; 
Foil all our enemies, and deck his car 
With golden trophies from the spoils of war ; 
And having on our foes his fury hurl'd, 
Would make .our empire mistress of the 

world." 

This gain'd the rest, who damour'd now to 
bring, 
For reinstatement, their degraded king : 
Each changed his tongue, each now in rapture 

strove 
To hail him honour'd, and profess their love. . 
Thus Israel now the chief pretensions made. 
While Jttdah rather in the rear delay'd ; 
But wide the difference ;*-Israel far had err'd, 
And hence much zeal to reconciles preferr'd. 
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O fieU« tfteii t*--&oi# ttflyifirg «!i tie BUM; 
No fttttare menniy^ by th« motnm$ patt. 
David i8dDe;'--hi8 tt(M!s tte tie smu^ 
Bat taly dtfeiM in mceett end fntae^ 
Onght je not ttaen in hei^ks and dcfjiite to 

Your iMel arihei^nee, and n)lbiittK*fl kv^ f 
Bat O how rare! — bow few, alas I we ibd^ 
Wlio carry frieridsblp with an even mlhd, 
WbofrtU ibiMgb all, Ih #eaUb, and p^wer, 

and fame, 
And adf erte taotn^tsf, sttU Adbere the sittne ! 

David sooh beard, to ebeer bis dfoopirig riiin J, 
Bat felt a check, as Jodah Ittg^d behind ; ' 
Jadah, which in liflfaiity of blood 
Nearer than Isrftel tb the mohttrch st06d ; 
On which be call'd for Zadok's friendly atd, ; 
Whilst he himself his further steps delay'd. 
To #ttit to se^ if he cifali bot obtain 
A general sanction to confirm his reign* 
To Zadok end Ablatbar he says ; 
^< Ton Jttdab see in pwniptitade delays ; 
Go then and speak the elders of the land^ 
The first in power, who all the rest command. 
And query why they thns become the la^ 
To show their kinidness after what Is paid : 
They who should feel the dearest to th^ throne, 
Flesh of my flerii^ my brettu^n and tHy b6ii^ ; 
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Yet they let Israel rue, the first to proYe 
Retara'd all^iance, and the pledge of love. 
Remind Amasa too, how near allied 
We are in kindred ;-Hiaery why divide i 
Tell him direct that all his crimes shall be 
O'erlook'd and pardon'd if he torn to me ; 
And further I will grant that he shall stand 
In Joab's place, and take the chief command.^ 

CommisMon'd thns, the ever-faithfal two 
With ardent haste the king's request pursue ; 
Arouse the sleepy land ; their elders move 
To warm the people with awaken'd love ; 
Who blow the spark, which late so dim became. 
Afresh to kindle, and become a flame, 
When with warm zeal the general mass engage 
From sanguine youth to hoary*headed age ; 
And now a message send in fervent strun. 
To call the monarch once again to reign ; 
Which proves most grateful, auguring to restore. 
By coalition, all enjoyed before. 
Encouraged thus, he once more moved again 
Towards the confines of his natal plain. 
With whom Barzillai took a friendly part 
To aid him forward, and to cheer his heart ; 
This faithful friend who, with the two before, 
Met him so kindly with a Uberal store. 

This was true friendship of the noblest kind. 
Not like the rabble, varying with the wind, 
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Bat firmly steady in the advene honr, 
As in the height and plenitode of power, 
Thus manifestiDg, that in times of need 
<^ The man of friendship is a friend indeed.'' 
Magnanimous ioTe !— how seldom do we find 
Sach generoos feelings in the human mind ! 
This David knew, for lately it had been 
So amply witnessed in that trying scene^^ 
Then bound by strongest ties to do his part, 
And show the tolLens of a grateful lieart, 
^< Come,'- then he says, ^^ my venerabler friend, 
Tldnk not apart our future time to spend ; 
But go to court, and there reside with me^ 
Where every comfort shall be rendei^d thee ; 
For age has now o'erspread with hoary hairs, 
And it b time to leave a world of cares ; 
Come then, let all the toils of empire cease. 
And calmly spend thy latter days in peace." 

This invitation in affection spoke, 
A grateful feeling in his friend awoke ; 
Who then, with faultering tongue, and brim-full 

eye, 
Declined the favour in this meek reply : 
^^ Kind are thy offers ;-— I accept them so ; 
My mind is with thee ; — ^yet I must not go ; 
For why should I, and what to me pertain, 
Become a burden, and to none a gain ? 
This very day I pass my eightieth year, 
Nor spent a life without its cares to bear : 
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Whence I perceive exhausted nature goes. 
And mnst be verging to its final close^ 
For now no dainties give mj taste delight, 
And dim soffosion overspreads my sight ; 
My limbs forget to move as at my will, 
And my whole system as before to feel. 
Mine ears grow heavy, which no sonnds can 

charm, 
No voice enliven, nor can mosic warm ; 
My lips grow trem'lous, my complexion pale, 
My hands to tremble, and my strength to fail. 
Why then indeed should such an one as me, 
In a strange country an incumbrfuice be ? 
Dwell in a palace, strangers to annoy, 
Partake their favours, and yet none enjoy ? 
Much rather let me back return again, 
To wear ot(t nature on my native plain, 
Succour'd by those who knew my better day, 
And be inshrined where all my kindred lay. 
Such is my wish, my lord, my honoured friend ; 
Thus my last days to live, and thus to end : 
Yet give me leave,- and I will see thee o'er. 
Safe on the banks of Jordan's farther shore. 
When I will grant my son, should'st thou 

approve, 
To go with thee, and rest my pledge of love ; 
And it will Chimham please with thee to 

fare. 
Whom I will trust to thy paternal care.^' 

Bi5 
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Thii8.«poke the tef^reod aii^ tat mitAj 
clear, 
And as h^ doaed dawa dropt the tilant t«ar« 
The feeling speeek a deep iaapreMbii aiade. 
When in retttm the kiuig vetactant aaid : 
<< Though hard it aeema widi one aa soon to part 
Who, firai in friendfihip, has felt near at heart ; 
Yet thy strong reasons bear a powerful awi^i 
And make me oautious how I urge thj slaj. 
With sorrow then I must release my friend. 
Soon to return, and calmlj wait his end ; 
But sbidl instead his hopefnl son rec«Ye, 
To represent hiaa, and with me to life; 
Whom I shall grant, for his loved parent's saka^ 
T' eojdy all comforts, and with me partake ; 
And will the father, my dear absent ffiend, 
Serve with all service, and in need defend." 

Thus they communed; — while down fiwn 
Judah came 
Crowds of all raflks, and loud in Davids fame; 
A mighl;y force, efficiotts, bold, and gay. 
To fud through Jordan on the^ watery way ; 
Where with the first is Shimei in the thnmg, 
Who briskly leads a thousand men alon^ 
As need he had, and well he knew the need, 
To use his aft with David to suoceed; 
For great had been his risk in recent strifi,. 
E'en for his dime the foi&it^hialifii^ . 
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And these he thoaght would easier smeoth his 

way 
Than all his lips and Tarjing tongue could say. 

And here mother comes with zeal alert^ 
The king to please, and justice to divert ; 
Ziba! the false, who pnsh'd with pompons aid, 
And high in show his household honours paid : 
E'en fifteen sons and twenty senrants came, 
To join vociferous in the monarch's fame ; 
Thus by short means in recompence to pay 
For gifts the king had weakly given away, 
But where he still in ignorance remain'd 
By what vile shift the property was gaJn'd. 
Thus still o'er Ziba hung uncertain doom, 
On what was yet^ when facts were known, to 

come. 
But by anticipation art supplied 
This scheme for favour, nor was he denied ; 
For he at last was suffered to remain 
In selfish grasp of his unrighteous gain. 

A bustling thne ensued ; the medley mass 
On to the rivei^s brink officious pass. 
All anxious to assist the household train 
O'er the broad stareara on their return again : 
Thousands splash in of the promiscuous crew, 
And| like washed sheep, in dripj^g robes issue ; 
AU landed safe, diey spread around, and far, 
As some huge army on the point of war : 
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But other scenes their mnsic aov employ ; 
It only echoes to the voice of joy. / 

Here Shimei, chief in the giddy throng, 
Who with the loudest raised the jovial song, 
A moment watch'd, in doubt and anxious paio^ 
When with the king he might an audience gain. 
Obtain'd ; — ^he stept his plaintive tale to tell, 
And prone before the frowning monarch fell ; 
When soon his tongue the half-made silence 

broke. 
And in cant»whining thus he cringing spoke : 
^ Be pleased, O gracious king I to hear oiy 

prayer, * 

And let thy goodness this thy servant spare : 
Remember not, nor lay that crime to heart, 
Wherein I acted a disloyal part ; 
For well I know a grievous sin is mine, 
But to forgive it be the virtue thine* 
Deeply repentant, first I come this day 
To greet and help thee on thy welcome way ; 
With joy to hail thee to thy home again 
Where maj^st thou live long o'er the land to 

And in thy retrospects thy comforts be ., , . 
On deeds of mercy, nor the least on me." 

He ended; — but before the king had time 
To well Involve, and weigh the weight of crime, 



BOOK X. 373 

Rash Abishai, vengeance to invoke, 

Thus in harsh qaestion on his error spoke : 

<^ Shall not/' said he, ^^ a man of such a deed, - 

In retribation for his conduct bleed? 

One who has dared, devoid of holy dread, 

To curse the king, and our anointed head." 

" No !" David quicklj in return replies, 

'^ I spurn thy conduct, and the thought despise ; 

A foe may prompt it, but no one shall bleed. 

For past offences or for present de^d. 

Consider I am king, restored again, 

Once more the 'sovereign o'er the land to reign ; 

Then better deeds should at this time employ ; 

The fruits of mercy, and untainted joy.'' 

« Having thus firm his generous mind express'd. 
He glanced at Shimei, whom he thus address'd : 
" Thou shalt not die ! — ^but guard thy future life 
From evil conduct, and the tongue of strife." 

Shimei bo w'd thanks— -disqualified for speech, 
By what he felt, for tongue and lip to reach ; 
For death had hover'd — ^yes, the sword was 

near 
To cut him off from all his treasures here; 
To send his soul, had it thus quickly fled. 
He knew not where — but where he had to dread ; 
When sadden pardon all at once set free 
A trembling colprit on the bended knee. 
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Happ'ly released, be toni'd to hb employ, 
And join'd his comndes with a heart of joy ; 
Where now, from gallfaig fears and terrors free, 
He frbk'd all buoyant hi the general glee. 
Thus oncbastised waa pasa'd bis liratal strife ; 
David took all, and kindly saved his life ; 
Tet others spared htm not in after times, 
For life he lost to expiate his crimes. 
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David and the venerable Barzillai have an affectionate 
parting. — Israel and Judah dispute on their rig:ht of daim 
to David. — Sheba hi the dispute draws off a party against 
David. — Judah are principally left behind, fiuthful to their 
Idng. — David enters the city again, and is well received 
there. — liephibosheth attends upon him with congratu- 
lations on his return, bat is cooUyand ungenerously re- 
ceived. — Joab assassinates Amasa $ after which he pmsnes 
Sheba to the city of AbeL— A oenference there between 
him and a wise woman, who addresses him off the walls. 
— Sheba*s head is thrown by her to the army, as re^ 
quested, and the besiegers retire. — A three years* famine 
comes upon the land. — Is stayed upon seven of Saul's 
de9cendants being given up to the injured Gibeonites, to be 
slain. — War again with the Philistines, and several battles 
with them, in one of which David is near being slain ; but 
proving successful, and the last of their giants being killed, 
it ended all their wars for David's life. — David, in pride 
and obstinacy, numbers the people capable of bearing anns. 
— >A pestilence is sent in punishment to him, and for the 
crimes of the nation. — David, deeply humbled, repents of 
his rashness, intercedes, and the pestilence ceases.— 
David*8 decline of health.— Abishag, a young lively 
woman, is engaged to administer heat to Um, and become 
his nurse.' 
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The time now came when two near friends 
must part, 
Which David felt to closely touch his heart ; 
Nor could Barzillai rising grief suppress, 
For son and fnend to leai>e brought a distress ; 
Their tears were mutual, and as copious shed, 
While tbej craved blessings on each other's head. 
They then embraced, with a prospective pain 
From the small chance to ever meet again. 

The ancient man now back^ returning trod 
With royal escort to his own abode, 
Jordan to pass ; which once more safely o^^er^ 
His foot he printed on the grateful shore, 
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And homeward moYed with thankfnkiess and 

praise, 
To spend in peace his few remaining dajs. 

Now towards Gilgal Da?id moved that day, 
While part of Israel join'd them on their way ; 
But only half of all their numbers there ; 
And these, all-captions, hard on Judah bear: 
^' For why," they say, *' have yon officious oome 
To join the monarch to conduct him home, 
Alone to bring him with his numerous train. 
Once more' o'er Jordan, over us to reign ?" 

The men of Judah a rejmnder made. 
And thus in answer to the carpers said t 
^^ This we have done, nor be the fact denied, 
Because in kindred w6 are imt allied ; 
Then who so likely to be first to come 
To fetch our sovereign to regain his home ? 
We are a Uberel, self-supported host, 
Not at the kmg's nor at the kingdom's cost ; 
Nor gifts receive-— but rather give than take. 
And only serve for pure affection's sake.'* 

Quick in return the Israelites reply : 
^ Tour deeds we censure, and your rights deny : 
You may in kindred as you please delight. 
But in the king we claim ateofodd right ; 
Then why did we seem nothing in your eytao. 
To scorn our counsel, and our aid despbte i** 
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Jodfih ratDrt9 M warai ( aod thai thej jar 
In party discord^ and in words of war. 
When one Bamed She1>% resolttte of heart, 
Starts up to ^qt a forward, daring part ; 
Who qoick to mischiefi bow obserraot finds 
This a fit season to arrest their nuodl. 
And take advantage of the heat that rose. 
To lead a party to desert the cause j 
And raise hiioself in his ambitious aim 
To high distinction, where he had uo claim* 
Inflated thus, he took a rising ground, 
A trumpet blew with a soaorous sound ; 
And soon be drew a vast assembly near, 
This speeeh of treason^ to^d tilovd, to heUr : 
^^ Israel, arise I support your just degree^ 
If or cringe sHpiiiely on the beaded knee : 
In David we no right or interest claim, 
Nor pay we homAge to his boadted fame. 
This upstart Shepherd, whOmsotneUiadly prize, 
O'er us shall aever rule imd tyrutfiise ; 

m 

Thfu to y0iirtiints, O Israel, fly again, 
Apd let him o'er his favourite Judah reigii,'' 

Fired by this sp/sech, the kindling flame arose 
To bias crowds against the royal cause : 
He snatcb'd the moment—- quickly led away, 
And thousands followed with a loud hoaza i 
Each with flush'd spirits, and a roving mind ; 
Defection theirs, but loyalty behind. 
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The mass thus heated, seldom caa be broaght 
To reasoa hear or to a steady thought; 
For when a subject bursts upon the view, 
HeadioDg they rush, and right or wrong ptmue. 
Rash act !— for mostly unto treason deeds, 
Or soon or late, dae punishment succeeds : 
So here it proved, for this rebellioa led 
To Sheba's capture, and to lose his head, 
While timely caution from the froward strife 
Would have kept blameless, and preserved hb 

life. 
And had strong measures been ontstretch'd o'er 

all, 
Like him, unnnmber'd had been doona^d to fall, 
But harsh retort the king in mercy waved, « 
Full pardon granted, and the whole were saved. 

Thus clear'd of mixture, Judah hail as one 
David's resumption of the vacant throne. 
Under whose banner, with a grand display 
Of mirth and music thousands take the way : 
Tet while thus cheerful they their time employ 
They taste a mixture in their cup of joy. 
Since Israel desert the commoji cause. 
And in wild faction all their tribes oppose. 

Now Salem reached, crowds of all rsnks 
appear. 
To greet the strangers with a loyal cheer. 
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Whose ItTelj tokens now most grateful come, 
To bring coDTiction of a welcome home, 
And as a balance to compose the mind, 
Against defection thej had left behind. 

The palace gain'd, the king had there to find 
A check again to irritate his mind ; 
For the ten women who had special charge 
Of the whole household, and were left at large. 
Had broke their trust, and e'en to lewdness run. 
In open daylight, with his rebel son. 
A reckoning came, when summary justice broke 
Upon their heads with an unwelcome stroke. 
Proofs were at large ; — Whence to a lonely cell 
They were condemned in future life to dwell. 

With ardent heart Mephibosheth now came-^* 
Came as he could, for he was weak and lame ; 
But he was loath to stay the least behind, 
When warmth to David so possessM his mind. 
He came but just restored in mind and dress; 
For much he sufferM in the late distress. 
In taking to himself so keen a part, 
Which overpowered his sympathetic heart. 
Since David took his self-preserving flight. 
He felt no comfort or in day or night ; 
But from that time his feet remained undrest, 
His beard untrimm'd to hang upon his breast ; 
His robes unbrosh'd ; his linen gone unwash'd ; 
With lialf-tied sandals, dirty^ old, and splash'd. 
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Stroog eijiiblems these, so long neglected worn. 
Of what his mind in privacj had borne ; 
Bat now triona'd np again that very day, 
He came the foremost his respects to pay ; 
In broken speech sincerely to impart 
The honest feelingF of his tender heart : 
Bat ere with diffidence he silence broke, 
Thas quick in question David frowning spoke : 
<< Why then, Mephibosheth, snch lack in thee. 
As here to loiter Toid of care for me ? " 

With starting tears, and heart-felt grief expreas'd. 
The injured prince this just excuse address'd ; 
^^ My lord, O king ! — the fault was not in me. 
For I was anxious to have follow'd thee ; 
And though unable much of toil to bear, 
Yet I was anxious in thy griefs tp share ; 
But as on foot I could no effort make 
To join the party and with you partake, 
I Ziba charged, and trusted to his care, 
My ass to saddle, and all things prepare ; 
Instead of which, he took in speed away 
111 founded tales before thy view to lay : 
But thou art able, in superior light. 
To see things clearly and to judge aright ; 
And power is thine ; — then \^e it right in me 
To bow submissive to thy just decree ; 
For what am I, or what of right is mine ? 
All I possess — ^all I enjoy, *is thine : 
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For I as one— and ell the hoase of Sanl, 
Were at thy meroj, or to stand or fall ; 
Then why in me can there be right to crate 
More than I oeed^ or what thj goodness gave ? 
Nay, let me rather prize what I possess, 
And for the boon the generons giver bless." 

Thus spoke the gratefnl prince, then bow'd 
his head, * 

When thns again the king austerely said : 
^' Why dwell'st thou so on matters not in hand ? 
Have I not said^-you two divide the land ?'' 

Laconic answer ! — which must strangely sound 
From one so long for equity renown'd. 
Surely he miss'd it in the case before, 
Nor yet adjusts it, though he might restore ; 
Nor further tries the cause, though clear to view 
That condemnation to one side is due : 
But he had err*d, and did not brook to bend 
By full confession to aright his friend. 
Then double error in the case we find. 
For pride and injury were doubtless join'd ; 
Pride not to own ; and, what is hard to say, 
Unjust — to give another's right away* 
A claim he had, seen in a two-fold light ; 
By birthright first — and next by gift, a right : 
Yet if but given, gifts are esteem'd to be 
In honour sacred, and for ever free. 
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See what is man— -^ wisest and tbe beat^ . 
When human passions occopy the breast I 
And few there are whom they will not assail, 
And more or lass at weakeir times pr^fail ; 
But for such slips the righteous feel a smart. 
That brings contriti(»iy and adjoats the heart, 
While careless ones pass on, too oft possess'd 
Df a false peace, and a polluted rest; 
For true attention never fails to find 
That slighted checks produce jl callous mind ; 
But soon or late, time mostly comes to these 
To roase their senses from their beds of ease. 

The prince composedly heard the king's reply, 
Nor did he further vindication try ; 
But left all calm for David to decide, 
And in affection meekly thus replied; 
^^ Nay, 'tis not wealth I seek — I have my share 
Of earthly treasure, and assiduous care : 
Let him take all ; for I. enough obtain, 
Since thou art safe, and thus restored again." 

ft 

They closed ; — for David's ruminating mind^ 
Was more absorb'd in what he left behind. 
On Sheba's party, hail'd by him along, 
So warm in faction, and in numbers strong ; 
Anticipating what xould sure supceed. 
If left too long to prosecute the deed. 
Amasa then he calls, and bids him raise 
The force of Judah in some stated days, 
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Sedition to iap|ira». Be adda, ^ And dien 
Be tfaere-AS chief to stimnlcte the men.'' 
This message giveO) his way in speed he bent, 
Alas ! nnconsdoos of a near event ; 
For king or oonrt no more he erer stur. 
Bat fell a vicdm to a treach'rous foe ! 

While thus engaged, Amasa's lengthen'd stay 
Made David thonghtfiil at the long delay, 
Anticipating some severe event, 
Perhaps e'en Jndah drawn to discontent ; 
And daring not to make a longer stand. 
He Hnshai call'd, and gave lum this command : 
^^ Go thon in haste, and risk no more delays, 
4od in the city all the mighty riuse ; 
Follow this Sheha with a vnl/rous sight, 
Anj crash him early with a lion's might ; 
Lest strength he gather as he scoars the plain, 
And strong*fenced cities to secare him gain. 
Where he detection silly may evade. 
And, by his cunning, wavering minds persuade; 
And thns, by art, by time, and force, obtain 
What we can never from his grasp regain ; 
Which may be worse, and more extensive far, 
Than Absalom^s revolt, and civil war." 

Tnie to his diarge in his exalted post, 
Uoshai qow raises a commanding host ; 
Departs ;-^while Joab with another force 
Moves on to join in military coarse, 

g 
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Wheo ata itone in Gibaa, noted fa% 
Thaj meet Anaaa with his troops of w«r^ 
Where now in three*fold straagth thej fimi^o 

Coniolidated in a poweilol mass : • . >/ 

Bat envious Joab^ of a cruel hearty 
Brook'd not to act in an inferior part ; 
And to this chief his (Usaffectcd mind 
Had long a deatli-blow underneath desiga'd. 
The time now came his comsade's Mood to ?^V ^ 
And wreak in Tengeance his insatiate wJU^ 
Which thus occurred : across his loins was aising 
A bdt, in which a sword suspended hai^g; « 
When, as by chance, out-siipp'd tltf ^tlittenpf- 
blade, 

But scarce one moment undiscoverM laid ; 

Yet as Amasa no designings saw. 

It struck his bosom with no sense of awe, 

Nor did he feel it from the naked blade> 

As Joab forward his advances made; 

For idl his ill designs and arts of guile 

Were well glozed over with a treachVous smile. . 

Fawning he came, and his obeisance paid. 

When mildlj thus he kind inquiry ma^e | 

" Art thou ID health, my brother ?»' — 

Then by the beard he took him, as to prove 

By the fraternal kiss his pledge of knre ; 

Instead of which, his active hand below 

Darted the weapon witfi a fatal blow. 
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When from €^ deeply-penetrated woond 
Oat-gn^d the entrails and the blood around; 
Awhile stnmg natnre straggled in the stiife^ 
Bat soon overcome, he bade adten to life ; 
While fellow-soldiers, who were stan^g hjy 
In parting angrish lieaved the pitying sigl^ 

Thus the meek lamb beholds the fatal knifs 
Prepared to rob it of its blood and life ; 
And fears no 111, till by the piercing stroke 
It writhing feels the thread of life is broke* 

O wretched man !— what an atrocious deed^ 
Thus in cold blood to make thy comrade bleed ! 
How base in thee, of miUtary fame, 
To tarnish honour with th* assassin's name ! 
So wide-opposed to all the just and brave, 
Who fight in public, but in private save. 
But as with Abner, so again we find 
The base descendiogs of a cruel mind, 
That stops at nothing, or with foe or friend, 
To glut its rancour, and to gain its end : 
But retributions in the present time 
Are seen at seasons to rebound on crime; 
So Joab found : — ^his measures met a blast ; 
For wanton murders brought his death at last* , 

Now Joab forward sped, his agent stood 
O'er the distended corse,, imbrued in blood, 
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And pressed tfie man^ in A$it miwmuB miy^" 
Their chief to follow with the former gonef 
Bat the Md dgfata gcMTtd ioteieat ^noM, 
And crowds too- long vpen tlie road detaiaTd ; 
For^moet tside tholionid ofeiject'drevy 
As they pass'd oo^ to ^top and take a.view ; 
Nor Tiew'd thej fatedlets^ bnt with pangent 

To see thus aawdet^d sach a vdved oytf: 
This s^en, the. man thai took the corse, to lay . 
Withio a field, out of the travellers' way, 
O'er which a cloth, to hide the woands, he 

fl^refid, 
Then back in speed to take his station fled, 
And left him there in homing heat of day, 
To hm)gr|r vultures and to dogs a prey; 



The map retam'd, ftill foand a pressing 
To urge the soldiers as their ranks succeed. 
For though the object was from sight convey'dy 
Yet many halted, and inquiry made ; 
For deep concern each thonghtfid ndndpossesaVI, 
Which gloon^ fnd sadneQ^ lu tMi" looks ex«» 
prefs'd,. 

P^ow o'er the tcoops, and in Amasa's steady ' 
Joab assumes^ In full command^ to kad ; 
His wi^ thus gaining, par^moant t)%r aU^ • : ■ 
His own advan0i§, and this cc»mmander's faU, 
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•- « 
TUb Mlf-made chief df cbiiefs, thus pompotts 

gfOWQy 

PoshM <m eagdr search from town to town ; 
Witb Abbhai, still in some command, 
He leaves no refage as be sweeps the land ; 
Bat fniitless all, till Abel they draw neai^ "^ 
When, near the dtj, better signs appear ; 
For news reports, the rebel thought to pass 
His life secure within its bars^of brass ; 
Bat false his rest 1^-for 'tis not Abel's wall, 

Though strong and lofty, can prevent his fall. 

' ' ... 

Sheba pent here, they, to secure his death, 
SurroiiBd the city with a ridge of earth ; 
Then sink a trench that in the centre stood 
The town deyoted to a scene of blood. 
For engines now play'd on each massive bar 
With all the tfannder of tremendous war ; 
While battering-rams began their rage to burst, 
To bring down buildings into heaps of dust ; 
When from its waHs a female^s Voice is heard, 
One foromost of ber sex, and much preferr'd, * 
Whose wisdom, and whose patriotic zeal, ' 
Had oft been witnessed for thie public weal; 
And now aroused, she from the lofty wall, 
With a shinllfvice^ Was beard aloud to call { 
<^ Warriors !-^ttend !-— 4ell Joal> to come dear, 
Tliat he may reaaen with the people here." ' ^' 



t 

The dUei: i^q^riiodf-^ qprieUy • went Ui^ffitj, 
To hear what now this orator could sajE } 
Bat ere hep speech of iM0oiii»g fowtts bcfsa^ 'i 
She briefly eaked, <^ Art tboa the yerj laife ??* 
As short he anawec'd, « Yes."--^^ W9II tibm^ 1 

(She in retam,) <' attevd to whnt I saj.** 

<< Speak oni" he adds, ^^fiarl em now so near '• 

Thy Toice eonee dearly to mf Mwie»tng e«iw^ 

The woman then resameSy while tomaUaa^aae^' 
And fix'd attendoD lulls the whole to peace : 
<< I call theO) general^ U> approach the bar 
To give thy reasons for so rash a war. 
For unprovoked, through any cauae we Imew,^. ■ 
Ton now inTolve the innocent in woe. 
Say thepy why thu» we must your mge racene^ 
And if a reason, now that reason gi?e« 



<< It hae been said, that when the people jnr. 
They come to Abel^ aod so end the war : . '^ 
If tm^--so be it on this very day ; 
listen to counsel, and your anger stay; 
For here we are all citizens of peace. 
And wish that discord may for ever oeas# ( 
Then why ebmpUy) and witjioat a eai^e^ i 

Treat us so harsh^ as your decided foes ? - . :. 4 
And thus the peaceful at their homes annoy^ -* r 
Their lirea eodaoger^ and their tows destroy ?** - 



Ghaniinl with tlie Msftt^i ^«M dM^'^sdlid 

The!cliWf^timB«ifir^iMtoter'elaqtt«iefe?^ * ^ 
«»Tl8f«r€fOrtnifrJ-^«h1Witv^*r,^ *" ^^^ 

H w tbee^ nor them, woald I the least aiiiiby, 
Nor l»wa nor ir$m hi •^JftMI'^ragfe dUKtMy'j • 
Bat loMnr, ImMiddftdNiy; ^^>4hiir day ^ ^ ^ 
Harbour a ttlMl whotti^^is^k f» "OStf t ''^ 
His name is Sh«!»y who by trait'roos ways, 
Hob tried his art a ctiFll w«r n> ttAUb I * 

And till to jvtke we liMknAm' Mngi, 
There is^nd safety Ibr tiheiteflitt or kiiig« 
'Tis him we seek ; and If^hil ttMn yott give^; 
Peace WB' Rstore^ and Awry sottl shall live^^ 

The (erms were grtrtefiil, aid ' with w<ekottte 
came, 
When thos rejoin'd the Israelitish dame : 
^ lif^hts he dl for which yoa hefte contend, 
Soon shall his head (torn off these walls descend^ 
Far what is one, a»d that lor crimes to pay, - 
Todioa88Bdihar»«rhMooeatot»slay?^^ -^ 

So said'-^he matmn, glad oC sach «ocoMa 
To end the pressai^ ot th^r g4<^t:dtolreBa, ^ 
Flies to th€*f city chiefc, the terms to lay ; • 
They h«uv*i*attend— and readilly«*ey* 
PleaselJ>t)y sndh'tteiias td^^qaie tiivmndia9«ti^ 
They doom the captive to the loss of life. 
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finnigldt to Aci block by powers h^ mttt^l^y. 
His head was sefer'd off and bome away ; . 
Then jiveD the femalo^ who no. moments lost, , 
Bat threw the prise to satisfy the host. 
As fnemtbe top of the stnpendotts waMs 
The head, fresh-bleedbg, onto Joab falls,' 
Load shoats of trfaimph either Me emfHoj^ . 
In simalUudeoos, maiaal hunts of joy. . 

The end thos gain'd, their hostile measiriPes 
cease, 
And Joab, faithfn!, grants the prondsed p^ace. ' 
His order giren, the shrill-toned tnimpet's souiid 
Proclaims retreat to all the troops aroond ; 
When thoosands on the walls, with gratefhlTtew, 
See them recede^ and gladly bid adien; 
Whilst many a soldier is rejoiced to c(Hne, 
Tam'd from his perils with his face to hon^e. 

At last, the city reach'd, with high applaase * 
They are: saluted in the pnblic canse ; ' 
Bat still the tidings greater pleasures bring . 
To crown .the wishes of the anxious king ; 
For prospects open, as the troubles cease, 
That all will settle in united peace, 
And wearied people join in one accord. 
To own hhn soverdgn, and their lawful, lord. ' 
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Thus things conspired bright prospects to relief, 
And paint them grateful to the monarth% tie#.!' 
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Pro^lioiuk en 1 — ^wbence all cheering hope 
Took into fatnre times a pleasing scope, 
There saw enfoyments in this view increase, 
Crown'd with home-Comforts^ and a land at peace. 
FaUaciooB hope !>— soon other scenes employ, 
Than thus to revel in the courts of joy. 
He came to mle indeed, hot his command 
Was only o'er a deeply saffering land ; 
For soon a scoorge prevailed with awful dread, 
And Jaid some thousands of his sshjects dead ; 
Nor knew the king how soon he might be one 
Caird to the grave, and all his gl<»jes gone! 
Three years of famine, hig with death and woe, 
The people now, alas ! were doom'd to know, 
Sent in the secret by the Lord's command. 
To overspread and desolate the land ! 

David ioqnired the supernatural cause 
Why such afBLiction in the states arose ? 
The answer was : << The punishments that fell 
Arise from crimes within the line of Sanl, 
Whose bloody house the Gibeonites annoy'd 
In wanton war, and countless lives destroyed." 

Thns came the answer, but no word to say 
What would appease, and whatth' affliction stay* 
Then from the Gibeonites he tries to find 
What sacrifice will reconcile the mind; 
In hope thereby to pacify that Hand) 
Which seem'd ontstretch*d io desolate the. lind* ' 
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^ Wl^t flball I do for yoo,, (tke on^^arck arfd^) /; 

In what atone, that wrath maj he allaj*d ? 

What yon require n^ fnaadate shall aibrdy 

If jon bat hleu the people of the Lord» 

That we nay try if Ivply that may prove t 

To reconcile, and onr distrei^ remote." /; 

The proposition made, (hey soon reply : 

<< No one of yon do we require to die; 

Nor for your gold do we in ayarice call 

In retribution for the honse of Seal : 

Tet blood for blood most go, for nothing leaa 

Can this great grieTaace to the full redress* 

Seven of Saul's line to hang, of right we claim. 

To blot his crime, and stigmatize his name ; 

Disgrace to fix upon that man who gave 

Our guiltless tribes to an untimely grave ; 

And sought, while living, with despotic hand. 

Our extirpation from our native land." 

To this demaud the king in haste agreed, 

With hopes alive to have the nation freed. 

Seven were selected, but at David's will 

Mephibosheth was spared from such an ill ; 

Who still preserved him from all harm, to prove 

His mem'ry faithful to his father's love. 

To those strong bonds which had between them 

pass'd, 
Seal'd with an oath, through future times to last. 

The helpless victims now are given to bear 
Their dooms alike j-nm early death lo share ! 



Wbim^ t0t tfaoae ftittlt^'in nMth they bbre no 
part, '•"'.!*' 

They hang In Gfbedi, irfCh^mrfec^faig heart. 
Severe ! aad &r ks maki io tnto can go ; ' 

Tet 'tis boti<no0leat-^bat * ckaing woe a 
Bejond this «t«lo n» i^anMnnents extend 
From felloir-vortBlSybtit with life ibej end. 
Then past the eottfliot of sneh short dii^tresi, 
The Almighty may ^th due reqoilai Mess ; 
By bliss eternal in another sph<!^, 
Balance the seeming wvongs kiilicted here. * 
Then judge not— ^ao! nor dt«ds lojiMdce call, 
Which thus to mortals on this -earth belall, 
For thy perceptions nnto time relate, 
And cannot reach into a higher state, 
There to behold, in all assign'd degrees, 
Transcendent jostice in the last decrees. 
Wisely then leave what thon canst never scan. 
And keep that station which belongs to man ; 
<^ To bend submissive — nor his lot deplore ; — 
To live in faith, and God in all adore." 

Rfzpab) the mother of two sons thns slain, 
Feels the keen angnbh of parental pahi, 
And now does all maternal dnty pay 
To guard these reliques both by night and day ; 
By day defending f rotoi the vnituras' might. 
And beasts of pey that prowl for food at night. 
E'en till the signs of favour come again 
Of dew9 ascending,, or of gentle ^fai, - 
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Till irirfdiltseenstbey :w«i fatiflittoitay^i. 
And none allow'd to bear them haam awty. , 
At last tk» signal come ; no QKm Ml' aif 
To be expo9«d~*it ended Wapih's case ; . 
For DaTid bow aff Ues with eanett oiBd 
The bones of Seal aad all hif boote toMU 
To thie eoUectioo of the royal line t 

They gife the botteon of the sacvd ehiiee ;, 
Bat Saul's and Jonathan's <» spleod&d bier^ 
In foreoMSt raalh of foneral lUes appear^ 
Sepulchred thus ;-— such is the final end, • 
And last deposit of bis fiathful lUend) 
To whose dear memory at the close appears 
A deep sensatioQ in his farewell tears i 

The scourge of death thus stayed, now once 
again 
Health was restored, and plenty spread the plain; 
But trials yet came on ;-'-another rose . . 

From the PbiltstiaeSy bis invetemte foes« 
These restless people flew again to. war, 
And with boldthieatenings spread their armiea far. 
David must rise ; — ^he takes the studded shield. 
And withliis thousands seeks th' embattled field; 
There fights courageous, but, alas I at lengthy* 
Fatigne o'erpower'd him, aad he lost htaatrea^lh : 
He grew too faint to make the ^ek advance, * 
To raise the spear, or dart the woondiog iauM^ 
This WM perceived by a gigantic fse 
Who raised Us luuid to itfikn • iatal:Uo«r.^... ^ 
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Bit here,* belitbkl, Utat A»#6r wkoitilet ^m aB, 
Wdald B«t pmah; lii fftToafite l9nB to.iall ; 
Would not ^lennit a gentile Ikaad ta elaim 
The mde ^tinetloii «€ so -fair a fadbe^ 
A shielding hatid:tra9 lent i» tat e i p oge^ 
And resetted I>ai4d in the sacred causa. 
Prompt Abishai-^tekly ttdpp*d the bk(W,< 
Engaged the- gltait^ and dispatdM thie Iba. 

The men tbas SMlng I>avld^8 death was near. 
Felt for ttiek'klog.a loyat-hearted fear. 
And in their aeal, bonnd bj att oath, declare 
He shall no longu'.lead them forth to war ; ^ 
^^ Lest" as thej- say, << in some socceedng %lit . 
Thy life be lost, and Israel quench its light." 

Agun — again — and jet again were wars ; 
In three more battles clash'd the sounding cars ; 
But though the pagans tried and tried again, 
Yet all their eibrts were but urged in ve^n ; 
For still defeats (/ercame their furious host, 
Their troops were vanquished, and their heroes 
lost. . 

In these fierce battles, 'midst the numbers slain. 
Ware three huge giants, tyrants of the plain ; 
The last of whom, besides his size and might, * 
Was in some members of unnatural sight; 
For on each foot were seen six toes to stand^ : 
And ste large fli^tia on each sinewy hand. 
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Of gkot UHh^-^l limte tbil all 

Of ¥annting spirit ;~78l the monsfetr feU i 

Thus tbe last ofipriog of their giaiit»d«Bd^ 

And Dooe now left to rale with towering head f 

And having battles in svecessloa lost^ 

Itstaj'd the comage of the pagan best; 

So fallj foell'd it, that in David's Ufe 

No more was witnessed of theb wavs and strife. 

Thus ere the king was Samoion'd to the grtiv^, 
His God, in mercji peace and plenty gave ; 
For which he felt, as he was wont to ftel, 
A gratefol bosom, and a pions zeal, 
That caused his heart hi fervent strains to raise 
His hymns of thanlis, of gratitude, and praise ; 
Which in memorials stand, and where we find 
A lively portrait of the author's mind. 
Safely pavilion'd here, ah! might he stand, 
Fix'd on this rodt, and better times command ; 
Enjoy bis quiet when so richly blest 
With every comfort in the lap of test ; 
That the few years before Iris final close 
Might be the emblem of his last repose. 
Bat not his lot ! — ^for he must witness more 
Of storms to beat him ere he gain die shore. 

In sultry days a gathering cloud will rise, 
O'ercast the heavens — and thunders rend the 
slcies ; 
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But pass'd awii^ tb* mo bieakf forth aiMW^ 
And paints «|1 pleastog to th' attracted view ; 
Yet— ere 'ti4 long) ckrads rise od cloadi again^ 
Renew th^ir raffo^ and deloge all the plain : 
So David's life;'--«uch atonoos be often koew^ 
With change .of sooahioe, flatteriog to his vlvw^ 
And oft he baak'd as in the cheering beam. 
Thought aU..waaiOver» and etid^'<^ ^^^ gleam ; 
When swelling clouds again his heaven o^ercoat^ 
And brought another^ and another blast ! 

David now felt too anxious to obtain 
The population of his vast domaioy 
Prompted bj pride, though we are loth to tell, 
Bj which men fall, and even angels fell* 
This was permitted ; for the nation too 
Had heaven offended, and a scourge was due ; 
Hence king and people felt, ere long, the rod 
Of an offended and chastising God* 

Joab was calPd, and had a strict command 
To count the people over all the land. 
From end to. end ; bat wisely he foresaw 
The deed, was wrong, and let his master know. 
^< Now let the people," aays this wary man, 
<< Be e'er so great from farthest end to Dan, 
May God an hundred fold bestow on thee. 
And may my Lord the countless numbers see ; 
But why shonldst thou in such an act delight ? 
WiU it be grateful in Jehovah's sight? 
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Or raiber will it not a treipm pnm^ 
To islfle Us anger^ and to Ipse his loir?? " 

Sncb modest hints for him thus Joab gare^ 

Hb king and coontiy from all haqii to iS^e; ^ 

Bat David kept a still detenniiied miqdy 
The nombera whom be solely mled to find ; 

Nor coof d the captains of his hosts sncce^ 

To torn tuis purpose from the faTomite, d^. 

Joab obeys :•— the captains forced cmofj^^ 
For subjects seldom dare their kings dep]^ . 
They leave tlie monarch $ and thus at coBaioai&d,|^| 
Compass the borders of th' extensive land 5 . t 
Pass to and fro^ md with mach time and ptios^. j 
Collect the numbers that the realm contuns. 

At last returned) and all samm'd np^ they b^in^ 
The vast amount to gratify the king; 
In lieu of which, within his breast he found ^ 
Conviction seated, and a painful wound ! . 

His error thus perceived, he felt the smart, . 
For God condemn'd him in his inward part^ .,. i 
He felt tlie value of th' advice denied, > . . ^ 

With clear perception of his ruling pvU^^, -« 1 • * 
And much he grieved, nor ceased he to laiii«^ j; • 
Bat ah>l too late to step the ^re event* ,. , , ,^ /; 
^^I see— I own it — gracious Lord," saysbef;; 
<« The aifik P^e^sinned) and my oflbnce tf^Tj9^ ^ i 
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Foolish iodedL 'the act that I havedone, '^ "^ 

And all the harden rests on me aloaerr 

Bat be Thoo pleased to hear mj haoEihle prayer^ 

Once more to pardon, and in love to spare ^ 

That bA. I live the longed, I may see 

Thy goodneirs lk>ondless to the world lOid me." ' 

Thas David hambly now preferred his prayer^ 
Bat heavenly mercy w4s not won to spare ; 
For Israel had offended — and from hence 
Jadgmedt hang o'er them for the high offence ; * 
And noT^ this time was come the scoarge to Mngj 
By 'secdnfd means,* throagh their offending king, < • 
In which himself a part mast deeply l)ear ; 
Thon^ bdtto dealh^^yet An abundant shart.. 

After a night of thought, when mornlog grey ' 
Began to dapple forth' approach of day. 
The prophet Gad a duteoos sense obeyed. 
And to the king an early visit paid, 
There to dischai^e what had iieen elearly givcn^ 
In a night virion, as the will of Heaven* - 
The hoarf-headed seer, in awfal frame 
And painfnl feelings, to the numareh came ; 
Bat there was glad, in some degree to intd 
In bim a broken and eontHted mind ; 
When thus he spoke: <^A message kn0W, O 

kittg, 
To ftee, with sorrow, from the Lord I bfbif^ .' 
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Afld thof Imntowft ^ Thy criibes now caSI 

For heaTj toofeaiice on thy head to faf 1 : ' 

Bat of three jadgments thou tiij choice niayst 

makey 
Though any one thy redm and thee lAudl shaken 
Shall seven hard years of famhie dMn the e^rCh, 
And bring its thoosands to nntimely death i 
Or for three months shalt thoa he {breed ioi^ ' 
Before thy foes, and see thy forces die? ^ ' 
Or shall the pestilence prevail 4)^r all 
And for three days a sweeping munberfkll? ' '' 
Sacb are the terms ;-<»c<mslder the^ and say ' 
What charge |d answer I most now convey ^'^ 

The kfaig, perpleiL*d on andi an awfid dsoibe,' 
Trembled in fear, nor raised awhHe his voice ; 
For though a lavonr when of choice poaacasM^ 
Tet sore the issue when he chose the beat 
At kst he faintly says :<« A strait I fbel;^^ 
But let me be at the Almighty's wiB ; 
Mnch safer so than if myself, and a31| 
Shonld to the hands of fellow-mortids ftB» 
To Him I bow — and to his righteons hand 
Commit mysdf and my devoted land." 

The choice thus fix'd, a pestilence wiis sekW, 
That seventy thousand from his kingdom renij' 
And thus reduced, by a quick turn of tide, ' ' '' 
The very lives on which was built his pride. ' 
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And li^e^ w^.9iee»wb«t^hf»rrors jaavy, from crime^ 
Overwhelm a state in little space of tim^* 

Dire was the scottrge, as if to clear the 0Mrth 
Of huisaii life bjtbu» tremendoiu death; 
Fob a desftrojiog angel oaward past, 
And spread ar^OAda pestil^oUai blast. 
Wl^n David WW. the ni^j thoiimMb fall. 
And seem'd Uomtf the grief 0119 cai^e of all^ 
It roused his (e^lkigf^ and wkjb great dhuo$jf 
It made him thus in .sympathy tM> pfaj : 
^^ Lord, it was I ! — I— -I have sinn'd to thee^ 
Then should thy veogeance 00I7 rest on me ; 
For these poor sheep, alas i what have they done I 
Have they transgressed, ^nd from their duty .gone? 
No !-^they are g«Utlesi>^ — it is J — and all 
Thy wrath qn me and on my hoose should (all.'* 

The dreadfal angel still moved o'er the earth. 
Diffusing, as he went* devouring death ; 
And o'er Jemaalem come, he spread alamiy 
With blaaiag sword, and an outstretched arm, 
Readyto atri ke.— David beheld with awe. 
And inward trembled at the threaten'd blow, 
Who, with the elders, prone in sackcloth laid, 
And int^rqesfiion with Jehovah made ; 
When won with pity, an alUgracious Ifnd, 
By quick command, stay'd the pestiferous sword* 
^< It is enough !" he said, ^^m^ bold thy beud ;. 
The city spare — nor move till I command.'' 
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Strict, to the charge, the menace mm -was 

waTed} 
And the metropolis thus in mercy sayed ; 
Tet the fierce angel, at renew'd command^ 
Pass'd o'er the coontrj with destmctire han^ 
'Where still the sickness raged and far iKas^ppead, 
Increasing thousands to the number dead ; 
Bat ere 'twas long, Gad had in ch»ge U> bring 
A gracious message to relieve the king. 
*' To where Araunah dwells, go up," he said, 
<^ Near which the spreadmg of the plague was 

staj'd, 
And on the thrashing floor, with humble fear^ 
Unto the Lord a holy altar rear. 

David rejoiced ;-*-and ready to obey, 
Proceeds in faith, afraid of all delay. 
With all his servants ; — none thought fit to spar^ 
As 'tis unknown what will be wanted thene. 
Araunah and his house with awe had seen 
The angel hovering heaven and earth between^ 
When his four sons, struck with superior dread, 
Had shrunk aghast, and each had hid his hea^^ 

Arannah inet the king with bow profound^ 
E'en so respectful as to touch the ground^ 
Who questioned, << What his servant could 
affdrd 

To claim a visit from his honoqr'd lord i** ' 



BOOK XI. «}if 

Thekiog rcftai*iis :' << Thas in aa awf al hAur 
I come in haste to buy thy thrashing-floor, 
That clad in sackcloth, and in hamhle fear, 
I may an altar to Jehovah rear, 
And gain the favonr from his holy hand 
To stop the judgobent in the suffering land." 

^^.(Sood is'thy caose,'' Araonah then replied; 
'^ Ask what thou wiKr^it shall not be deOied* 
Behold, the place is thine ;f-^the oxen take, 
And sacrifices- here unsparing make : 
For fire, the yoke and implements are free 
At thy command, and all I gire to thee ; 
Do then thy part, and may the Lord thy God 
Accept the offerings, and suspend the rod*" 

. The king was pleased thus all at hand to find, 
And in the giver such a generous mind ; 
Yet to accept he thought too low it laid 
A sacrifice, without a value paid. 
After short pause, in order to explain 
His hesitation, he retum'd again : 
^' Thy offer's liberal, butthou must not give, 
Nor I. thus lightly at thy hand receive ; 
For far from me be that chepp sacrifice 
Which I could offer that has cost no price. 
Nay, never let such holy deeds be cross'd 
By narrow, thought of what the measures cost ; 
For what can we bestow of all we have 
But what tb' Almighty Iq hi9 goodness gave ? " 
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Of shekel^ wdgk'd in bars of iMMlhre gold ; 
And bot^ ooDtent ; (dv aft s«cb tMBMt as tbeicr ' 
All mnadane treaaaraa Boaroe can veK«r f^caae ;' 
The mind mora ix'd^m lt{(B?a. defending liurth^ 
A long her^fum^ .nod the pai^^a^f doatk "^ ^ 

r 

The parchaae thii» on Headjilemia^gmnd,' 
The oie^ soon before the^UavUeed; ^ / ' 
When wood is placed^ and fieiy neiniiifi ifs«* 
In smoky vokunes welcomed to tbe AMa ; < '( 
For heaT^n appeased^ the angel had oontnarad ^ 
To sheath his sw<»d) and further spare the UMy^ 
When the prompt Seraph with, ^ke chatfa 

complies. 
Withdraws his blade, and dairts into the dkica ; 
On which the plague from future n^e is Irtay^ 
Warm thanks are raised, and last obkfona ttadej 



H^PP7 the land, restored to health again. 
From sickness, horror, and toro^nti^g pain ; 
Tet the survivors bad to mourn the end 
Of many kindred, and of many a friend ; 
Which oft the mind in retrospeot em^loy^d, • 
And damp'd the comforts they had else enjcj^v 

.t • 

Now David, much exhanatedjon ibe stage,- 
Feels prematurely die approach of age. 
For hoary hair oft on the head appears 
From crowded ^W^ as.w^l aa?le^gd» of yean; 
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Tet seTeoty saDS bad niii) and let him know 

His share of blessings^ and his lot of woe ; 

And broaght him now, through all conflicting strife^ 

To stand becalm'd, as on the verge of life. 

Thoogh strong in mentals, yet his corporal frame 

But feebly felt the glow of vital flame ; 

When, to diffiise the animating heat^ 

And keep the heart to lengthened life to teat, 

The famed for knowledge did their utmost part 

In all the wisdom of the healing art ; 

Yet all fell short in his declining days 

To give fresh strength, and animaticm raiise* 

At last they jadged, heat most congenial came 

From life to life — from hnman frame to frame^ 

And virgin warmth the strongest to impart 

Re-animalion to a languid heart : 

Hence thej proposed a maid of glowing heat, 

In whom the arteries with fall vigoar beat— • 

One Abishag, a lively nymph, they chose. 

To watch the king, and by his side repose, 

Warmth to impart, and night and day prepare 

Reviving cordials with assiduons care* 

Thus Abishag awhile due service paid. 
And might afibrd some temporary aid, 
But restoration they could not obtain ; 
They did their utmost — ^but they strove in vain ! 
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tlie thrane before his fathei't decease; draws a large 
party to hlniy and entertains them with aliberal feast— The 
prophet Nathan apprises BathshdwL — She intercedes with 
DaTid, and obtahis for her son Solomon the renewed grant 
to inherit the Jdngdom ; and he is that day crowned king, 
while the other party are fe|8tlnf • — Adonijah defeated, is 
now left to shift for himself, and flies to the horns of the 
altar for protection. — Solomon, as king, sends for hhn, 
and grants his pardon on condition of futdre good con- 
duct — David drawing towards his end, convenes the chiefs 
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of the kingdom. — He zealoosly addremes them and his 
son, particularly on his favanrite ol^ect of bnildiog the 
temple. — The company enter deeply into the spirit of the 
work, and contribute largely to the general provisiOD for 
the service.— Three thousand head of cattle constitute a 
sacrifice on the occasion. — Solomon at the same time it 
again crowned king, with great rejoicings. — David gives 
his last advice to bis son, and soon after dies. — The fune- 
ral, and general mourning of the people.— Condnsion, 



DAVID. 



Sooit f^t cnoelft^* 



David enfeebled now, unfit to stand 
An active ruler o'er a populous land. 
One of his house, a long-iiidttiged son, 
Boldly attempted to usurp the throne. 

Prince Adonijah, this spoil'd son of pride, 
Thought time too long before his parent died, 
And being high in mind, and rashly vain, 
He deemed himself well qualified to reign* 
So Absalom before him vainly thought. 
But all was soon to fatal ruin brought ; 
Enough to warn against such steps to tread, 
Yet short it fell to guard his giddy head ; 
For now he tries with lavish hand, and cost, 
In pomp to fit him for the envied post. 

t2 
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Hfs chariots roll ;— -his guards to nambers wait. 

And fifty footmen ran before in state. 

Risen to sach notice, he attempts to bring 

The men of note from the lethargic king, 

Whom with the first he fiery Joab draws, 

In militarj front to aid his canse ; 

And to preside o'er sacerdotal things, 

Abiathar, the snpple friend of kings. 

But he, poor man, too easy to persuade, 

Dearly, ere long, for his defection paid. 

Back the tide ebb'd ;-<-the next in power, no 

more 
To holy functions wonld his rank restore. 
But lost to influence, and no more in fame, 
A banish'd exile he at last became ! 
A striking lesson this for some to read. 
To mark unstable deeds to what they lead. 
Sincerity and truth are precicvas things ; 
Prized in a slave — ^the ornament of kings ; 
Virtues that take with them their own reward. 
Implicit confidence, and due regard ; 
And often win — for who can be so vile 
As to repay sincerity with guile ? 

Thus rose defection ; but the chief remain 
True to their king, whom no allurements gain : 
And wiser they ; for mostly in the end 
Success and blessings on his cause attend ; 
For though the road at times was rough to tread. 
Yet to a smoother part it mostly led. 
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This rebel son now a rich feast provides ; — 
The deer is slanghter'd with its speckled sides ; 
Fat sheep, fed oxen, in a numeroas train, 
For the great banquet are unsparing slain, 
And lavish store, drawn from the juicy vine, 
Flashes in golden cups the tempting wine : 
Fit agents these to all around inspire 
With vivid spirits and intemperate fire — 
To urge them on a work of pride to aid, 
Which soon its votaries in a snare betray'd. 

Here to partake an invitation goes 
By a selection fitted to his cause ; 
Nor were his brothers of his guests the least 
To share a portion of the jovial feast, 
Though Solomon was left behind to stay, 
Unfit to join them on that factious day ; 
For rival sons, it broke the bond of love, 
As brother here against a brother strove. 

Now to the revelling feast vast numbers draw ; 
The rich, the poor, the weak, the mighty go ; 
Some vrild in party ;-— nor perhaps the least, 
A number only to enjoy the feast ; 
Tet all at last, though simply some begun, 
Go with the stream, and to disorder run ; ^ 
For feasting freely void of due control, 
They drown reflection in the copious bowl, 
And thus indulging in the liberal glass, 
In one strong vortex whirl the giddy mass. 

t8 
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The iaithfal prophet, Nathan, now foiesaw 
The gathering mischief with a sense of awe, 
And thought no time to conplenict the host 
Shoold on the occasion be sapin^lj lost ; 
Ai by delays they might a power obtain 
Which David's party scarcely conld regain. 
He then in haste to queen Bathsheba goes 
To state the danger of the royal cause, 
Whom in the interview, with anxious breas^ 
He thus, abrupt, with energy address'd : 
^< Hast thou not heard, O queen ! and to thy pain. 
That Adonijah now assumes to reign. 
While to the king his actiims are unknown. 
Although we tremble for the tottering crown ? 
Then if thou'rt anxious Solomon to save 
From a supplanter, and perhaps a grave. 
Let me give counsel ;— lose no time to go 
Before the king, to let him franldy know ; 
Then say : < O. king ! didst thou not swear to me 
Tliat Solomon should reign instead of thee } 
Then why this upstart son this day to gain ^f 
The people's sufifrage o'er the land to rei^ ? 
For Adonijah, at this very hour. 
Is on the point to gain the sovereign power. 
This done ;-4n haste I will come in to aid, 
And all confirm thou hast before me said." 

) 
Her feelings roused, the queen, with anxious 

heart, l . 

Groes to the king her message to impart^ 
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Quick was her step, her hosom' fnli of fears, 
And in her eye a ready gnsh of tears. 
An audience gain'd, she an ohmsaoce made, 
But thus was question'd ere a word she said:. 
f^ And what wooULst thou 7*^— ^he soon in anaiTer 

says: 
<M would revive what pte'd in former days. 
Didst thoa not then declare that Solomon, 
Thy child of choke^ should sit upon the thrMe' ; 
And with an .oath hetween the LoftL aqd thee * 
G>nfirm this promise to that soa and me i 
Then why this day should Adpftijab gain 
The people's choice by stmtagem to reign 1 
For know, my lord, what is to thee unknown, ' 
He now is plotting to obtain the crown, 
And at this time a factions crowd ate gone 
To choose him king, and fix lum on tlie throne, 
O'er whom Abiathar assumes to stand. 
While JoaVs captain o'er a martial band* 
There too^ while Solomon is left akme^ 
Are all thy sons to join the medley gone. 
For whom he has a lavish feast prepared^ 
Nor life nor cost to treat his party spared, 
But slain fat cattle, oxen, sheep, and fowl. 
Nor spared with wines, to charge the copious bowL 

^^ Now all the eyes of Israel look to see 
Whom thoa wilt name to rule instead of thee ; 
And if thy choice shall not be fix'd on ono 
Ere to thy fathers thoa to rest art gone, 

T 4 
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Sore nioe^ and I, will in saoceediBg life 
Be deeoa'd offenders, and tbe cense of strife#" 

Jttst as she clesed, before an answer eame, 
A voice pioclaini'd the prophet Nathan's name. 
The king apprised-— the sndden stranger now 
Forward advanced, and mlde m reverent bow ; 
Then bastj tfans : << Bifayst thosy O king ! expkiD 
If Adonijah thou desigtt^st to reign ; 
That when thoit rteep'st, and from this stage art 

gone, 
He may snceeed to fill th* Imperial throne. 
For he has slaki his Istted beasts and sh^p, 
And racked hfe wines, a jovial feast to keep ; 
To which thy sev^eral sons, excepting one, 
With priests, vHth captahis, and a host are gone, 
Where now they rev^l, ahdtHCh high renown 
Frocldm their choice to Adonijah crown. 
Then say, my lord, if they thy wish fhlftl. 
And thoa hast kept from me thy secret will ? '' 

The king pansed not to answer or expiidn, 
Bat called the queen ; who now retomM again. 
Anxious she came, and all attentive stood, 
With a mix'd feeling, and in pensive mood ; 
For words of great iiftport had now to come 
From David's lips to seal her fbtare doom, 
His Wish to grant npion a feVoifrite son. 
Or blast their prospects, fix'd upon the throne ; 
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Bat qaick relief came in this faalteiing voice : 

<< Yes ! — I decreed, and now confirm the choice ; 

E'en as to thee before, again I swear, 

That Solomon, thy son, the crown shall wear ! 

As the Lord lives, and has been pleased to bless, 

Relieving oft from scenes of great distress, 

It shall be so ; — ^nor longer now delay. 

Bat all accomplish on this very day ; 

He shall the sammit of thy wish obtain. 

And the sole sovereign over Israel reign," 

The qneen, elated with maternal heat. 
Felt her fall heart with gratitade to beat. 
Nor scarcely coald, in her confased address, 
Find flow of words her feelings to express ; 
When to the groimd her supple knees she pHes, 
And, ^^ live my lord! long live the king!" she 

cries. 
Risen on her feet, and thanks thns warmly paid, 
She now no longer with the grant delay'd ; 
Bat to her son, with elevated views. 
Ran qaick to greet him with the grateful news. 

Now David calls the priests and prophets near, 
In consequence this strict command to hear :' 
^^ Take all my servants, nor the meanest spare. 
And in doe order Solomon prepare ; 
A rich caparison of state provide^ 
And cause him on my royal male tp ride ; < 

T S 
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Then down to Gihon go, e'en Id a tnua 
Like tome stroog army issoiiig to the plaio, 
Where with the sacred oil, and holj hand, 
Andnt him sovereign in rapreme command ; 
Then blow the trumpet ;— let joor mnsic ring, 
And hail him loudly your anointed king ! 
When this performance faithfally is done, 
Conduct him back, and set him on the throne ; 
For 'tis my will my place he shall lapply. 
And sway the sceptre ere I yet shall die." 

Quick in return, *^ Amen !*' they warmly cry, 
<' And may thy God < Amen !' alike reply ; 
That as the Lord has blest thee on the throne, 
He may be also with thy honoured son ; 
Make him the hearts of all he rules to g^o. 
And e'en the son's exceed the father's reign." 

Subservient to the charge, the men all bow. 
And with good will and ardent spirits go. 
There Solomon, enrobed in regal state. 
Rides on his father's mule with mien elate, ^ 
While pressing crowds of mtz'd pedestrians 

throng. 
Join to the cavalcade, and drive along. 
To Gihon come ;— -by ^adok now is borne. 
With holy unction fiU'd, th' official horn ; 
Who on the youth pours with his hallow'd halid 
The sacred oil, to fit for high command* 
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This done ;^— 4he trampets blow^ the j^pers play, 
Till rocks lesonod, and echoes roll away. 
Whilst crowds around, in joy exalting, ring : 
^* All-bail our Sovereign !— -live ! long ll?e tiie 
king !" 

Thus matters here — while the pretender's 
guests 
Enjoy'd themselves with false inflated breasts, 
Whom soon the uproar reached ; when in surprise, 
^^ What means that tumult!" Joab startled cries. 
They all attentive the rejoicings hear, 
And all, as conscious, feel a shock of fear». 

Whilst listenbg thus, and as the sounds 
confuse, 
A youth advanced, big with important news, 
Son of Abiathar, who as a spy 
Had held a station as their ear and eye. 
Sweating he comes beneath a torrid sun, 
To tell how matters in the city run ; 
When Adonijah thus : ^ Come forward, youth. 
Thou art a valiant, and a man of truth, 
And bring'st good tidings. — Quick! — let all 
n - « appear ! ^ 
For we are anxious, good or bad, to hear." 

^^ No grateful news," he says, << to you I bring; 
For Solomon, behold ! is made our king ! 
Quick though you were, yet quicker to oppose 
Have been the agents in the royal cause ; 
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For in thi^ space yew oB te oferlimma^ 

And now another oceapie» the t h^ en o l 

While yon were bere to leuc, and drink your 

wine. 
Oar ancient king accomplish'd his design. 
Nathan the prophet, and old Zadok priest. 
He sent his errand — and withoat a feast ;p— 
Ordered his son to ride his male, who sat 
In gorgeous splendour, and in royal state, 
Whom unto Gihon they conducted down, 
Anointed there, and graced him with the crown ; 
Then hack returning, the Vhst crowds around 
HaiPd him their king, and made the air resound ; 
While the musicians, in their robes array'd. 
On pipes, on timbrels, harps, and trumpets play 'd. 
These are the noises that yow ears assail. 
And clamorous thus they over all prevail* 
These out of doors ; — while courtiers caressed 
The king within, and all liis doings bless'd. 
^ May Solomon long live !' they fawning said, 
' Nor ills nor wars his peaceful land invade ; 
And may the Lord exalt his honoured naoie 
Above the greatness of his father's fame ; 
That loud his wisdom and his worth may sound, 
And far be blazon'd in the lands around I' 
To which the king, upon his sickly bed, 
In full accordance bow'd his aged head ; 
And then the silence, which was shorty he iiroke, 
And thus in rapture and thanksgiving spoke z 
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< Blest be iSme Crod of Israel, ^om I 
For all his mercies praise and magnify. 
Who at the last bad given mine eyes to see 
A fix'd saccessor on the throne to me.' " 

This news like thonder on th' assembly broke, 
And DOW afresh their trembling fears awoke : 
Nor feast, nor wine, nor mnsic now employ, 
But dash'd to silence is their jovial joy ; 
Their only thonght, to crown the blithesome day, 
Is sp€ed, in safety to decamp away. 
While well portray'd in every wine-flnsh'd face. 
Glows disappointment, flutter^ and disgrace. 
Ail now is requisition !•— neaf or far*-* 
Th^ ass — ^the mule- — the camel, and the car ; 
While the pedestrians fellow-feel the smart, 
Snatch up their staves, and soon equipt, depart, 
Each for themselves, to east, to north, to west, 
To seek their homes, or some abode of rest* 

Deserted thns, near to the latest mati. 
Through their blank chief a chill of horror ran. 
For e'en fierce Joab, who could much defy, 
Resign'd his courage, and was glad to fly ; 
Whilst Adonijah, head of all the strife, 
Was near to forfeit his unguarded life; 
For as their leader, he at once became 
The butt of censure, and the sport of shame. 
E'en tliose who in the morning of tliat day 
Could praise him, and all adulation pay, 
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Ere tbe ran set amid cast the taunting smik, 
Condemn his rashness, and Ins canse revile. 
Weak minds! which judge not of the gennioe 

deed. 
Bat praise or censure as the views racceed. 



The disappointed prince now sUifts to save ^ 
His very life from an untimelj grave ; 
Hence to the holy altar quick he speeds, 
To gun protection, and lament his deeds. 
He clasps its horns, as safeguard, till he may 
For life and pardon of his brother pray ; 
When some of soft commiserating heart 
To Solomon his deep distress impart. 
And bear his humble and submissive pmyer, 
That he would pity and in mercy spare : 
Nor intercession is preferred in vain. 
For they the grant of their petition gain* 
The new-made king, though flush'd with full 

success, 
Seem'd not vindictive when he saw distress ; 
For thus he answers, with all mildness due ; 
'^ His crimes I censure-— but I pity too. 
Go tell him theo, that if in future life 
He keep aloof from treason and from strife, 
And worthy of regard, he shall not see 
Revenge retorted for the past frpm me ; 
Bat if in him I shall vile deeds descry, 
The sword shall smite and he assuredly die. 
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Go then, and from the altar take him do-wii} 
That he, sabmissive, may have mercy shown." 

Glad of success on such a kind release. 
Quick news is borne of pardon and of peace : 
When joyously received, the trembling man 
In haste from bondage to his brother ran. 
Arrived ; — the throne he now approaches near, 
Bowing and cringing, mix'd with joy and fear ; 
Glad thus the footstool of that throne to gain, 
Where he had plann'd before this time to reign. 
Thus oft ambition from its height is hnrl'd. 
And meets its measure in the present world. 

Gravely the prince received the homage paid, 
And with the pardon very little said ; 
But that was granted, an4 with the release, 
^^ Go to thy house," he says, '^ and live in peace.*' 

Now Solomon by further prudence strove 
His jarring subjects to unite in love ; 
When all he pardon'd ; — then the faction closed. 
And none the station he had gaiuM opposed ; 
But ail submissive, bow'd to his command. 
As co-rex-ruler o'er the peaceful land, 
With cheerful grant, when David should be gone 
To reign sole sovereign on th' imperial throne. 

To David now we turn again the page. 
Declining fast with thought, with toil, and age : 
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He MW bis end by gradnal progress come, 
Wbicb soon would call bim to his final home ; 
He then resolved to do what was on hand, 
While yet his mind was sound, and at command ; 
When, firm to dvty, he convokes from far, 
His princes, elders, and his men of war, 
A vast assembly from the nation ronnd. 
In wisdom, zeal, and pions deeds profound. 
These to the city drawn, due reverence bear, 
And with his several sons, augnst appear* 

Solemn the scene ! around they waiting stand 
Prepared to hear their sovereign's last command. 
Silence profound prefaced the weighty cause, 
When from his seat the king in reverence rose. 
And in his rising seemed to cast an awe, 
Which feelings only teach the heart to know. 
Grave were his looks, where majesty appear'd ; — 
Hoary his head — and silver-white his beard ; — 
Pallid his cheeks, which once were flushM with 

red, 
And palsy tremors shook his feeble head. 
Mote all beheld him with a troubled mind. 
Such striking changes in his frame to find. 
As plainly told them a short time would bring 
A final parting with their favourite king. 

He stood and paused:-— at length he silence 

broke,. 
And to his subjects thus endeariog sp(^e : 
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^^ Brethren and people! — ^gkdly bow I see 

Tour great attention to the state and me, 

So manifested in a general way, 

By your attendance on this solemn day ; 

Then lend an ear, while I my heart unfold, 

Nor on your parts a sentiment withhold. 

Long has it been my wish, if I might choose. 

To build a temple for religious use, 

Wherein the sacred ark might ever stand 

An honour'd treasure of our favoured land, 

An edifice meet for Divine abode. 

Or for the footstool of Almighty God ; 

But while I live, it is denied to me 

The favourite work that I had craved to see. 

* 

The Lord withheld my great design to raise 
The sacred walls-^the monoment of praise : 
For He pronounced mine was a life of war, 
Which should the service in my time debar; 
Yet not its close, for sanguine times should cease. 
And hands erect it in the dftys of peace. 

But let me nbw my memory back recall 
To trace my footsteps to the throne of Saul, 
With thanks to 6od, who fix'dhis choice on me, 
And raised his servant from a low degree, 
E'en from the sheep-cot in: the nnr&l field, 
Successful weapons- for the realm to wield ; 
And fi^t of Judah's house, select to stand, 
The ruling sovereign o'er his favoured land. 
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He ever since, in all coofiicting strife. 

Has been m j fortress and defence in life. 

Nor cease his faToats jet ; — ^for now mj son 

He has adopted to possess the throne ; 

E'en Solomon decreed chief magistrate, 

To fill m J place, and gntde the reins of state ; 

Aiid has been pleased to saj :-— ' Thy son, 

Whom I advance to sit upon thj throne. 

Shall, in his peaceful and his better days. 

The noble structure for mj gloiy raise^ 

Who in the future shall, as now begun. 

Possess m J favour, and become my son ; 

To whom I will a tender father prove. 

Nor spare my blessings, nor withhold my iove^ 

If, as ai present, he will still maintain 

A strict allegiance through his future reign, 

My judgments execute, in all sincere. 

And walk in reverenee and with holy fear.* ^ 

• 

This said ;— he tara'd to SokmiQD Us speeeb, 
And, thus with beaming love, essayed to teadi; 
<« Know thou, O Solomon ! thy father^ God, 
To lead thee safely on thy futare road : * 
In all thy doings act a faithful part 
To serve with willing mind and perfect hearty 
For He in all is an omniscient Lord, 
Proves each intent; and He will be adored. 
If thou shooldst seek Him, He will ever be 
A present help, and ever found of thee ; 
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Bot if ianakeny and thy mind should stray, 
He will for ever cast thee far away : 
TheQ take good heed, a father's conasel hear ; 
Merit hu faTonr, and his name rerere. . 
E'en gratitnde demands on faTonrs shown 
For thee to build the hoose, and wear the crown : 
Then be courageoos; — suffer no dbmay;«— 
Be strong to act — nor subject to delay ; 
'Till thou art able the great work to raise. 
To stand through ages to exalt his praise^ 
And that the favours long conforr'd on me 
May be continued, as deserved, on thee." 

Thus having shown a father's pious zeal^ 
And his best wishes for his country's weal. 
E'en when no more his corporal eye will, cast 
A look behind at what may bless or blast ; 
He now delivers patterns to his son 
Of the great work in future to be done. 
Designs of altars, halls, of courts, of wings, 
Beyond the grandeur and the grasp of kings, 
Wtiich by the Spirit to the king were given. 
Not man's invention, but the act of heaven. 
With this deposit, he recounted o'er. 
And gave in charge, his long collected store. 
His vast materials, at unknown expense. 
To build tills house of such magnificence. 
Nor can he now withhold his charge again 
T' enforqe the glory of his future reign, 
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And urge fids hefltUfelt work withont dday, 
Withoat intnuire fears, and weak dismay. 
When heaven and earth wonld lend their aid to 

raise 
The grand memorial of the nation's praise : 
<< Fear not, my son," he says again, <^ to stand 
In this the foremost;— 4ind with zeal command; 
For in the work the Lord will prosper thee, 
Thy great director and thy guide will he. 
O'er sacred things the Levites will preside. 
Assist thy lahonrs, and in need provide : 
Coonsel wOl freely flow from every spring, 
From thine own princes, and each minor king ; 
While canning men, versed in each carious art, 
Will all their genius to thy aid impart.' 



tf 



Thus having chaiged his son, seaPd with his 
tears, 
David now turns to those of riper years, 
His princes, nobles, prophets, priest and sage. 
Men great in wisdom and confirmed by age : 
<( You know," says he, <^ that Solomon my son 
Is call'd in youth to occupy the throne ; 
His years are few, and his experience small, 
To taike upon him thus the charge of all ; 
Then let his cares your sympathy engage, 
To lend the wisdom of experienced age. 
For unto you I look, with hope to find 
A prompt assistance by a willing miioid: 
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And first, and chief, to this great work I call, 
That must in measure on your shoulders fall. 
Grudge not the time you may therein afR>rd ; 
'Tis not for man, but for our gracious Lord-— 
A temple that shall every eye engage, 
Reoown'd through nations, and through every 

age. 
The work is great, but yon behold and see 
The preparations that are made by me ; 
For with all care I have, for years unknown^ 
Collected silver, diamonds, gold, and stone ; 
The stateliest cedars Lebanon could boast. 
With all the treasures of each copious coast ; 
Their sapphires — ^marbles — all they could impart^ 
And men well skilPd in every work of art, 
To build, embellish, beautify, emblaze, 
A work surpassing all pieceding days. 

Such are prepared, ere I must bid adieu ; — 
The rest I leave unto my son and yon ; 
Nor let me doubt, that when my time is done. 
You will complete what I have thus begun : 
For all these treasures you behold of mine, 
Tell my adherence to the great design^ 
Nor claim I less of you who may survive ; 
Then keep this zeal and energy alive, 
To raise a work that may through ages stand 
A praise and blessing to our happy hmd. 
Then may you now of liberal minds afibrd 
United treasures to be jointly stored, 
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And give miiie ejes the pleasing pledge to view, 
Of what in Catnre will be done by yon ; 
What I maj look for when thid mortal frame 
Shall be dissoWed, and only leave its name; 
For what more grateful than in faith to aee 
That this good project vrill not die with me 2^ 

This spoke with fervent zeal, and reverent awe, 
From breast to breast it made the current flow, 
When by the precept and eitample given, 
Their hearts were openM, and their hands to 

heaven. 
They then contribnte to increase the store 
In an abundance never known before ; 
Gold, precious stones, in overflowing mass, 
Pearls, diamonds, iron, and refulgent brass ; 
E'en these so largely and so free they gave, 
That David could not an addition crave ; 
Whilst in the flow of such unequall'd zeal. 
They all united joy and gladness feel. 

David o'ercome, no longer could forbear, 
But thus broke forth in ' thanks, in praise, and 

prayer : 
^< O ever blest ! Thou God of matchless might, 
Father of Israel, high enthroned in light ! 
With Thee is greatness, majesty, and powei', 
Which we in reverence and in dust adore. 
All, all is thine ; — ^what heaven contains, or earth; 
Glories above, and treasures here beneath ; 
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Thine are all kingdoms ; Thou art Lord o'er all, 
Before wfaom angels and the nations fall : 
Riches ^nd honour — high and low degree, 
Are in thy hands, and all belong to Thee ; 
For by thy fiat Thon canst all defeat, 
Exalt the humble, and debase the gr^at : 
Then teach us, Lord, to be what we should be, 
And know no glory but in love of Thee ; 
That so we may in fervent ardour raise 
Our grateful thanks, and celebrate thy praise. 

But what am I, and what my people here 
Who claim my thanks, and seem so very near. 
That we should thus be able, and so free. 
To give our tribute unreserved ix) Thee ? 
But why should we withhold ? — we only give 
Thine own again, which we from Thee receive : 
To Thee 'tis due, nor shall we make it less 
If in thy goodness thou art pleased to bless ; 
For all is in thy hand, thy sovereign power. 
To blast our blessings, or increase our store ; 
For what indeed were our forefathers here 
Or we their sons, without Thou hadst been near ? 
Sojourners — strangers— of a low degree • 
Without all succour — but a friend in Thee 
Who hast been pleased to raise us from below 
To a great people, higher things to know. 
But yet, alas ! no room for man to boast ; 
Time passes on, and sweeps away its host, 



For like a ahadopr ore oar di^« on ear^ . 
No fix'd aUdiog from the stroke of de^tji^ ^ ^ 
TheD, gracknit God, teach «a to ifufm thy Uff^ 
And stand prepared to quit terrestrials here^. - 
With mental eye the world arjght to pe^ 
And fix oar oomfiortSy all oar hope^ on Thee* 

a « 

^< I know, O Lord I Thoatriestthei^vardpw^ 
And tak'st thy pleasure in an upright heart ; 
Then be Tbon pleased oar tribate to api^ove^ 
It comes sincere ; an upright pledge of loTe*^ 
In my integrity I've done my part . . - 

From the efiosieos of a zealoas heart; 
And glad I am, this happy day, to find 
Thtts in my people such a wiUing mind. 
As with like seal their treasures to disclose^ > 
To aid unsparing thy exalted cause. 
O ! may*st Thou then, whom our forefathersknew 
In all their straits to guide them safely throagh^ 
Be with this people in their future way, 
To hold th' io^pressions of the present day ; 
That in their retrospects it may be view'd^ 
Often rememberM^ and this zeal renewed. 
That in their lives they may no safety see^ . 
But as they honour and depend on Th^e ! 

'' And, O \ be Thou with Sotomoo my sqoi 
To qualify him for th' important throne : 
Warm him with zeal this noble bouse to raise. 
To be thy footstool, and advance thy praise : 
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Grant bim a perfect and an humble hearty 
That may its influence all around impart. 
Teacb him to rule with equitable sway, 
Thy statutes hold, and make the tribes obey ; 
Thy testimony bear, and ready stand 
In all to govern at thy high command ; 
That in his reign he may extend thy fame. 
Draw down thy love, and glorify thy' Nam^." 

Thus breathed the ferrent king, and as he speb, 
It touch'd the audience, and their seal awolBa ; 
His reverential looks, and words inspired^ ' 
With holy ardour every bosom fired^ 
Aird raised their thoughts above terrestrial iUngi, 
In adoration of the King of kings ; 
When simultaneous praise and fervent prayer 
Burst from the crowd, and murmur'd thnrngh 

the air. 
Which cordial welcome met on JOsvid's party 
And filPd with comfort his surcharged heart ; 
To make him augur in belief again, 
That his injunctions would not be in vain. 

Thua in a miBitual zeal time pass'd away, 
And evening hours closed on the sokma day ; 
When each, with heart-felt joy supremely blest. 
Retired from labours to the conch of rest 

Nocturnal slumbers pa^t;— once more again 
The morning blush'd along the dewy plaii^ 
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When widi the t09j. ligbl^ .prompt to the 
The ardent people mid. the Uog vme^ 
Qaick to renew the dnties of the daj ; 
Nor had their slapihen fiwept their teal away • 

To life and action coosed, the crowds BttUn 
In preparation for each ademn rite. 
A thousand bullocks now af once axe slaii^ 
And with their blood the sacred altan stain : 
The knife cnts off a thousand Mating lanlMy 
Unshorn and fatUogs, and a thousand nms. 
These sacriiced, the smoky colnmas rise. 
And meet acceptance towering to the skies. 
These holy rites awbito their time employ^ 
To eat and drink with undivided joy 9 
While with the banquet of such general fate 
They join in symphony of praise and pngrer. 

Amidst this scene, now Solomon they.l)fin^ 
With joy anoint .a second time th€^ king ; 
Where all support him^ as one single voice. 
Vow their alWgiaoee^ and confirm the ch<Hne.^ 
In which his brethren with full grant accord ; 
To own him sovereign, and their lawful loiyL 

Thus pass'd another day, wherein they sdir 
A fix'd successor to dispense the law^ 
And their king pleased to see a favourite son 
Rdsed by free choice to occupy Oie Ibmne, 
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And takd the btird\eii of the chief cdrnttHOid, « 
Too hard a task for his enfeebled hand; 

Long had the kitig declined-^but ndw Welcome 
Near to his change for an eternal home* 
All skill of man no longer can avail, ^ 

And virgin warmth? communicated fail : 
Life in the socket glimmers to its last ;«— 
Hopeless to lengthen^-^weaty with the past* . < 
Thus feeling nature from its irork depart, 
Desert the pulse, and feebl j move the heaiit, . 
He clearly saw how near his glass was run. 
And hence be eall'd, and thus address'd.his.8(m ; 
While his low languor, voiee, and looks appear' 
To tell beholden that his end is'near: 
^^ I go," says he^ "the way of life en earth, 
In consummation of all things in death; 
Like other m<»tais all must end to me, 
And all I leave — ^but much in charge to thee ; 
Then show thyself a BMUi->-«(iove firm along. 
Upright in aU^ and itt thy station strong : 
la every moventeut let ther nation see. 
The Lord thy God has sovereign rale o'er thiie* 
Fvlffil his charges bU thy fstuie days ;— 
Keep all his statutes ;— -walk in all his Ways ; 
Commttninieiits, judgmenis^ tastioMNues tiatfr, 
In strict exsmple, aad In holy fear* 
Therein depart not ftmai Us saortd Umy . .' 
WUoh Moaes wrote to gnirie ntf-lieni below ^ . 

VS 
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Thitt thoa mBftt prosper, thoogh oppoN in 

strife, 
Bl«8t Irf the Lord in everj state in Kfb; 
For He has said to me in times noir pest. 
His laTinirs great should be, and long slioold last, 
To my descendants bless, if they should prove 
Of ptons conduct, and deserre his love* 
Then may thy merits this high promise gain. 
And thy sons* sons the prions riglit minitiuii. 
That a snccession may thtcfngh ages ran ^ 
To fill my place, and At upon my ibrone.^ 

This sud, he added some directions more 
On what might fail within his regal power ; 
Tlie sword to use where justice made it; doe, 
But where reverse, the grateful mind to shew. 

Thus ceased his final charge, when loss of 
speech 
His tongue disabled of its gift to teach; 
While general failure of the vital powers 
But left him some few languid, lingering hours. 
These past ; — ^he shorter drew his parting breath, 
Tlien closed the scene, i(hd sunk serene In d^ath- 

Thitt to a realm so often risVd and tost. 
For ever was a favourite 'monarch lost ; 
Gone from a people lieft beUud to mourn. 
To his last mahstonj never to return ! ' 
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Qnicfc outhM JpsS) mm Bectsb^^k- f^^vrii 
O'er all the land a gloomy moaroing rm »•< 
E'en Hebrew d^mef and mao^ Hithmoie mi^jA, 
Who oft vn p«u»e of Da?id'« deeds hadr piffy'd^* 
l^w changed*- their tuaes;*— their harps ^ 

And in diUl Botes their dolefal ditties snng^ 

Deeply aU felt, it, for though Solomiia 

Might promise fair to he the father's s^n, / 

To catch the mantle from his honour'd sire, ^ 

And share a^rtion of the holy fire ; 

Yet he was yoong, and might excite their fears 

For ^he uncer^in turn of fatuf e years f 

While they had witnessed, through . conflicting 

strife, ^ 

The e^en tenoar of the father's life, 
Who had from early youth their battles fought, 
And, oft hlgh-favour'd, their deliverance wrought ; 
Had in the heathen work'd an overthrow, 
Slain their great hosts, and made the hations how ; 
Poll'd down their idols— their false worM 

destroy'd. 
And pagan groves in better use employed, 
To let them see, at each successive fall, 
That Israel's helper was a Grod o'er all : 
And bringing all their toils at last to cease^ 
Had left them to enjoy the sweets of peace* 
A pleasant rest ;-*-hot yet^ alas ! their fctar - 
Anticipated the |^at chance of war^ 

vS 
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gone, 
And all dM'terrMB of kii MigUy ttmme^ 
To which the iMkolf wmd w«t« made to bow, 
Sunk into apttAfy^attd kept ifi awe. 
No wonder theb (hat they ehoald feel dfeteay, ' 
When such a^ahi^ld aC last was aDatch^d away, 
With dread i«eit|«c»te <o the days eC Sani, 
When vanntipg^ heathetiiiovorawed them all, 
And tM^meieUmiM^A with snceess to stand 
To diedk th€4r foryj and defetid the land. 

Such tkMS ihey thboghtnifl^ht then return 

acain* 
And dehige with freA hlood their peaceful 

plain, 
While their snecesa would worst of ills eiMatl, 
To make their worship paramonnt prevail ; 
Overspread tile natuMi with a pagan night, 
To the extinction of the Jewish light, 
And they at last, aslheir concluding doont, 
Shoald sink to hoodage, and like slavea become 
Heart-rending tkooghts ! wh^ fears thus dntk 

unfold. 
And faith^s inn anchor qnits its steady hoid^ 
Which now, to many, brighter prospects tthiwid, 
And o'er 4he nation spread a sable doild^ ' 
To make their loss in deeper tints appear. 
And add a sluirpiiess to th^ pang serecet ,o 
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Too sIMir tlMie toteipl 4^g^ iM^ iNiiidi 

assail) 

And pBDicrfearsrwiib^ot chedi pi^Viii ; ^ 

Yet ui de^r/^% and in timk^ Teiy mglOf 

Some witness'd tbi» antidpftt^d jiiibi^ . 

For e'en this wise, Ibis firroiirfd;i&rff>ii0ir^ ^ ^ 

Clouded the lo^r# of bis setting $mj . . r 

And maoj led, i« that decUaiog dny^ 

To worship idolS| and to faUitwa^,; 

But jet <o late ip life» that i»o)t .Ibveqgb age^ i 

Ere these tio^s a^mf^ t^d 1^ this mortal stage, 

And hence could not, when realized, be pain*d, 

Nor see ^he tarnish, nor the I96S pustaia^d* 

. Such their refleotiooa'^^bat we now come 
near 
To the last objoet c^ the royal lner« 

The funeral came ;-^wbefi crowds attend from 
far, 
On foot, on. horse, and ia the sable car ; 
£ach eager now, upiNi this solemn day, ' - 
The last sad tribute of respect to paj. 
Arranged in ranks, with solemn pace they move, 
While teurs and sighs express their loss and love, 
lu s^eipg thus the close and final end 
Of their deliverer, coooseUor^ and friedd. 

Thus he is boroe, while aH dull fiileiiee k^epj 
Wifeh his forefathers in the dust io sleep, 
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with wIhmii iMMie4iiiMiidt«md&i^4lM^ 4^A 
And all dirtr faontvt to Us weoMoy ^jt 
E'eB Ittck^nurdiCMt • teav-dlstUliiig vi^w, ^ 
And take a ling^riog and « l«isl i|4fea I : 
Nor aptre ih&f riteiy fei^km f ites, to prove 
Their sacred daties, and fliafar atdre oC lo^ : 
Which well porfiimi^d^ tey A^wtly quit the pkfe 
With thoalbU tepi^isM tihifc Baate toodd aot 

«ffabe, ' 
While shades of dvbmDg, as thoy lift the toafjk/ 
Narsed ap releotioiiy aod h j ci e aa a d 'tiie ^6om. 

Thus then our snbjeet to llait state ire faiiiig 
Whinh levels all--*4he asradicHitaad hmg ; 
Where rink as ooe^ the rich— Ao poot« — ^the brave, 
And monarchs mingle with the saist and slave; 
Whei« all distinctions among mortals oease, • 
And dast and ashes ever rest in peace. 

Here ends the man! — bnt let each fatore age 
Read to advantage his historic page s 
Lei as who now live in this world of cares. 
Alike sarroonded with nnnnmbor'd toar^, 
From him ieam wisdom ? — ^in the monarch B#e 
What mortals are alone—^awl yet may bet- 
How mean — ^how low — how destitnte— how frail, 
When the weak senses o^ei* tho mind plaxati:' 
To whut may fall |n the w?ak te^ptod ^^Wi - ' 
And y^ arise to by AUnigb^ power I a^c^^^ i^ ^ 
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A wooder-^maB !— 4t ironn of dut or earth) - - 

* / 

Of frail auiletfals, and a prey to death ; 

Yet on 1^18 globe placed by thT Onmifie Word, 

O'er all creation its directing lord. 

And blest with hero, e'en in this low degree, 

A spark emitted fimn the Deity ; 

An emanstion on the precioas mind, 

That links the hmoan to th' angelic kind. 

How dignified thy state ! — ^then bow and prove 

A doe return sa reverence and loYe ; 

For of all creatavet man alone can nnse, 

From conscious knowledge, gratitude and praite ; 

And Da?id here as an example shone. 

Which gave him access to the Father's throne, 

Where at the footstool he was woot t' impart 

The warm efifusbns of a fervent heart ; 

Who in the general, through each change he 

knew. 
Kept the main object of this life in view. 
Whether a shepherd in an humble bower, 
Or ruling monarch in despotic power. 
He was the same :<*-with steady sight he- saw' 
All things inferior in this earth below, 
And his (^ear views, in faith and hope, uBfarl'd 
A brighter prospect b a better world. 

Few-*«few Indeed, the elevation gain 
As kings and princes o'er the land to reign ; 
Tet greater work than this all have to do ;-— 
A mental war to wage, and heaven pursne ; 
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To be preparing for the silent graye ; 
For every mortal has a soal to save i 

What dross all riches, power, and honours are 
When with eternals we their worth compare ! 
A passing moment— a contracted span, 
Boands the possessions of dependent man ; 
He cannot count upon another daj, 
For ere it comes he may be snatch'd away ; 
Or if extended to a length of years, 
The time, when past, a transient space appears ; 
And then It must be changed for scenes to come 
Of endless durance— -an eternal home ! 

Then oyer all be thb our chiefest care, 
To fill our stations, and for death prepare ; 
That when, like his, our final close shall come, 
We may be fitted for a happy home ; 
Know the best Refuge, when so near the end, 
To be our portion, mighty God, and Friend ; 
Know earth's attractions blotted out of view. 
And calmly bid created things adieu ; 
Pas^g frdm objects of terrestrial sight 
To dwell in glory in the realms of light. 
Where stunts and angels in sweet union rest, 
For ever— ever — and for ever blest. 
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